Student projects in early American history. (7-01-2011)
The following is not intended as an exhaustive list of likely topics for students interested in undertaking a project in early American history at Sheffield.  However, after fielding several inquires and reviewing the available resources I thought a guide to likely projects might be helpful.  I am, of course, more than happy for students to develop their own project ideas and to come and discuss them with me.  If you are interested in writing on a topic in early American history, be sure to check these pages in the future.  The library is adding new resources and I am also adding new project ideas all the time.  Finally, be advised that with some adjustments most of the following or aspects thereof could be undertaken as a either second-year course assignment (concentrating more on the secondary than primary sources), special subject dissertation, or an MA thesis.
You might choose to pick an event, process, or theme and to investigate the primary and secondary source debate: the Great Awakening, gentility in eighteenth-century urban colonial contexts, or gender and the history of early American law.  But there are a couple of major caveats to bear in mind for this kind of project, especially for second-year course assignments.  Firstly, focus your ambition on a conceptually subtle and well-designed project, rather than on lengthy time periods and big questions, so the significance of the Boston Tea Party rather than the causes of the American Revolution.  Even then you are likely to be biting off more than may be chewed in the context of a second-year course assignment.  The second, and related caution, is to be sure that there are primary and secondary sources available to support your project.  
There is some good news in this regard: firstly, there is a good collection of secondary sources in the Sheffield University Library which has also invested in the Evans Digital Online (http://www.shef.ac.uk/library/cdfiles/eai.html), a collection of some 36,000 fully searchable books, pamphlets, broadsides and other imprints (some 2.3 million pages) published in the Americas 1639-1800.  Other early modern collections, such as EEBO and ECCO also have good material for the colonies.  There is also a strong collection of microfilm of core institutional records relating to early New England and New Netherland/New York.    Secondly,  I have copies of voluminous sources (mostly available on cdroms) that I am happy to reproduce and lend for projects relating to topics in seventeenth and eighteenth-century New Netherland/New York.  Membership in US associations, such as the New York Genealogical and Biographical Society can also provide online access to excellent primary source databases which are not part of the university collection.  The sources for New Netherland/New York and New England are particularly strong and are growing all the time.  I have listed some possible projects followed by a selected bibliography of the resources available.
Projects on New Netherland and New England

Ferndinando Gorges
Ferndinando Gorges was an influential but still surprisingly little studied early seventeenth-century soldier and colonial promoter.  He was  involved in various early colonial ventures not least the 1622 subgrant of the original patent establishing the Council for New England with which, in partnership with Captain John Mason, he established what became the province of Maine.  He is widely credited with authoring the anonymous A Briefe Relation of the Discovery and Plantation of New England (1622), but what more can you discover of Gorges’s life and ambitions. Start with the ODNB entry and also Charles E. Clark’s book on early Maine (in Library) and copy of the pamphlet (and many more) on EEBO.
Cotton Mather

Cotton Mather was one of the most influential intellectual influences in seventeenth-century New England.  There is lot  of secondary material on Mather and his role in different controversies, for example the Salem Withcraft affair.  His voluminous texts are also easily available, mostly on online.  This project proposes you take Mather as a subject, but examine a specific theme within his life and work.  For example, how does history and historical thinking figure in Mather’s work and where do his views derive from?  What are the connections between history and religious doctrine/principles?  You might start by looking at Slotkin, Regeneration Through Violence and other works on colonial historiography, for example Peter C. Messer. Stories of Independence: Identity, Ideology, and History in Eighteenth-Century America.  Think about applying a similar analysis to Mather either through analysis of particular texts or his life and times.
Indian and European Encounters.

Historians have come to understand the meeting of Indian and European peoples in the early seventeenth century as less of an invasion or clash of cultures and more of an encounter with exchange and struggles to understand and contain on both sides.  A potentially fruitful line of inquiry for a student project would be to select a particular theme and examine European responses/reactions to their experiences in Indian communities, for example concerning gestures or the uses and meaning of food.  Start with Jill Lepore’s, In the Name of War, esp pp 487-488. Alternatively pick a particular topic, such as Indian christianization, and examine European approaches and difficulties, see Jill Leport, “Dead Men Tell No Tales”, pp 496 and much more besides on this.
The Hartlib Papers

The University of Sheffield houses one the most important collections of seventeenth-century manuscript and printed material outside of the national archives and libraries of Oxford and Cambridge.  The Hartlib Papers comprise the papers and correspondence of Samuel Hartlib (?1600-1662), educationalist, natural philosopher and polymath, who dedicated himself to maintaining regular and extensive correspondence with like-minded thinkers around the world.  You might begin by checking the cdrom version, available from Sept 2010, for colonial locations and individuals.  Alternatively, you compare and contrast Hartlib’s proposals for improving the Corporation of the Poor with the proposals to establish praying towns for indians in New England, or investigate the publishers of pamphlets in the Hartlib Collection who also published colonial pamphlets, for example John Underhill’s, News from America
Early Militias
We have some good studies of the early militias and artillery companies in New England, but less on the militia in New Netherland.  Your project might invesitgate the membership and significance of these early fighting units, especially the combination of experienced soldiers and amateurs and/or their performance in key conflicts and skirmishes. Maybe start with Louise Breen and Margaret Newell’s work and focus on key figures such as Robert Child, John Underhill and others.
New Netherland and the Colonies in European Ideas

In Jonathon Israel’s, Radical Enlightenment, there is mention of the Dutch Mennonite

colonial promoter, Pieter Corneliszoon Plockhoy,  who planned a colony in New Netherland before estabvlish a short lived settlement in the Delaware Bay.  This project investigates the place of the colonies in the utopian plans of select groups in Europe.  There is material, including Plockhoy’s original design, in the Hartlib Papers.  Also see, for a starting point, the Israel, and George Smith, Religion and Trade in New Netherland : Dutch Origins and American Development (Ithaca, 1973), 232-34, sources on EEBO, and http://users.telenet.be/fvde/index.htm?Works4b
Quakers in New Netherland

In the mid 1650s a small group of quakers settled in Flushing, Long Island.  Who were they and where did they come from?  What were their connections to Flushing and why were they drawn there?  This paper will adopt a social and cultural history approach to the study of individuals and the connections between earlier forms of radical religious belief, for example antinomianism, and their connections to the development of quakerism in New Netherland. 

