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DOMESTICITY

Humanities Research  Institute, University of Sheffield, 

18-19 January 2007

Programme

Day 1 – Thursday 18th January

9.30 – 10.00
Welcome: David Shepherd (Director of Research, Arts and Humanities, Humanities Research Institute); 

Introduction: Karen Harvey (History, University of Sheffield); Susan Reid (Russian and Slavonic Studies, University of Sheffield)

10.00 – 11.00
Panel 1 – Construction through practice: [Chair – Susan Reid] 

Peter Blundell Jones (Architecture, University of Sheffield) 

‘The inscription of meaning through house-building rituals’

Prue Chiles (Architecture, University of Sheffield)

‘Anyone home?’

11.00 – 11.30
Coffee

11.30 – 1.00
Panel 2 – Boundaries and work: [Chair – Karen Harvey]

Katy Marsh (Management, University of Sheffield) 

‘Working parents in the domestic sphere: Achieving work-life ‘balance’ or ‘conflict’’?

Nicola Verdon (History, Sheffield Hallam University) 

‘Rural domesticity: women and the farmhouse economic in interwar Britain’

Jan Windebank (French, University of Sheffield) 

‘The state, domestic service employment and the gender division of domestic labour: the case of the Cheque Emploi-Service Universel in France’

1.00 – 2.00
Lunch

2.00 – 3.00
Panel 3 – Ins and Outs of the Home [Chair – Peter Jackson]

Alan Metcalfe (ScHARR, Health Sciences Research), Nicky Gregson (Geography, University of Sheffield), Louise Crewe (Geography, University of Nottingham)

‘Household disposal and the creation of the domestic’

Susan Reid (Russian and Slavonic Studies, University of Sheffield) 

‘Communist comfort: making cosy, tasteful homes in Soviet mass housing of the Khrushchev era’

3.00 – 3.30 
Coffee

3.30 – 4.30
Panel 4 – Challenge through Texts: [Chair – David Shepherd]

Jane Harris (English, University of Sheffield) 

‘”I had a great deal rather be an American:” American womanhood in Susan Warner’s The Wide, Wide World and Queechy’

Caroline Bland (German, University of Sheffield) 

‘The dangers of domesticity: cautionary tales about women artists and marriage in the work of German Naturalist writers Helene Boehlau (1856-1939) and Clara Viebig (1860-1952)’

4.30 – 5.30
Drink and general discussion

Day 2 – Friday 19th January

9.30 – 11.00 
Panel 5 – Home and Abroad: [Chair – Susan Reid]
Karen Harvey (History, University of Sheffield)

‘Domesticity makes the man: the eighteenth-century English middling-sort home’

Clare Midgley  (History, Sheffield Hallam University) 

‘Domesticity and imperialism’

Alison Twells (History, Sheffield Hallam University) 

‘“Bringing about the world’s restoration”: British women, missionary domesticity and global civilization in the early nineteenth century’

11.00 – 11.30
Coffee

11.30 – 1.00
Panel 6 – Ideology and discourse: [Chair – Caroline Bland]

Graham Smith (School of Health and Related Research, University of Sheffield)

‘Hidden from history: female headed households in Dundee, 1914-1939’

Mary Vincent (History, University of Sheffield)

‘Huevos Generalísimo Franco: domesticity and ideology in Spain, 1939-59’

Jürgen Zimmerer (History, University of Sheffield) 

‘Colonial domesticity: Domestic values, sexuality and the racial state in German Southwest Africa’

1.00 – 2.00
Lunch

2.00 – 3.30
Panel 7 – Narratives: [Chair – Jan Windebank]

Sarah Olive & Peter Jackson (‘Changing Families, Changing Food’, Leverhulme Trust, University of Sheffield) 

‘“Between two kind of food”: Exploring everyday and occasional meals through family narratives’

Kate Pahl (Education, University of Sheffield) & Andrew Pollard (Sheffield Hallam University)

‘Narratives of migration and artefacts of identity: New imaginings and new generations’

Julia Davies (Education, University of Sheffield) 

