20011/12 LAW MODULES FOR MA in GLOBAL POLITICS & LAW
SEMESTER 1 MODULES
	judicial protection in the eu
	Module Code LAW683


15 Credits

This module is an advanced level introduction to the European Union and the use of law as a mechanism for European integration. Particular attention is paid to the role of the courts in the process and discussions will focus on close analysis of the decision of the Court of Justice of the European Union. Students will develop an understanding of the relationships between EU law and national law, in particular the impact of EU law within national legal systems.

Teaching method:
Two-hour seminars.

Assessment:
Essay

Module Co-ordinator:
Dr Paul James Cardwell (p.cardwell@sheffield.ac.uk)

	Eu internal market law
	Module Code LAW686


15 Credits

This module seeks to provide an advanced level exploration of the historical, theoretical and legal foundations of market integration. It will examine the processes of integration, both “positive” and “negative” and the creation of the internal market. It will introduce the main elements of the “four freedoms” – goods, persons, services and capital. Its approach to the subject is thematic, by seeking to identify and deconstruct core concepts such as regulation and de-regulation, harmonisation, non-discrimination, mutual recognition, and public interest imperatives. Account will be taken of the broader aims of the European integration project, in particular the balance between its “economic” and “social” objectives.

Teaching method:
Two-hour seminars.

Assessment:
Essay

Module Co-ordinator:
Dr Paul James Cardwell (p.cardwell@sheffield.ac.uk)
	EU social law
	Module Code LAW687


15 Credits

This module seeks to provide a detailed, specialised and advanced module on the social law of the European Union. The module will focus upon the legal dimensions of the contribution of the institutions of the European Union to the creation, implementation and enforcement of social policy provisions. Attention is paid to the contexts in which the European Union creates and influences social law, and the effects of membership of the European Union on national legal and social regimes.

Advanced reading:
T. Hervey, European Social Law & Policy (Longman, 1998) Chapter 1 (p. 1-12)

Teaching method:
Two-hour seminars.

Assessment:
Essay

Module Co-ordinator:
Professor Tamara Hervey (t.hervey@sheffield.ac.uk)
	INTERNATIONAL LAW OF THE SEA
	Module Code LAW699


15 Credits

More than two-thirds of the earth’s surface is covered by water, and the sea and the sea-bed are used by states for a variety of purposes. The creation of rules to govern activities in these areas has consequently become one of the most important functions of contemporary internal law. The aim of this module is to study how this is achieved and the main legal principles which have been developed. The module covers both an analysis of the various maritime zones (including the territorial sea, the continental shelf, the exclusive economic zone, the high seas and the deep sea-bed) and related maritime issues (such as marine pollution and the regulation of fishing rights).

Introductory reading:
The International Law of the Sea, Donald Rothwell & Tim Stephens (Hart Publishing, 2010).

Teaching method:
Two-hour seminars.

Assessment:
Essay

Module Co-ordinator:
Professor Duncan French (d.french@sheffield.ac.uk)

	PHILOSOPHICAL, MORAL & LEGAL FOUNDATIONS OF INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS 
	Module Code LAW6109


15 Credits

Human rights law is a complex and controversial area of law. In recent years, horrific events in places such as Kosovo, Rwanda, Burma and Darfur have presented major challenges to the international community and to international human rights law specifically. Additionally, human rights protection varies across the globe, across continents, nations and even across regions within nations. What are human rights? Who should be held liable for human rights violations? Is the international community in a position to regulate human rights? Should human rights be the same everywhere? This module focuses on these questions as well as on the various international and regional human rights frameworks which have been developed to provide protection for vulnerable individuals and groups. Case studies will be examined to foster critical knowledge and analysis.

Teaching method:
Two-hour seminars.

Assessment:
Essay

Module Co-ordinator:
Ms Sorcha MacLeod (s.macleod@sheffield.ac.uk)

	LAW OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS
	Module Code LAW60038


30 Credits

With the inception of the UN system in 1945, inter-governmental organisations have become an integral feature of international relations. This module examines the legal regimes governing and produced by organisations. Issues considered include the legal and conceptual nature of organisations, legal personality, legal powers, membership issues, budgetary matters, representation, decision making, legal orders, accountability, responsibility, democracy, and the role of non-state actors within organisations. The module will draw on a range of organisations from the UN, to the WTO, NATO and the EU.

Pre-requisites:
Previous knowledge of international law required.

Teaching method:
Two-hour seminars.