Hendrick Van Dyck, Schout.
In 1652 Hendrick Van Dyck, Sheriff was sacked as schout in New Netherland.  Your assignment is to assess whether or not he had a case for unfair dismissal.  This project examines office holding and administration in New Netherland from the perspective of the schout or sheriff who had responsibility to enforcing laws and regulations and arresting wrongdoers. Start with Jaap Jacobs on officeolders in New Netherland and then maybe compare this with what we know of WIC in other colonial contexts.  You will need to look at Van Dyck as a character and the role he played in the colony.
Roger Williams.
One of the most fascinating and controversial characters in early New England and, what’s more, the Sheffield University Library has a full set of his published papers.  All manner of projects are possible with the Williams Papers.

Stuyvesant’s plot to attack the English in 1653.
In the summer of 1653, with the First Anglo-Dutch War going badly for the United Provinces, Peter Stuyvesant held secret meetings with Long Island Indians and plotted to poison the wells of English towns and then cutting them off from support murder the inhabitants.  Or did he?  You are the detective in the seventeenth-century mystery that combines the study of European-Amerindian relations, international diplomacy, and political intrigue.

How Dutch were the Dutch in New Netherland?

Scholars have argued for years over how “Dutch” was the Dutch colony of New Netherland.  This essay involves the tracking and summarizing of this debate in secondary sources, the extraction of anecdotal and insofar as it is available statistical data from published sources, and whatever conclusions can be drawn regarding the demographic profile of this “Dutch” colony and how it changed over time.  Begin by comparing and contrasting the population estimates in different secondary sources, for example Paul Otto and Alan Trelease, to get a sense of the primary sources they rely upon and the differences between estimates and assessments.  

Adriaen van der Donck and civic humanism

Lawyer, colonial agent, sherrif, and republican politcoe Adriaen van der Donck was one the most prominent in the Dutch community of New Amsterdam.  This project sets out to consider his only surviving piece of writing – a tract describing the virtues and possibilities of New Netherland – in the context of the city’s mid seventeenth-century campaign for municipal autonomy and the broader European tradition of civic humanism.
The Register of Soloman LaChaire.

Notary publics performed an essential legal service for the diverse settler population in New Amsterdam and early New York.  This project uses a photocopy of LaChaire’s register (or business journal), minute books, and genealogical records to investigate commerce, civic life, legal and economic culture in the middle decades of the seventeenth century.  

The Surrender of New Amsterdam, 1664.

In August 1664 an English expeditionary force took New Netherland from the Dutch and renamed the colony and city New York, New York.  Capturing the colony was relatively easy, but to administer their new territory the English had to rely on the existing merchant elite.  This required the sensitive negotation of terms that drew upon the full range of seventeenth-century political protocols.  This project involves the investigation or “reading” of those protocols to see what they reveal about the conquerors and the conquered at this their first encounter. 

Mr Lewin’s Report on the Government of Edmund Andros in New York, 1679.

Directed to investigate the administration of New York City in the years following the Third Anglo-Dutch War, Lewin uncovered a trail of decipt and evasion.  Or did he?  This project uses imperial records, business records, and travellers’ accounts to investigate the imperial administration and provincial discontent in the uncertain and troublemsome decades following the English conquest of New York.

Measure for Measure

The struggle over the use of Dutch and English weights and measures provides an opportunity for peculiar insight into the clash of culture in post-conquest New York City.  Whoever was in control of the city, one of their earliest and usually least effectual orders was to impose the use of their particular measures.  Clearly this was informed by commercial concerns, but what were the cultural implications of such attempts and what does it reveal about the attitudes of the colonizers and the colonized.  Documents, see DRCNY, 2: 687-88; Colonial Laws, 1: 64, 95, 98, 554; DRCNY 3: 305; DRCNY 4: 1064-65.

The Anti-Leislerian opposition

In 1689 the collapse of royal rule in New York City following a revolt by the city’s milita installed a rebel administration headed by the wealthy German Calvnist merchant, Jacob Leisler.  There have been many and various attempts to explain what precipitated the rebellion and these will provide essential contextual information for this study of the anti-Leislerian opposition not amongst the wealthy merchants, of whom we have several studies, but ordinary city residents.

The Eighteenth Century

The Mysterious desceration of Trinity Church, 1712.

Pretty much what it says really.  In 1712 person or persons unknown vandalized the anglican church in New York City (described in DHSNY, 3: 440-460) and this project aims to track down the culprits, or at least to come up with a plausible explanation of what happened.  The project will involve picking through ethno-religious tensions in the early eighteenth-century city.   

Oaths and Obedience

What did it mean to swear an oath in eighteenth-century new York City and how did this meaning change depending on intention, practice, and context.  This project involves investigation of the practices associated with eighteenth-century civil society and notions of loyalty, obedience, and civility.