‘Chilli – stylist’s own’: Online Enactments of the Domestic

3.45 – 5.30
Roundtable and closing drinks
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Thursday 18 January

Peter Blundell Jones (School of Architecture, University of Sheffield)

The Inscription of Meaning Through House-Building Rituals
Houses in traditional societies carried symbolic meanings both in their iconography and implicitly in their organisation, thus serving a significant mnemonic role in oral cultures both at a conscious and at an unconscious level. This is well established by numerous richly described examples in the anthropological literature. What is less well understood is the way such meanings were inscribed in the building during its construction, in the process not only establishing particular associations of ideas, but also setting the actors in different roles according to gender, caste or other relationship. We have at present in the School of Architecture a number of East-Asian doctoral students studying aspects of traditional house-building, and they have unearthed some of the most detailed material about house-building rites that I have yet come across. I welcome the opportunity to report on this, making comparisons with old European customs and other relevant examples from various parts of the world.

Prue Chiles (School of Architecture, University of Sheffield)

Anyone Home?

Christopher Reed in Not at Home talks about the modernist suppression of domesticity and the impoverished way that architects have dealt with the domestic realm.

He saw post-modernity restoring an interest in domesticity and today there is almost an obsession with “lifestyle” and how we should live in our homes.

This paper reflects on the way we are imagining our everyday living; the ordinary and the extra-ordinary and the actual way we use our homes. Looking from various perspectives, from voices past and present and re-visiting well-trodden phenomenological texts such as Bachelard’s Poetics of Space and Certeau’s The Critique of the Everyday the relevance of these in understanding our position today will be discussed.

This will then be related to two projects for homes in the 1960’s and 70’s where the architect’s view and the client’s view are put side by side. This will reveal the dilemmas of the person using and claiming the space and the architect creating or imposing that space. Finally the challenge of architects being involved in the creation of someone’s private domain is questioned when the architect designs their own home.

Katy Marsh (Management School, University of Sheffield)

kathleenalicemarsh@yahoo.co.uk
Working Parents in the Domestic Sphere: Achieving Work - Life ‘Balance’ or ‘Conflict’?

Home-based telework has emerged as an interesting arena of research, due, I would propose, to its ability to juxtapose the once assumed separate realms of work and home, realms which have long been theorised as gendered spaces (Habermas, 1962). This paper discusses my current research project, which aims to analyse the ways in which this new working practice is experienced differently by men and women, and particularly how identities as professionals and as parents might be constructed in this ambiguous location.

This paper questions the extent to which home-based telework can be considered emancipatory, in terms of allowing both men and women to traverse the traditional boundaries of their gender roles, and concludes that although potential does exist, it is currently under-exploited. The notion of emancipation, however, is not viewed here as entirely unproblematic, but is nevertheless found to be a useful lens through which to view data.

The adoption of a relatively novel visual methodology means that rich and colourful data can be presented which will reveal individual home-based teleworkers’ experiences, through their own words.

Nicola Verdon (History, Sheffield Hallam University)

Rural Domesticity: women and the farmhouse economy in interwar Britain

The dominant rhetoric of post-war Britain emphasized the domestic and maternal nature of women’s lives. The image of women as wives, mothers and domestic managers was enshrined in government legislation and popularised through the national press and women’s magazines. Rural women had also caught the attention of editors by the interwar period and both the leading national weekly farming publications – Farmer and Stockbreeder and Farmers Weekly – included a ‘home’ section aimed at working farmers’ wives and families. This paper will analyse the content of these pages to assess how far the domestication of women’s lives penetrated into the farmhouse economy in interwar Britain. It will be framed around a series of key questions: How did these publications represent farm women’s lives?  Were women completely divorced from the business of the farm by this period? How far did urban/modern tastes, fashions and sensibilities inform the content of these pages? How far did this representation differ from the reality of women’s lives on farms in interwar Britain? These themes will allow us to examine not only the role of women in the farm household economy but also the depiction of farm women at a time when the countryside was afforded a key space in debates over national identity, stability, and efficiency.

