Questions That Might Be Asked In A Viva
 (Though Probably Not In This Order)

1. General

Motivation: what made you do this piece of research? Why did you choose this topic? Why do think it is important?

Position:  What is your own position (professional or personal) in relation to this field and these research questions? What prior conceptions and / or experiences did you bring to this study? How did your own position/ background/ bias affect your data analysis and your data collection?

Contribution: please could you summarise your thesis? What are the main findings of your research? What would somebody from this field learn from reading your thesis that they didn’t know before? What did you learn from doing it? What original contribution to knowledge do you feel that you have made?

Publication: which elements of your work do you feel are worthy of publication and/or presentation at a conference? What plans do you have for publication and dissemination? Has any of the work been published or presented already? (Note that the practice of disseminating some of the work via (say) a conference presentation or a journal paper is within the regulations of most Universities)

 2. Theories And Theoretical Frameworks

Please talk us through the main research questions that you were trying to address in your work. What was the origin of these questions?

What theories/ theoretical frameworks/ perspectives have you drawn upon in your research?

Which theories did your study illuminate, if any?

3. Literature Review

What shaped or guided your literature review? Why did it cover the areas that it did? (And not others) Why did you / didn’t you include the work of X in your study?

4.On Methodology And Analysis Of Data

Methodology: why did you employ the methods you used? Why not others e.g. X? What informed your choice of methods? What would you do differently, with hindsight?

The Sample: why did you select this sample? Can you see any problems with it? If it is a small-scale study, can you justify why so few were involved? ( note that these questions would only apply with certain types of research)

Data analysis: did anything surprise you in the data (‘hit you in the face’)? Any anomalies?  How did you analyse your data? How did you categorise /filter the data? Did themes emerge from your data (a posteriori) or did you ‘bring them to the data’ (a priori)? Why did you analyse it in this way? Could it have been done in another way? 

Further work: which aspects of the work could be taken further? How?

5. Generalisability and key messages

How far do think you can generalise from your work? What lessons can be learnt from it by practitioners/ policy makers/ other researchers? The ‘so what’ question: what are its key messages and implications?

7. Open Forum

Reflections on the thesis: what are its strengths? And its limitations or weaknesses (with hindsight)? Is there anything else you would like to say or discuss that we have not asked you about?