Assessment:
Essay.

Module co-ordinator:
Mr Russell Buchan (r.j.buchan@sheffield.ac.uk)

	principles of international law
	Module Code LAW60047


15 Credits

This module provides students with a foundational knowledge of public international law. The topics covered include the theory and history of international law, sources and subjects of international law, adjudication and enforcement, as well as case studies such as the UN’s regulation of the use of force and protection of human rights.

Introductory reading:
Either Evans, M., International Law (Oxford, 2nd edn., 2006) or Shaw, M., International Law (Cambridge, 6th edn., 2008) and Harris, D., Cases & Materials on International Law (Sweet & Maxwell, 6th edn., 2004).

Teaching method:
Two-hour seminars.

Assessment:
Essay

Module co-ordinator:
Professor Duncan French (d.french@sheffield.ac.uk)
	LEGAL RESEARCH METHODS
	Module Code LAW60058


15 Credits

This module seeks to provide an advanced level introduction to the diverse spectrum of legal scholarship and legal research methods and techniques. The module will promote awareness of a wide range of legal research methods. Students will refresh or enhance their legal research skills and receive training in a range of research methods and techniques. The module will assist students to develop their skills in legal research proposal writing, and the carrying out of legal research projects. This will assist in the preparation of the dissertation.

Teaching method:
Two-hour seminars.

Assessment:
Essay

Module Co-ordinator:
TBC

SEMESTER TWO MODULES
	INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL LAW
	Module Code LAW647


15 Credits

This module provides a wide-ranging review of current issues of international concern in the area of environmental protection. As well as consideration of matters such as transboundary pollution control, global environmental harm and issues relating to the conservation and sustainable use of living resources, the module will also consider the development of general principles of international environmental law, such as the precautionary principle and sustainable development.

Introductory reading:
There are two recommended books for this module, either of which would be suitable to purchase: Birnie, P., Boyle, A. and Redgwell, C., International Law & the Environment (Oxford, 2008, 3rd edition, forthcoming) or Sands, P., Principles of International Environmental Law (Cambridge, 2003, 2nd edition). As a general introduction to and a useful overview of the topic, you may wish to consult Redgwell, C., ‘International Environmental Law’ in Evans, M., (ed.), International Law (Oxford, 2nd edition, 2006).

Teaching method:
Two-hour seminars.

Assessment:

Essay.

Module co-ordinator: 
Professor Duncan French (d.french@sheffield.ac.uk)

	Freedom, security & Criminal justice in the EU
	Module Code LAW679


15 Credits

The module aims to provide students with an advanced understanding of the developing competence of the European Union in the realm of criminal justice. Drawing upon legal, criminological and political science literatures, it will examine the shifting rationales for EU involvement and consider the ways in which they operate to promote, or to ameliorate, the use and application of penal measures. The nature and the increasing intensity of the Union’s activities raise many critical questions in relation to governance and these will form a further focus of study.

Introductory reading:
Baker & Harding, ‘From past imperfect to future imperfect? A longitudinal study of the Third Pillar’ (2009) 34 European Law Review 25-34.

Teaching method:
Students are expected to come to seminars prepared to discuss the advance reading and pre-set questions that relate to it. They may also be asked to make brief presentations on parts of the seminar material.


Two-hour seminars.

Assessment:
Essay.

Module Co-ordinator:
TBC

	eu constitutional law
	Module Code LAW682


15 Credits

This module seeks to provide an advanced level introduction to the theory and practice of public (constitutional and administrative) law of the European Union. The ‘constitutionalisation’ of the EU provides the leitmotif of the module. The option will cover the aspects of the EU’s institutional framework and administrative law. The notions of legal and political accountability of the EU as a ‘system of governance’ will be explored in depth and students will have the opportunity to discuss contemporary issues and theoretical perspectives within European integration and their legal dimensions.

Teaching method:
Two-hour seminars.
Assessment:
Essay

Module co-ordinator:
Dr Paul James Cardwell (p.cardwell@sheffield.ac.uk)

	international criminal justice
	Module Code LAW684


15 Credits

This module will examine crimes of an international nature, committed by individuals, which require an international response. It aims to create awareness of the history and development of international criminal law as a system and as a specific area of international law relating to international crimes; to encourage appreciation of the limitations of the international criminal system; and to stimulate critical thought on emerging issues and standards under international criminal law.