Jan Windebank (French, University of Sheffield)

j.windebank@sheffield.ac.uk
The State, Domestic Service Employment and the Gender Division of Domestic Labour: the case of the Chèque Emploi-Service Universel in France

In France, the current policy tool with which to stimulate demand for and organise supply of domestic service employment is the Chèque Emploi-Service Universel. The evaluation of this scheme and of its forerunners, the Chèque Emploi-Service and the Titre Emploi-Service both within France and at European Union level has been very positive. This paper will question the validity of this optimism. It will evaluate the extent to which the state-sponsored commodification of women’s unpaid domestic labour helps to re-define the gender division of labour in the home and/or give women relief from their ‘time famine’. The paper argues that such schemes serve to reinforce gender stereotyping surrounding domestic work because they restructure the division of domestic work among women and consequently do not assist in the redistribution of these tasks between men and women. The paper also asserts, drawing on date from the 1986 and 1999 time-budget studies, that commodification of domestic labour, even when state-subsidised, can only relieve the majority of households of minor components of their domestic responsibilities.

Alan Metcalfe (School of Health and Related Research, University of Sheffield)

Nicky Gregson  (Geography, University of Sheffield)

Louise Crewe (Geography, University of Nottingham)

Household Disposal and the Creation of the Domestic

In this presentation we will examine issues of waste and disposal as central, yet un-examined aspects in the constitution of the home and the domestic. It will draw on findings from a study which sought to examine what people do with their unwanted things and why they do so. Conducted in Nottingham, it involved interviewing 59 households four times over the course of one year and looked at everything from TVs to sofas, from clothes to washing machines, form cars to cookers. Through this examination we will show how practices of disposal, what things go, where they go to and the processes involved in them getting there are important yet under-examined aspects of consumption. We contend that the examination of these practices is central to understanding dwelling and the constitution of home.

Susan E. Reid (Russian and Slavonic Studies, University of Sheffield)
s.e.reid@shef.ac.uk
 
Communist Comfort: Making Cosy, Tasteful Homes in Soviet Mass Housing of the Khrushchev Era

‘Cosy’ is probably not the first term that most people would associate with the
standard prefabricated housing blocks that were erected at speed and in huge
numbers in Soviet cities beginning in the late 1950s. Yet uiut (cosiness/
comfort), a term central to pre-Revolutionary and Stalinist notions of homemaking, was once again pivotal in the Khrushchev era public discourse that mediated the process by which people moved into the new, small scale flats, appropriated them and made them into ‘home’. Popular magazines, advice manuals and television made it their business to ‘teach how best to furnish the new apartment, to make it more cosy to live in.’ This was no longer to be the same cosiness/ uiut as in the past, now denigrated as ‘petit-bourgeois’. Instead it was to be defined by convenience, simplicity, elegance, modernity and ‘good taste’. On the basis of visitors’ comments books at Soviet exhibitions of interior design in the early 1960s, in combination with interviews conducted with people who moved into new, standard one-family flats at that time, the paper will consider the meaning of uiut in their homemaking practices and conceptions of domesticity, in relation to the official discourse of modernity, rationality, collectivism and progress towards communism.

Jane Harris (English Literature, University of Sheffield)

‘“I had a great deal rather be an American”’1: The international aspect of American womanhood in Susan Warner’s The Wide, Wide World and Queechy.

The 1850s in America was a period in which women writers produced the most popular and most widely read novels - The Wide, Wide World, Queechy, The Lamplighter and Uncle Tom’s Cabin.  These texts are categorised as ‘domestic’ and irrevocably associated with Hawthorne’s damning indictment of the ‘mob of scribbling women’2 who he perceived as cluttering up the literary marketplace.  My paper will offer a new angle on Susan Warner, arguing that rather than being traditional ‘domestic’ texts focused on the family and the home, her first two novels are suffused with national and international concerns, thus the ‘domestic’ novel becomes strongly identified with the nation of America and what it means to be American.  I will focus on Warner’s concern with womanhood in the context of a developing nation which both seeks to confine its females within an ideal sphere of domestic influence and moral and social responsibility and at the same time acknowledges the central importance of women, not just as consumers but as labourers and producers beyond the merely domestic.  My reading of Warner emphasises the national and international role that she suggests American women could enact, visualising a subtle and powerful resistance within, and rebellion against, traditional masculine society.
References

