












People
• Undergraduate (UG): a student studying for their first 

degree

• Postgraduate Taught (PGT): a student who has completed 
their first degree and is doing a masters course (usually 
for one year)

• Postgraduate Research (PGR): a student who has 
completed their first degree and is doing a research 
course (can be up to four years)

• Activist: any student who wants to make change! 

• Course Representative: a student recruited to represent 
the views of students within their department

• Faculty Representative: a student recruited to represent 
the views of their fellow students within their faculty

• Students’ Union Councillor: a student elected to represent 
the views of their department or minority group

• Students’ Union Education Officer: student officer 
responsible for improving the education of students 
across the University

• Student Representation Coordinator: member of 
Students’ Union staff responsible for training and 
supporting all course and faculty reps

• SSC Coordinator: member of University staff responsible 
for organising the department’s SSC

• Director of Teaching: member of University staff respon-
sible for the teaching strategies throughout a department

• Head of Department: lead member of academic staff in a 
department 

• Faculty Pro-Vice Chancellor: lead member of academic 
staff in faculty

• Pro-Vice Chancellor for Learning and Teaching: a 
member of University staff responsible for the coordina-
tion and implementation of teaching strategies across the 
University

GLOSSARY CONTINUED
Committees and Forums
• Student Executive Committee: the eight full time, salaried officers of the Students’ 

Union (including the Education Officer), elected annually in a vote open to all 
students

• Students’ Union Council: representative forum where councillors make decisions 
about the Union on behalf of students 

• Staff-Student Committee (SSC): forum for course representatives to raise issues 
with staff concerning the education in their department

• Faculty Forum: forum for faculty representatives to raise issues or problems 
concerning the education within their faculty

Surveys
• National Student Survey (NSS): an annual national survey which asks all final year 

undergraduates to give feedback on their course

• Postgraduate Taught Experience Survey (PTES): annual national survey where final 
year PGT students give feedback on their course

• Postgraduate Research Experience Survey (PRES): annual national survey where 
final year PGR students give feedback on their course

• Sheffield Satisfaction Survey (SSS): survey carried out every two years where all 
students give feedback on their experience at Sheffield 

Other
• National Union of Students (NUS): the national representative organisation of 

students, which all Sheffield students are a member of

• University of Sheffield Students’ Union: the representative organisation of Sheffield 
University students which all Sheffield students are a member of.