Introductory reading:
Robertson (2006), Crimes Against Humanity: the struggle for global justice especially chapters 6, 10 and 12


Savelsberg (2010), Crime & Human Rights: Criminology of Genocide & Atrocities


Students may also wish to view Hotel Rwanda, 2004, United Artists Films. An excellent move, 3 Oscar nominations. Good background information on the Rwanda genocide.

Teaching methods:
Two-hour seminars.

Assessment:
Essay

Module Co-ordinator:
Mr Russell Buchan (r.j.buchan@sheffield.ac.uk)

	Eu internal market law
	Module Code LAW686


15 Credits

This module seeks to provide an advanced level exploration of the historical, theoretical and legal foundations of market integration. It will examine the processes of integration, both “positive” and “negative” and the creation of the internal market. It will introduce the main elements of the “four freedoms” – goods, persons, services and capital. Its approach to the subject is thematic, by seeking to identify and deconstruct core concepts such as regulation and de-regulation, harmonisation, non-discrimination, mutual recognition, and public interest imperatives. Account will be taken of the broader aims of the European integration project, in particular the balance between its “economic” and “social” objectives.

Teaching method:
Two-hour seminars.

Assessment:
Essay

Module co-ordinator:

Professor Tamara Hervey (t.hervey@sheffield.ac.uk)

	LEGAL ASPECTS OF THE EU’s EXTERNAL RELATIONS
	Module Code LAW6099


15 Credits

The topic areas of this module cover the substantive areas of the EU’s external relations from a legal perspective: external commercial relations (including provisions on investment, the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) and Common Defence and Security Policy (CDSP), European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) as well as external aspects of ‘internal’ policies including Freedom, Security and Justice. Students will also have the opportunity to explore the theoretical dimensions of the subject, including how ‘law’ works in an area generally regarding as being largely ‘political’. The teaching of the module will draw on the students’ previous knowledge and experience of the European Union and its legal and institutional framework, as well as engaging in topical discussions about contemporary issues. The teaching format will therefore draw on using contemporary examples to highlight the legal problems and issues experienced by the EU in its quest to be an effective international actor.

Teaching method:
Two-hour seminars.
Assessment:
Essay.
Module Co-ordinator:
Dr Paul James Cardwell (p.cardwell@sheffield.ac.uk)

	intellectual property law & the biosciences
	Module Code LAW6106


30 Credits

This module focuses on various intellectual property rights which have been developed to 'protect' biological material, including plant variety rights, patents, geographical indicators and the new traditional resource rights. In particular the module will look at developments at the European and international levels and analyse the extent to which the implementation and application of these reflect changing social, scientific, political and legal (and ethical) attitudes towards the biosciences. This is an advanced module that will challenge the students’ ability to grasp and critically assess the appropriateness of both the rights granted and the operation of those rights once granted alongside understanding the substantive and conceptual principles underpinning the range of intellectual property rights which can be used to protect/control biological material. It introduces students to the diversity of approaches to applying and interpreting the substantive legal provisions.

Teaching consists of 12 x 2 hour seminars. The teaching will be based on small group participation, reading lists and handouts will be given out in advance with directed work to be done, individually and/or in groups; some weeks will involve student presentations, and self-directed research. Each seminar will cover discussion on principles and justifications on a theme related to rights over pharmaceutical or agricultural related biological material rights followed by legal forumations of principles/case law and culminating in the implications for society and policy issues. 
The student will be assessed on their knowledge in various fundamental principles regarding the grant and protection of rights over pharmaceutical or agricultural related biological material rights at the national and international levels and their ability to strengthen and deepen this knowledge through independent research in these and related areas. The set questions will require them to apply their knowledge to topical unsettled issues thereby testing their skills of applying knowledge to problem areas. The student will also be assessed on their ability to apply interdisciplinary thinking linking law, philosophy and policy.

Teaching method:
Two-hour seminars.

Assessment:
Essay

Module Co-ordinator: 
Dr Chamu Kuppuswamy (c.kuppuswamy@sheffield.ac.uk)
	INTERNATIONAL & REGIONAL SYSTEMS OF HUMAN RIGHTS PROTECTION
	Module Code LAW6111


15 Credits

Building on the theoretical issues covered in LAW6109, this module provides a broad survey of arrangements for protecting human rights at the international level. It examines the key human rights treaties and instruments and the procedures for implementing them in the United Nations, through regional institutions and elsewhere.  The effectiveness of adjudicatory and non-adjudicatory systems of supervision are compared and current developments, including the work of international tribunals, are also covered. The roles of non-State actors such as Non-Governmental Organisations and business entities in the human rights sphere are also examined. To show how these arrangements function in practice, claims involving selected rights are examined through case studies.