1 Susan Warner, The Wide, Wide World (London: S W Partridge & Co., n.d.), p.396.

2 The Centenary Edition of the Works of Nathaniel Hawthorne, ed. William Charvat, Roy Harvey Pearce and Claude M. Simpson (Columbus: Ohio State University Press, 1962-) XVII, p.304.

Caroline Bland (Germanic Studies, University of Sheffield)

The Dangers of Domesticity: cautionary tales about women artists and marriage in the work of German Naturalist writers Helene Boehlau (1856-1939) and Clara Viebig (1860-1952).

In novels dealing with an artistic variation on the popular theme of the New Woman in 1890s and 1900s, Helene Boehlau and Clara Viebig presented the burden domesticity conventionally placed on married (middle-class) women as incompatible with artistic production (visual and literary).
For Viebig the onerousness of domesticity was linked to middle-class convention and a more positive accommodation of domesticity was possible for those prepared to flout convention (cf: Long live Art! 1899, The Amateurs, 1899). Boehlau, however, linked domesticity not only with convention but also with materialism, flesh-eating physicality (as opposed to ascetic vegetarianism) and sexuality (cf. The Shunting Station, 1896, Half Animal, 1899). These novels consider domesticity in the context of debates around 1900 which focused on gender politics and alternative lifestyles.

Friday 19th January

Karen Harvey (History, University of Sheffield)

k.harvey@sheffield.ac.uk
‘Domesticity makes the man: the eighteenth-century middling-sort home in England’

The birth of domesticity – whether as a space, a concept or a set of practices – is a moot point, but recent work sees the eighteenth century as a crucial period. Created in the constructions of new domestic architecture, embedded in modern concepts of the self through new forms of narrative, or performed through sociability using new items of material culture, eighteenth-century England is the time and place where modern domesticity is invented, before coalescing into the more intense nineteenth-century domestic culture. This paper begins with considering the absence of men from historians’ accounts of eighteenth-century domesticity. In an attempt to revise these accounts, it explores some of the ways that masculinity and domesticity intersected in this period, and how men engaged with the ideas and practices of domestic culture (stressing in particular the concept of ‘oeconomy’). Developing Michael McKeon’s recent argument in The Secret History of Domesticity: Public, Private, and the Division of Knowledge (Johns Hopkins UP, Baltimore, Maryland, 2005), it suggests a discourse of domesticity that disrupts the gendered language of public and private, exploring how our vision of domesticity might be different we attend to men as well as women.     

Clare Midgley (History, Sheffield Hallam University)  

Domesticity and Imperialism

This paper draws on my research into women activists in Britain in the period between the 1790s and the 1850s to explore the links they made between women’s home-based life and the politics of empire. Looking at women’s involvement in campaigns against slavery and sati, and their promotion of foreign missions, it examines the ways in which campaigners drew on the ‘ideology of domesticity’ to promote women’s active engagement with imperial issues.  

The ideology of domesticity is generally coupled in historical writing with ‘separate spheres’, seen as promoting the confinement of middle-class women to a life centred around the home. ‘Home’ was conceived of as both the private space of family life and the home-country, and set in contrast to the male domains of  public space and empire. Women activists of the 1790-1865 period, it is argued, reworked the ideology of domesticity in a way which offered women agency in the imperial world while rarely directly challenging dominant discourses in the way that ‘imperial feminists’ campaigning for women’s suffrage began to do from the mid 1860s onwards. 

