
THE ARMS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF SHEFFIELD 
The University Arms, whose background colour is azure, contains a gold-edged open book at its centre, on 
which is inscribed Disce Doce (Learn and Teach). On either side is a sheaf of eight silver arrows, being derived 
from the shield of old Sheffield. The gold crown is the Crown of Success and the White Rose of York denotes 
the University's home county. The scroll carries the motto of Firth College, Rerum Cognoscere Causas (To 
Discover the Causes of Things; from Virgil's Georgics II, 490). 
The Coat of Arms should not be confused with the University's logo, which consists of a redrawn version of the 
Coat of Arms set alongside the University's name in our own distinctive Stephenson font, on a white 
background. Introduced in 2005, the University's centenary year, the logo complements but does not supersede 
the Coat of Arms, which remains the University's official heraldic symbol. 
Reproduction of the University's Coat of Arms is restricted by copyright to formal University of Sheffield 
documents. It may not be used by external organisations in their marketing activities, whether in hard copy or on 
the web. 
 
 
 
 
 