The Beekman Family Papers

Using the three volume collection of papers available in the university library reconstruct the life and trade of one prominent New York family.
Credit and Debt
One of the most exciting areas of research in recent years has been into the cultural meaning and implications of exchange relations traditionally considered within a neo-classical liberal model concerned with individual ambition and self-interest.  Recent work indicates that this approach misreads early modern exchange relations which more often revolved around concerns for reputation, credit, and obligation.  This project applies this recent research, mostly in the early modern English history, to eighteenth-century New York City.
Alternatively, come up with you own topic ….

There are various ways that one may come to a suitable research topic in early American history.  One approach is to pick an easily available text as your major primary source and then working out from this text sketch in the context and its relationship to other texts.  This will involve investigating the author and their times, their motives in producing the text, its immediat impact and subsequent import, and its relationship to other significant texts – either preceding, contemporary, or later.  
The relationship between a text and its given context can take many forms.  For example, you might choose a single document such as the Remonstrance of 1649 presented by the “Nine Men” from New Netherland to the States General in Holland.  This document would require you to investigate the background of the delegates and the causes and consequences of their protest.  But you could also find yourself considering the relationships between the ideas expressed in this text and earlier (and later) justifications for criticism of sovereign authorities such as, in this case, the West India Company.  This method can be adapted to any number of texts: Nathaniel Bacon’s protest in 1676, for example, or Mary Rowlandson’s captivity narrative, The Sovereignty and Goodness of God.  The latter would clearly require investigation of New England in the late seventeenth-century, gender and Indian-white relations, and the importance of Puritan influences over Rowlandson and her text.  But it could also involve comparison with other captivity narratives in seventeenth-century New England and elsewhere, perhaps differentiating between those by male and female authors, or comparisons with earlier and later texts drawn from the same or related genres. 
These are three, very brief, examples, but there are numerous texts that one might choose from which address topics and concerns in early American history and which are easily available in the Sheffield library or online.  Many of these sources are also available in inexpensive paperbacks and appear as extracts in The Norton Anthology of American Literature volume one.  Here are a few more suggestions, relating to colonial American history.

John Winthrop, History of New England, 1630-149 (various editions).  A history written by the leader of the Puritan migration and founder of the Massachusetts Bay Colony

The Examination of Mrs Anne Hutchinson at the Court at Newton. 1637 (available online).  The trial record of an antinomian protestant that takes you deep into Calvinism and gender relations in early New England.
Cotton Mather, The wonders of the invisible world. to which is added A farther account of the tryals of the New-England witches : being an account of the tryals of several witches lately executed in New-England (1692).  Mather’s view of goings on at Salem.

Mary Rowlandson, The Sovereignty and Goodness of God, Together, with the Faithfulness of his Promises Displayed Being a Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson (1682).  The tale of one woman’s captivity and endurance amongst a group of Nipmunk and Narragansett Indians in the late seventeenth century. 
Sarah Kemble Knight, The Journal of Madame Knight (1704).  The wife of a Boston merchant on a sojourn through the early eighteenth-century colonies.

William Bartram (1739-1823), The Travels of William Bartram.  The travels and thoughts of eighteenth-century America’s most famous botanist and naturalist.

William Bryd II, The Secret History of the Line (1729). A member of the Virgnia gentyr tells of his surveying trip in the backcountry
Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758), Eighteenth-century America’s most famous theologian and man of letters.
Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790), Autobiography and other writings.

Dr. Alexander Hamilton, Itinerarium (1744). A doctor from Maryland goes on a tour of the colonies and gives his impressions.
John Dickinson,  Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania: To the Inhabitants of the British Colonies (1774).  One of the most famous set of writings on the crisis of empire in the 17760s and 70s
Thomas Paine, Common Sense (1775).  Arguably the single most important political pamphlet of the American Revolution, and possibly all of American history.
Thomas Jefferson, Notes on the State of Virginia (1787).  Farmer, thinker, and slave owner reflects on his dearly beloved Virginia in the early republic.
J. Hector St. John de Crevecoeur, Letters From An American Farmer (1790).  A French aristocrat gives his impressions of the new American nation.
Primary Sources

General

Early English Books Online (EEBO) 
http://www.shef.ac.uk/library/ebooks/eebo.html
Without doubt the most important web resource for early modern historians, since it includes facsimile copies of almost every book or pamphlet published in England before 1700. Since New Englanders published their writings in London, this site gives access to most of their pamphlets listed below (and many, many more).
· A Relation or Journall of the Beginning and Proceedings of the English Plantation setled at Plimouth (1622). Known as Mourt’s Relation and probably written by William Bradford and Edward Winslow.

· William Wood, New Englands Prospect (1634).

· Roger Williams, A Key into the Language of America (1643). Anthologised in Norton Anthology of American Literature.

· John Eliot, Tears of repentance: or, A further narrative of the progress of the Gospel amongst the Indians in New-England (1653).
· Mary Rowlandson, A Narrative of Captivity and Restoration, the Sovereignty and Goodness of God (1677). Anthologised in numerous places, also see http://www.wsu.edu/~campbelld/amlit/rowlandson.htm
Evans Digital Archive http://www.shef.ac.uk/library/cdfiles/eai.html
This is the New World counterpart to EEBO and Sheffield is one of a handful of UK universities that offer this resource – use it!