Alison Twells (History, Sheffield Hallam University)

‘Bringing about the world’s restoration’: British women, missionary domesticity and global civilization in the early nineteenth century

Recent scholarship has suggested a more complex understanding of the relationship of  ‘the domestic’ to a variety of private and public ‘spheres’ in eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Britain. This paper contributes to this process of revision. My particular focus is the concept of ‘missionary domesticity’ and the ways in which this enables us to explore the global dimensions of women’s domestic lives in the period from the 1790s to the 1840s. 

The paper will look at missionary domesticity in relation to women’s participation in the philanthropic and missionary movements of the early nineteenth century, both at home and overseas. I am particularly interested in the significance of the Bible in providing a blueprint for women's missionary domesticity. As demonstrated by missionaries overseas, and at home by writers from Hannah More to Sarah Ellis, evangelical theology and practice facilitated a sense of women as global missionaries, ushering profound and far-reaching change from a fundamental (domestic) site. 

Graham Smith (School of Health and Related Research, University of Sheffield)
graham.smith@sheffield.ac.uk
Hidden from History: Female-headed households in Dundee, 1914-1939

According to Census returns, by the end of the nineteenth century a third of all households in the Scottish city of Dundee were headed by women. An analysis of rent books suggests that the substantial presence of female-headed households continued into the first half of the twentieth century. While historians have explored the economic circumstances behind household structures, especially the influence of employment patterns in the dominant jute textile industry, and women’s participation in labour politics, the lives of the women in their the private sphere of the home remains largely hidden from history. This includes women’s attitudes towards domesticity.  The city’s other major industry was journalism, with the leading firm of DC Thomson publishing a range of women’s magazines, including the People’s Friend (founded 1869), Red Star Weekly (1929) and Secrets (1932) and groundbreaking comics, including the Dandy (1937) and the Beano (1938). The paper will explore the ways in which domesticity differed in the narrated memories of Dundee women in both male and female headed households from that of the construction of the ‘cult of domesticity’ evident in the magazines and comics produced in the city.

Mary Vincent  (History, University of Sheffield)

Huevos Generalísimo Franco: domesticity and ideology in Spain, 1939-59
The Women’s Section of the Falange, Spain’s fascist party, was far more successful than its male counterpart.  More adult women were mobilised by fascism in Franco’s Spain than in Mussolini’s Italy, attracted by an organisation which combined new opportunities for women, in terms of sport, self-presentation and the politics of display, with highly conventional discourses of self-abnegation, religion, and domesticity. The paper will examine the centrality of domesticity to the Women’s Section, looking particularly at ways in which political discourses, specifically that of paternalism, were embedded in the supposedly neutral spheres of housekeeping, family life and bourgeois etiquette.

Jürgen Zimmerer (History, University of Sheffield)

Colonial Domesticity: Domestic values, sexuality and the racial state in German Southwest Africa
German Southwest Africa after 1900 turned into arguably one of the strictest racial segregationist societies in history. ‘Mixed’ marriages were banned and any interracial sexual contact stigmatised and increasingly penalised. Especially White women supported the racialised fantasies of settler society. Beyond the mere biological definition of Whiteness and Blackness, a cultural definition of being European converged domestic and racial values. Female colonial activists advocated German femininity as the ability to manage a proper household and secure racial purity, whereas African women were portrait as filthy and promiscuous. Colonial domesticity means both the appropriation of the house as a White domain and the exclusion of African women. Colonial domesticity is understood as affirming the colonial power relation and transferring it form the public and political sphere to the household.   

The paper will analyse public perception of colonial domesticity and ask about domesticity as a colonial praxis in everyday life.
Sarah Olive (Research Associate, Oral History Timeline ‘Changing Families, Changing Food’, University of Sheffield) s.e.olive@sheffield.ac.uk

Peter Jackson (Geography, University of Sheffield)

‘Between two kinds of food’: exploring everyday and occasional meals through family narratives

Drawing on de Certeau’s work on the practice of everyday life, this paper will explore family narratives of domesticity in which ‘everyday’ meals are distinguished from their occasional counterparts, ranging from weekly events such as Sunday lunches to annual birthday teas.  The paper will take into consideration the way in which the location of a ‘food event’ between these poles affects/defines the food itself, the timing and circumstances of its preparation and consumption. In addition, the way in which ‘food events’ are bound up with/created by everyday routines, such as housework and working hours will be discussed.

