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Historicising the middlebrow 

Humanities Research Institute, University of Sheffield, 34 Gell Street, Sheffield, S3 7 QY 

4 July 2008 
9.30 – 10.00 Registration

10.00 – 10.30 Introduction: 
Position papers from Adrian Bingham (University of Sheffield) and Faye Hammill (University of Strathclyde)
10.30- 11.30 Session 1: 

John Baxendale (Sheffield Hallam University), ‘Middlebrow’, modernism, and cultural democracy: the ‘Battle of the Brows’ revisited.
Nicola Humble, (Roehampton University), ‘Borrowed Prestige and Bohemian Dreams: Class Fantasies in Middlebrow Domestic Culture’
11.30-12.00 Coffee

12.00-13.00 Session 2A:
Jessica Meyer, ‘Some Problems of the Middlebrow Novel’
Emma Sterry, (University of Strathclyde), ‘Bourgeois Bohemianism’: the Middlebrow, the Middle Class, and the Single Woman
12.00-13.00 Session 2B:

Vivian Montgomery, (University of Cincinnati), ‘Brilliant Variations on Sentimental Songs: Slipping Piano Virtuosity & Invention into the Antebellum Drawing Room’
Anita Slominska, (McGill University) ‘Cultivating the Middlebrow: Modern Women and Modern Music in New York City’
13.00-14.00 Lunch
14.00-15.30 Session 3A:

Kate Macdonald (University of Ghent), ‘Dornford Yates’ struggle to maintain class and sex boundaries’ 

Jan Montefiore (University of Kent), ‘If they are made uncomfortable: QD Leavis and women novelists’
Jo Pryke, ‘Elizabeth Gaskell and Dorothy Whipple: lines of middlebrow descent?’ 

14.00-15.30 Session 3B:

Erica Brown (Sheffield Hallam University), ‘Arnold Bennett's Literary Taste’
Mary Grover (Sheffield Hallam University), ‘Mediation of British cultural hierarchies in a colonial context: the culture columns in Calcutta’s The Statesman, 1921-1939’

Victoria Kingham (De Montfort University), ‘The Middlebrow, The Middle Class, and Modernist Magazines in America’

15.30-16,00 Coffee

16.00-17.00 Session 4:

Mark Hampton (Lingnan University), ‘Inventing David Low:  Journalist, Artist, Intellectual’

Sian Nicholas (University of Wales, Aberystwyth) 'It depends what you mean by....' Negotiating public taste on the BBC's Brains Trust (1942-49)’
Delegates who wish to join us for dinner after the conference are warmly encouraged to do so – details will follow.