The Early American Imprints, Series I: Evans, 1639-1800 is part of the Archive of Americana and is available online via the NewsBank platform. The collection contains books, pamphlets, broadsides and other imprints listed in the renowned American Bibliography by Charles Evans. An invaluable resource for exploring 17th and 18th century America, Early American Imprints, Series I, includes more than 36,000 digitised works and 2.3 million pages.

The New York State Historical Literature Collection, Cornell University.  An online library of classic histories and source collections for New Netherland and early New York available at http://digital.library.cornell.edu/n/nys/  Also in this collection, see online archive relating to early modern witchcraft http://digital.library.cornell.edu/w/witch/
Eighteenth-Century Collections Online (ECCO)  http://www.shef.ac.uk/library/ebooks/ecco.html ECCO (Eighteenth-Century Collections Online) is the 18thC counterpart to EBBO. It contains a number of 17th Century sources only published in the 18th Century.

Literature Online (LION) http://www.shef.ac.uk/library/cdfiles/lion.html
Full text literary database, which incorporates more than 343,000 works of English, American, African-American and Canadian poetry from the 8th century to the present day, more than 5,000 works of English and American drama from 1280 to 1915, and more than 2,000 works of English and American prose from 1500-1914.

Calendar of State Papers  available from British History Online comprising forty-five searchable volumes of material relating to colonial and imperial affairs 1574-1739, at http://www.british-history.ac.uk/catalogue.aspx?gid=123
Karen Ordahl Kupperman, John C. Appleby, Mandy Baxton eds., The Calender of State Papers, Colonial: North America and West Indies 1574-1739, CDROM. 
Other local and regional archives for early American history include, 

http://www.colonialct.uconn.edu/default.cfm - Connecticut was (after Massachusetts) the most important New England colony, and this site contains the official records of the colony from 1636 onwards. These include plenty of references to Native Americans in law cases.

http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/users/deetz/Plymouth/ - Plymouth colony was founded by the Pilgrim Fathers in 1620, and this website is a goldmine of information about it. Set up by the late historian and archaeologist of Plymouth, James Deetz, it contains a useful essay (with primary sources) about ‘Native Americans in Criminal Cases of Plymouth Colony, 1620-1675’

Henry S. Burrage, ed., Early English and French voyages, chiefly from Hakluyt, 1534-1608 (New York, 1906) also http://www.americanjourneys.org/index.asp with additional narratives including, Robert Juet, The Third Voyage of Master Henrie Hudson (1611), Samuel de Champlin, Voyage of Samuel de Champlain, 1604-1608, and John Brereton, Briefe and True Relation of the Discoverie of the North Part of Virginia in 1602
IN THE FOLLOWING. 

PR,  available in Sheffield University Library microfilm under “Published American Colonial Records”. 
CD, available on cdrom provided by me.
All other available in the Library or via the internet.

New Netherland.

Edward T. Corwin, The Ecclesiastical Records of the State of New York (Albany, 1901-1915), 7 vols. CD
J. Franklin Jameson, Narrative of New Netherland, 1609-1664 (New York, 1909) CD
E.B. O’Callaghan, ed., Documentary History of the State of New York (Albany, 1849-1851), 4 vols. CD
E.B. O’Callaghan and Berthold Fernow eds., Documents Relative to the Colonial History of New York (Albany, NY.: Weed, Parsons, and Co, 1856-87), 15 vols. CD 
E. B. O’Callaghan, ed., Laws and Ordinances of New Netherland, 1638-1674, (Albany, 1868). PR
Berthold Fernow, ed., Calendar of Council Minutes, 1668-1783 (1902; reprint, New York, 1987) PR 
Berthold Fernow, The Records of New Amsterdam, 1654-1674  (New York, 1897), 7 vols.  CD
Charles H. Lincoln, ed., The Colonial Laws of New York from the Year 1664 to the Revolution (Albany, 1894), 5 vols. PR
I. N. Phelps Stokes,  The Iconography of Manhattan Island 1498-1909. (1915-25; reprint, Martino Fine Books, The Lawbook Exchange, Union New Jersey,1998), 5 vols. 
Adrian van der Donck, Description of New Netherland (1652)
A.J.F. van Laer, ed. Minutes of the Court of Fort Orange and Beverwyck, 1652-56 (Albany, 1920), 2 vols. CD
Arnold J.F. van Laer, ed., New York Historical Manuscripts: Dutch (Baltimore, 1974), 5 vols.
The voyages of the slavers, St Jean and Arms of Amsterdam (1659 and 1663) CD
The journal of the voyage of the sloop, Mary, from Quebeck with an accountof her wreck off Montauk, LI, (1701) CD
The voyage of George Clarke Esq to America, (1703) CD
The Letters of Isaac Bobin, Private Secretary to George Clarke, (1718-1730) CD
Cadwallader Colden, The History of the Five Indian Nations Depending on the Province of New-York in America (1727 and 1747) CD
New England.

Charter And General Laws Of The Colony & Province Of Massachusetts Bay. 1628-1779 (Boston, 1814), PR 


Records Of The Court Of Assistants Of The Colony Of Massachusetts Bay, 1630-1692.  (Boston. 1901-28), PR 


Records of the Governor and Company of The Massachusetts Bay in New England, 1628-1686, (Boston. 1853-54), PR 

Charles H. Lincoln, ed., Narratives of the Indian wars, 1675-1699 (New York 1913)

The Winthrop Papers, (Massachusetts Historical Society, 1929-1947), 5 vols.

Diary of Cotton Mather, (New York, 1957), 2 vols.