The paper is based on the re-use of previously recorded life histories and is part of the ‘Changing Families, Changing Food’ research programme.  The narratives sampled in the paper are drawn from families interviewed as part of Paul Thompson’s 1980s project ‘Families, Social Mobility and Ageing, an Intergenerational Approach’. While questions directly pertaining to food and eating habits formed only a small part of the interviews, these concerns frequently reappear as unwitting evidence in, and are contextualised by, other areas of the interviews which also covered family background, childhood, working life, marriage and parenthood.
Kate Pahl (School of Education, University of Sheffield) 

Andy Pollard (Sheffield Hallam University)

Narratives of Migration and Artefacts of Identity: new imaginings and new generations

This presentation will describe an AHRC-funded research project working with the Pakistani/Kashmiri community in Rotherham in a family learning context, to develop an exhibition of artefacts and narratives of migration, together with an Islamic visual artist. The project was seeking to explore ways in which museum practices, and the collection of artefacts within a museum were both upheld and disrupted through identity narratives within homes.  The presentation seeks to address the following questions: What identity narratives are salient to second, third or fourth generation families settled in Rotherham of Pakistani origin? What is the relationship between narratives and artefacts in the home, and how much are artefacts ways of upholding identity narratives (Hoskins 1998)? The presentation will focus on identity narratives and their relationship to artefacts from homes in a post-colonial context (Witcomb 2003; Littler and Naidoo 2005; Said 1978). The architecture and spaces of the home will be considered in relation to identity narratives and transformations of identities across diasporas.

References

Hoskins, J. (1998) Biographical Objects: How Things Tell The Stories of People’s Lives. London: Routledge.

Littler, J. and Naidoo, R. (2005) (eds)  The Politics of Heritage: The Legacies of ‘Race’. London: Routledge

Said, E. (1978) Orientalism. London; Penguin.

Witcomb, A. (2003) Re-imagining the Museum: Beyond the Mausoleum. London; Routledge.

Dr Julia Davies (School of Education, University of Sheffield)
‘Chilli – stylist’s own’: Online Enactments of the Domestic

Prior to the invention of digital cameras, amateur photographs depicting aspects of domestic life have traditionally been material artefacts reserved for restricted viewing within the confines of the home. Photographs representing ‘family life’ have been the most common type shown within the home, reflecting, highlighting, even shaping aspects of the lives from which they are drawn – often accumulating narratives of family identity within that domain (Hirsch, 2002; Kuhn, 1995). 

Drawing on a study of a photosharing website (Flickr.com), the presentation explores ways in which domestic life is represented and talked about through online screen based images and text, where traditional boundaries between the public and private spheres are being extended, challenged or eroded. The paper reflects on the presentation and subject of the images; the narratives around them, and at how new digital tools and practices are impacting on the ways in which we see and represent ourselves within the domestic setting. The paper adopts a broad cultural studies approach to looking at  ‘the everyday’, in the tradition of de Certeau (1984), Lefebvre (1971), and Moran (2005) but looks at people’s photographic representations of their domestic lives and considers the social learning that happens through the process of sharing such representations online.  Third space theory (Soja, 1996) is invoked to explore aspects of the global/local practices on Flickr, and to reflect on the processes of online social learning, with particular reference to the domestic.

References

DeCerteau, M. (1984) The Practice of Everyday Life. London:  University of California Press. 

Hirsch, M. (2002) Family Frames: photography, narrative and postmemory. Cambridge Massachusetts and London, England: Harvard University Press. 

Kuhn, A. (1995) Family Secrets: Acts of Memory and Imagination. London: Verso. 

Lefebvre, H. (1971) Everyday Life in the Modern World.  (Translated by Rabinovich, S. ) London: Allen Lane.

Moran, J. (2005) Reading the Everyday. London: Routledge.

Soja, E.W. (1996) ThirdSpace.  Oxford: Blackwell. 