Teaching method:
Two hour seminars.

Assessment:
Essay

Module co-ordinator:
Ms Sorcha MacLeod (s.macleod@sheffield.ac.uk)

	EUROPEAN UNION MIGRATION LAW
	Module Code LAW6112


15 Credits

This module seeks to provide a detailed, specialised and advanced course on European Union immigration law. The module will focus upon the legal dimensions of the contribution of the institutions of the European Union to the creation, implementation and enforcement of immigration legislation. Attention will also be paid to the contexts in which the European Union creates and influences immigration law as well as the political motivations and consequences of its choices. It will also critically analyse the jurisprudence of the Court of Justice of the European Union in the area.
Introductory reading:
Boeles, Pieter et al, European Migration Law (Intersentia, 2009).
Teaching method:
Two-hour seminars.

Assessment:
Essay

Module co-ordinator:
Dr Diego Acosta Arcarazo (d.acosta@sheffield.ac.uk) 
	INTERNATIONAL LAW OF THE USE OF FORCE
	Module Code LAW60044


15 Credits

Recent conflicts in Kosovo, Afghanistan and Iraq have attracted much debate on the legality of going to war. This module looks at that international legal debate, drawing upon practice and doctrine in the area known traditionally as the jus ad bellum. The topics considered are: limitations upon war in international law; the prohibition on the use of armed force in the UN Charter; the right of self-defence; humanitarian intervention; collective security and UN military action; and regionalism and collective security.

Teaching methods:
Two-hour seminars.

Assessments:
Essay

Module co-ordinator:
Mr Russell Buchan (r.j.buchan@sheffield.ac.uk)

	INTERNATIONAL MONETARY & DEVELOPMENT LAW
	Module Code LAW60048


15 Credits

This module focuses on the rules of public international law and the relevant international institutions concerned with the international economic relations of states. Seeking to place the law in a historical and socio-economic context, the module will examine the operation and activities of the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank Group (Bretton Woods Institutions). The module will also examine the protection of foreign investment, the right to development and the regulation of trans-national corporations.

Introductory reading:
There is no one recommended textbook for this module. However, I hope to be referring to Qureshi, A., and Ziegler, A., International Economic Law (Sweet & Maxwell, 2nd edn, 2007) forthcoming – the first edition is still available which will be referenced as suggested reading for a number of the seminars. I also refer to Lowenfield, A., International Economic Law (Oxford, 2002). As a general introduction to and a useful overview of the topic, you may wish to consult Loibl, G., ‘International Economic Law’ in Evans, M., (ed.), International Law (Oxford, 2nd edn, 2006).

Teaching method:
One two-hour lecture

Two-hour seminars
Assessment:
Essay
Module Co-ordinator:
Professor Duncan French (d.french@sheffield.ac.uk)

	Law of the world trade organization
	Module Code LAW60053


15 Credits

The 'Law of the World Trade Organization' examines the rules, institutions and actors involved in the operation of international trade law, with particular reference to the World Trade Organization (WTO) and its related trade agreements, such as the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), the Agreement on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement), the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement), and the Anti-Dumping Agreement. The module reviews both the legal and institutional processes of the WTO and selected substantive areas of the law, including the so-called "linkage" issues of development, environmental protection and investment.

Recommended text:
P. van den Bossche, "The Law and Policy of the World Trade Organization: Texts, Cases and Materials" (Cambridge, 2008, 2nd ed.)

Teaching method: 
Two-hour seminars.

Assessment:
Essay.

Module Co-ordinator:
Professor Duncan French (d.french@sheffield.ac.uk)

	INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW
	Module Code LAW60054


15 Credits

Despite the regular pictures of appalling atrocities committed in war-time, whether in Iraq or in Chechnya or the Democratic Republic of the Congo, there are international laws that purport to regulate the conduct of hostilities. This module considers the most controversial of these provisions governing, amongst others, the treatment of non-combatants, the choice of targets and the prosecution of suspected war criminals in the area of law traditionally termed the jus in bello. Topics considered are: the framework of the jus in bello; combatant status; weapons and targets; internal armed conflicts; the law of occupation; and war crimes.

Teaching method:
Two-hour seminars.

Assessment:
Essay.

Module co-ordinator:
Mr Russell Buchan (r.j.buchan@sheffield.ac.uk)