Major John Mason, Brief History of the Pequot War.  Especially of the memorable Taking of their Fort at Mistick in Connecticut in 1637 (1670; Boston, 1735) available online at various places, but the best is bc.barnard.columbia.edu/~rmccaugh/earlyAC/readings/pequot/pequot.pdf

John Underhill, Nevves from America; or, A new and experimentall discoverie of New England containing, a true relation of their war-like proceedings these two yeares last past, with a figure of the Indian fort, or palizado (London, 1638), EEBO
The Complete Writings of Roger Williams (New York, 1963), 7 vols.

Mary Rowlandson, The Sovereignty and Goodness of God together with the faithfulness of his promises displayed, being a narrative of the captivity and restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson (1676), available online, recommend  http://www.wsu.edu/~campbelld/amlit/rowlandson.htm

Finally, there are also many online repositories of primary sources available for projects in early American history.  

The National Archives in Washington include an online American Memory site   (http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/index.html) that boasts some excellent collections addressing a variety of early American topics.  Please note that most of these collections run to many thousands of documents and offer much more material than is need for a course assignment or dissertation.  This is a good thing, inasmuch as it provides greater choice, and offers the industrious undergraduate student an opportunity to engage in real historical research.  The challenge, however, is to hone your research questions and restrict your archival work to an investigation that is manageable within the terms set by the regulations governing your degree.  

Nearly all of these online collections have powerful search engines that you can use to search documents related to particular topics and themes.  This means that time spent thinking about research questions and conducting sweeps across different kinds of material – letters, diaries, business records, speeches, political memos – will not be wasted.  This kind of planning and preparatory work will make it much more likely that you develop a enjoyable and worthwhile study once you get into the more detailed study.  For example, rather than undertaking a biography of George Washington based on his voluminous papers, use the material (and the search engine) to investigate his attitudes towards manners and social ettiquette, or gender relations as a young and middle aged man, or business friendship, or plantation management, or Native Americans, or the flora and fauna of the Ohio Valley.  The list, if not endless, is certainly long enough to keep many students busy for years to come on well-thought out and manageable projects – even before we get into the records of the revolutionary war, constitutional convention and first presidential administration.  A similar range of interesting projects awaits the imaginative student of James and Dolly Madison and Thomas Jefferson.

The George Washington Papers

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/gwhtml/gwhome.html
The complete George Washington Papers collection from the Manuscript Division at the Library of Congress consists of approximately 65,000 documents. This is the largest collection of original Washington documents in the world. Document types in the collection as a whole include correspondence, letterbooks, commonplace books, diaries, journals, financial account books, military records, reports, and notes accumulated by Washington from 1741 through 1799. The collection is organized into nine Series or groupings. Commonplace books, correspondence, and travel journals, document his youth and early adulthood as a Virginia county surveyor and as colonel of the militia during the French and Indian War. Washington's election as delegate to the First and Second Continental Congresses and his command of the American army during the Revolutionary war are well documented as well as his two presidential administrations from 1789 through 1797. Because of the wide range of Washington's interests, activities, and correspondents, which include ordinary citizens as well as celebrated figures, his papers are a rich source for almost every aspect of colonial and early American history. In its online presentation, the George Washington Papers consists of approximately 152,000 images.  For more Washington material (should you need it!) see, http://etext.virginia.edu/washington/fitzpatrick/
Thomas Jefferson Papers http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/jefferson_papers/ consists of approximately 27,000 documents and is the largest collection of original Jefferson documents in the world.  Document types in the collection as a whole include correspondence, commonplace books, financial account books, and manuscript volumes. The collection is organized into ten series or groupings, ranging in date from 1606 to 1827. Correspondence, memoranda, notes, and drafts of documents make up two-thirds of the Papers and document Jefferson's activities as a delegate to the second Continental Congress; his drafting of the Declaration of Independence, June-July 1776; his position as governor of Virginia, 1779-81; his return to Congress as a representative, 1783-84; and his appointment as minister plenipotentiary in Europe and then minister to the Court of Louis XVI, succeeding Benjamin Franklin, 1784-89. Well documented are his two administrations as president from 1801 through 1809, when he engineered the purchase of the Louisiana territory and maintained American neutrality in the conflict between France and Great Britain that led to the War of 1812. Correspondence, drawings, maps, and notes document the building of Washington, D.C. The broad range of Jefferson's intellectual and political interests is represented by his legal and literary commonplace books, miscellaneous bound volumes of notes and extracts, and manuscript volumes relating to seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Virginia history, some of which were part of the personal library he sold to Congress in 1815. In its online presentation, the Thomas Jefferson Papers comprises approximately 83,000 images.

