Dos and Don’ts before and during the viva

	                     DON’T
	           DO

	Be dogmatic
	Be thoughtful and reflective

	       defensive
	Be honest

	       rude
	Direct, but not rude

	       long winded
	Be concise and specific (but don’t give one word answers)

	Try to please examiners by contriving to include their work in the references
	Carry out some ‘homework’ on the examiners and their work

	Demand certain examiners e.g. for being the ‘expert’ in your field
	Have some involvement in discussing and choosing the examiners

	Be ‘laid back’ and blasé ; think about your ‘body language’ and dress sense
	Be prepared, but not over-prepared e.g. by trying to predict questions

	Be apologetic for what you’ve done
	Be confident (but not over confident)