The Adams Family Papers

http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/aea/index.html
The Adams Family Papers: An Electronic Archive presents selections from the most important manuscript collection held by the Massachusetts Historical Society. Digital images of the letters exchanged between John and Abigail Adams, John Adams's diary, and John Adams's autobiography are presented alongside transcriptions.  John Adams and Abigail Adams are two significant figures of the American Revolutionary Era. John Adams (1735-1826) spent much of his life in service to his country. He was a delegate to the Continental Congress, an officially appointed diplomat (who served as a commissioner in France, Great Britain, and the Netherlands, and minister to the Court of St. James), and president of the United States. Abigail (Smith) Adams (1744-1818), did not have a formal education, but proved to be an extremely resourceful partner to John Adams (they were married in 1764). While he was away on numerous political assignments, she raised their children, managed their farm, and stayed abreast of current events during one of the country's most turbulent times. The many letters she sent to John Adams demonstrate her perceptive comments about the Revolution and contain vivid depictions of the Boston area.
The James Madison Papers
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/madison_papers/index.html consist of approximately 12,000 items captured in some 72,000 digital images. They document the life of the man who came to be known as the "Father of the Constitution" through correspondence, personal notes, drafts of letters and legislation, an autobiography, legal and financial documents, and miscellaneous manuscripts. The collection is organized into six series dating from 1723 to 1836. Beginning with a selection of his father's letters, the series moves through Madison's years as a student, and as a member of the Virginia House of Delegates and include extensive notes of the debates during his three-year term in the Continental Congress (1779-82). Notes and a memoranda document Madison's pivotal role in the Constitutional Convention of 1787 and the Virginia ratification convention of 1788. Other materials reflect the nine years that Madison spent in the House of Representatives and his tenure as Secretary of State during Thomas Jefferson's presidency. Correspondence and notes trace his two terms as the fourth president of the United States, illuminating the origins and course of the War of 1812 and the post-war years of his presidency and subsequent retirement. The collection also includes a complete copy, made by Madison's brother in-law, John C. Payne, of Thomas Jefferson's notes from the Continental Congress of 1776. Notable correspondents include Dolley Payne Madison, Thomas Jefferson, James Monroe, Alexander Hamilton, George Washington, Edmund Randolph, Noah Webster, and Secretary of War James Armstrong, whose correspondence with Madison fills an entire series.
The Dolly Madison Project

http://www.vcdh.virginia.edu/madison/index.html
 Dolley Payne Madison was the most important First Lady of the nineteenth century. The DMDE will be the first-ever complete edition of all of her known correspondence, gathered in an XML-based archive.  Enter the collection through Browse to read the letters by time period; Search to locate letters by text, names, dates, topics, and places; Contents for a list of letters sorted by date, author, or recipient
The John Jay Papers

http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/eresources/archives/jay/
John Jay's long and eventful life, from 1745 to 1829, encompassed the movement for American independence and the creation of a new nation — both processes in which he played a full part. His achievements were many, varied and of key importance in the birth and early years of the fledgling nation.   Although he did not initially favor separation from Britain, he was nonetheless among the American commissioners who negotiated the peace with Great Britain that secured independence for the former colonies.  Serving the new republic he was Secretary for Foreign Affairs under the Articles of Confederation, a contributor to the Federalist, the first Chief Justice of the United States, negotiator of the 1794 "Jay Treaty" with Great Britain, and a two-term Governor of the State of New York.  In his personal life, Jay embraced a wide range of social and cultural concerns.
Slaves and the Courts, 1740-1860 http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/sthtml/sthome.html
contains just over a hundred pamphlets and books (published between 1772 and 1889) concerning the difficult and troubling experiences of African and African-American slaves in the American colonies and the United States. The documents, most from the Law Library and the Rare Book and Special Collections Division of the Library of Congress, comprise an assortment of trials and cases, reports, arguments, accounts, examinations of cases and decisions, proceedings, journals, a letter, and other works of historical importance. 

The Capital and the Bay: Narratives of Washington and the Chesapeake Bay Region, ca. 1600-1925  http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/lhcbhtml/lhcbhome.html comprises 139 books selected from the Library of Congress's General Collections and two books from its Rare Book and Special Collections Division. The collection includes first-person narratives, early histories, historical biographies, promotional brochures, and books of photographs that capture in words and pictures a distinctive region as it developed between the onset of European settlement and the first quarter of the twentieth century.

The Printed Ephemera collection at the Library of Congress

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/rbpehtml/pehome.html is a rich repository of Americana. In total, the collection comprises 28,000 primary-source items dating from the seventeenth century to the present and encompasses key events and eras in American history.  While the broadside format represents the bulk of the collection, there are a significant number of leaflets and some pamphlets. Rich in variety, the collection includes proclamations, advertisements, blank forms, programs, election tickets, catalogs, clippings, timetables, and menus. They capture the everyday activities of ordinary people who participated in the events of nation-building and experienced the growth of the nation from the American Revolution through the Industrial Revolution up to present day.

American Notes: Travels in America, 1750-1920 http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/lhtnhtml comprises 253 published narratives by Americans and foreign visitors recounting their travels in the colonies and the United States and their observations and opinions about American peoples, places, and society from about 1750 to 1920. Also included is the thirty-two-volume set of manuscript sources entitled Early Western Travels, 1748-1846, published between 1904 and 1907 after diligent compilation by the distinguished historian and secretary of the Wisconsin Historical Society Reuben Gold Thwaites.  The narratives in American Notes  range from the unjustly neglected to the justly famous, and from classics of the genre to undiscovered gems. Together, they build a mosaic portrait of a young nation.

The Continental Congress Broadside Collection 

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/continental/  comprises (253 titles) and the Constitutional Convention Broadside Collection (21 titles) contain 274 documents relating to the work of Congress and the drafting and ratification of the Constitution. Items include extracts of the journals of Congress, resolutions, proclamations, committee reports, treaties, and early printed versions of the United States Constitution and the Declaration of Independence. Most broadsides are one page in length; others range from 1 to 28 pages. A number of these items contain manuscript annotations not recorded elsewhere that offer insight into the delicate process of creating consensus. In many cases, multiple copies bearing manuscript annotations are available to compare and contrast.
Early Virginia Religious Petitions http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/repehtml/repehome.html presents images of 423 petitions submitted to the Virginia legislature between 1774 and 1802 from more than eighty counties and cities. Drawn from the Library of Virginia's Legislative Petitions collection, the petitions concern such topics as the historic debate over the separation of church and state championed by James Madison and Thomas Jefferson, the rights of dissenters such as Quakers and Baptists, the sale and division of property in the established church, and the dissolution of unpopular vestries.  The collection provides searchable access to the petitions' places of origin and a brief summary of each petition's contents, as well as summaries of an additional seventy-four petitions that are no longer extant. The collection complements the Library of Congress exhibition Religion and the Founding of the American Republic and is a collaborative venture between the Library of Congress and the Library of Virginia

The First American West: The Ohio River Valley, 1750-1820
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award99/icuhtml/fawhome.html consists of 15,000 pages of original historical material documenting the land, peoples, exploration, and transformation of the trans-Appalachian West from the mid-eighteenth to the early nineteenth century. The collection is drawn from the holdings of the University of Chicago Library and the Filson Historical Society of Louisville, Kentucky. Among the sources included are books, periodicals, newspapers, pamphlets, scientific publications, broadsides, letters, journals, legal documents, ledgers and other financial records, maps, physical artifacts, and pictorial images. The collection documents the travels of the first Europeans to enter the trans-Appalachian West, the maps tracing their explorations, their relations with Native Americans, and their theories about the region's mounds and other ancient earthworks. Naturalists and other scientists describe Western bird life and bones of prehistoric animals. Books and letters document the new settlers' migration and acquisition of land, navigation down the Ohio River, planting of crops, and trade in tobacco, horses, and whiskey. Leaders from Thomas Jefferson and James Madison to Isaac Shelby, William Henry Harrison, Aaron Burr, and James Wilkinson comment on politics and regional conspiracies. Documents also reveal the lives of trans-Appalachian African Americans, nearly all of them slaves; the position of women; and the roles of churches, schools, and other institutions.
An American Ballroom Companion http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/dihtml/dihome.html presents a collection of over two hundred social dance manuals at the Library of Congress. The list begins with a rare late fifteenth-century source, Les basses danses de Marguerite d'Autriche (c.1490) and ends with Ella Gardner's 1929 Public dance halls, their regulation and place in the recreation of adolescents. Along with dance instruction manuals, this online presentation also includes a significant number of antidance manuals, histories, treatises on etiquette, and items from other conceptual categories. Many of the manuals also provide historical information on theatrical dance. All illuminate the manner in which people have joyfully expressed themselves as they dance for and with one another.

Spies in the American Revolution

http://www.clements.umich.edu/spies/index.html The Revolutionary War was not fought by proclamations and battles alone.  A major component of the war was the challenge of organizing military strategies over thousands of miles of battlefield.  From the very beginning of the war, a complex network of spies, double agents, and traitors began to emerge in an effort to learn the plans of the enemy before they were enacted.  The preservation and availability of the Sir Henry Clinton collection at the Clements Library provides an amazingly complete look at the everyday intelligence operations of both the British and American armies.  Many of the letters highlighted in this digital exhibit were pivotal to the success and failures of sieges, battles, and surprise attacks.

The Archives of Maryland Online

http://www.archivesofmaryland.net/html/index.html
The ongoing Maryland State Archives publication series, Archives of Maryland Online, currently provides access to over 471,000 historical documents that form the constitutional, legal, legislative, judicial, and administrative basis of Maryland's government. Online access enables users to research such topics as Maryland's constitutions and constitutional conventions' proceedings, session laws, proceedings of the General Assembly, governors' papers, and military records. This project allows the Archives to place into electronic form and preserve for future generations records that are scattered among a number of repositories and that often exist only on rapidly disintegrating paper.
Cultural Readings: Colonization and Print in the Americas

http://www.library.upenn.edu/exhibits/rbm/kislak/index/cultural.html
Any account of the colonization of the Americas must acknowledge the prodigious number of texts which colonization generated. "Cultural Readings" presents a sample of those texts. The web site is grouped into six broad categories; it also includes scholarly essays on topics related to the exhibition and a brief bibliography and list of web links.  Most of the books, manuscripts, illustrations, and maps shown here were printed in Europe: produced by Europeans for Europeans. Europeans used the written and the printed word to call for colonization and promote its benefits; to depict native cultures in narrow ways familiar to European audiences; to proclaim the benefits of missionization; and to portray the lands of the New World as rich and ready for the taking. But the encounters between European and American populations changed both sides profoundly. These texts do not merely record the self-satisfied praise of the victors; they also betray the questions and doubts which victory brought with it. Even as Europeans destroyed and disrupted native cultures, many testify in writing to the survival, resistance, and strength of those cultures. Furthermore, as these documents attest, while Europeans attempted to "read" native cultures of the Americas, indigenous peoples sought to "read" Europeans, expressing their opinions and judgments in speeches, negotiations, religious gatherings, and in print. 

The Plymouth Colony Archive Project

http://etext.virginia.edu/users/deetz/home2.html
This Plymouth Colony Archive presents a collection of fully searchable texts, including: court records, colony laws, seventeenth century journals and memoirs, probate inventories, wills, town plans, maps, and fort plans; research and seminar analyses of numerous topics; biographical profiles of selected colonists; and architectural, archaeological and material culture studies.
The Salem Witchcraft Trials

http://etext.virginia.edu/salem/witchcraft/home.html comprises court records and contemporary books and letters concerning people involved in the trials.  The Archive's historical maps of Salem Village, Salem, and Andover show the locations of the houses of many of the people involved in the trials and displays the chronology of the accusations from February through November 1692 and the spread of the accusations across the towns of Massachusetts Bay.  Users will also find biographical profiles, a collection of images containing portraits of notable people involved in the trials, pictures of important historic sites, historical paintings and published illustrations taken from 19th and early 20th century literary and historical works. The Archive also contains some of the classic scholarly studies: Charles Upham's Witchcraft in Salem Village, with an interactive index, and selections from George Lincoln Burr's valuable Narratives of the Witchcraft Trials. Sidney Perley's History of Salem.  The Archive's collection of literary works includes works by Hawthorne, Longfellow, Whittier, and Freeman.

Virtual Jamestown

http://www.virtualjamestown.org/

The Virtual Jamestown Archive is a digital research, teaching and learning project that explores the legacies of the Jamestown settlement and "the Virginia experiment" begun in 1607.  Thousands of immigrants contracted themselves for labor to come to the New World, some to the Chesapeake region and others to the West Indies. London and Bristol, England, contributed the largest numbers by far. Bristol alone registered about 10,000 emigrants and this record has been used to create a database giving all the information available on each emigrant.  Other documents include maps that record the visible landscape, census materials, court records, narratives, and letters. 

The Geography of Slavery in Virginia

http://www.vcdh.virginia.edu/gos/
The Geography of Slavery project presents full transcriptions and images of all runaway and captured ads for slaves and servants placed in Virginia newspapers from 1736 to 1790, and is in the process of compiling advertisements well into the nineteenth century. In addition, the project offers a number of other documents related to slaves, servants, and slaveholders, including court records, other newspaper notices, slaveholder correspondence, and assorted literature about slavery and indentured servitude.  Searches allow users to find out what times of the year slaveholders were most likely to place advertisements for runaways, what skills advertised slaves were most likely to possess, and whether any patterns appear through time in flights of black slaves and white servants together, as well as to trace the progress through time of particular individuals, illuminating stories that may have previously been hidden from our eyes. In addition, users are able to map information from historical geographic locations, allowing them to generate dynamic maps from searches and to produce visual representations of the ranges of slaves' and servants' flight and capture across Virginia as well as throughout much of the Atlantic Ocean region.

The Jesuit Relations Index and Allied Documents, 1610-1791

http://puffin.creighton.edu/jesuit/relations/

We owe our intimate knowledge of New France, particularly in the seventeenth century, chiefly to the wandering missionaries of the Society of Jesus. Coming early to the shores of Nova Scotia (1611), nearly a decade before the landing of the Plymouth Pilgrims, and eventually spreading throughout the broad expanse of New France, ever close upon the track of the adventurous coureur de bois, they met the American savage before contact with civilization had seriously affected him. With heroic fortitude, often with marvelous enterprise, hey pierced our wilderness while still there were rut Indian trails to connect far-distant villages of semi-naked aborigines. They saw North America and the North Americans practically in the primitive stage. Cultivated men, for the most part,—trained to see as well as to think, and carefully to make record of their experiences,—they left the most luxurious country in Europe to seek shelter in the foul and unwelcome huts of one of the most wretched races of man. To win these crude beings to the Christian Faith, it was necessary to know them intimately, in their daily walks. No coureur de bois was more expert in forest lore than were the Jesuit Fathers; and the records they bequeathed to historians provides a rich source of information of their times and conditions.

This site contains entire English translation of the The Jesuit Relations and Allied Documents, originally compiled and edited by Reuben Gold Thwaites and published by The Burrows Brothers Company, Cleveland, throughout the latter part of the nineteenth century. Each file represents the total English contents of a single published volume. The original work has facing pages in the original French, Latin or Italian, depending on the author.

Other useful colonial American sites.

Colonial Charters, Grants and Related Documents The Avalon Project from Yale  

Early American Colonial Literature to 1700 Biographical information, e-texts, for Captain John Smith, Increase Mather, Cotton Mather, William Bradford, Anne Bradstreet, Edward Taylor, Edward Winslow, John Winthrop Mary Rowlandson, John Dickinson.

The Elizabeth Murray Project 

http://salticid.nmc.csulb.edu/cgi-bin/WebObjects/eMurray.woa/wa/select?page=homepage
Born in Scotland in 1726 and orphaned by 1737, Elizabeth Murray was a geographically and socially mobile woman who moved throughout the British Atlantic world. At 22, she settled on her own in Boston, where she ran a successful shop throughout the 1750s. As a retailer and importer, she made a living selling the goods colonial Americans sought and helped other women open shops of their own. Murray also married three times, twice with unusual prenuptial agreements, and became unwillingly caught up in the struggles of the American Revolution.  Who was Elizabeth Murray? Is she best described as a self-made businesswoman, a female Benjamin Franklin? Or would it be more accurate to call her an ordinary, extraordinary woman? While her life centered on her family, her choices and actions put her in the midst of political conflicts and debates over women’s roles.  This biographical resource site attempts to answer such questions through an exploration of important themes in early American history, with an online collection of documents and images. 

Benjamin Franklin: A Documentary History

http://www.english.udel.edu/lemay/franklin/
The Documentary History (DH) is arranged chronologically and the dates in the biography can be readily checked in the DH, where bibliographical references are given. The DH calendars but does not print Franklin's writings. It refers to The Papers of Benjamin Franklin far more frequently than to any other source, citing the Papers for the innumerable scholarly contributions made by that great edition. Since The Papers of Benjamin Franklin (soon to be available on cdrom) is also arranged chronologically, the date itself in the DH can serve as a reference to the Papers.

National Museum of American History

http://americanhistory.si.edu/
Alexander Hamilton and the Federalist Papers.

http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/hamilton/
