Dr Steve Legg

Racial intimacy and imperial feminism: Meliscent Shephard's anti-brothel quest in colonial India.

This paper seeks to construct an anti-nostalgic portrait of an imperial feminist. As the representative of the Association for Moral and Social Hygiene (AMSH) in India between 1929 and 1947, Meliscent Shephard was an embodiment of the feminist urge to challenge patriarchal gender relations, but also of the imperialist urge to classify and fathom the world through a series of racist typologies. Despite an earlier belief that blame for the exploitation of prostitutes lay with the colonial state and economy, she later fell back on explanations based on notions of Indian society and religion. Operating in a period of heightened anti-colonial nationalism, these latter views thwarted any hope of her forging successful connections with emergent Indian social reform groups. This failure to cultivate intimate relations with Indian colleagues marks a failure at the level of national and racial politics. Shephard did, however, cultivate an intimate relationship with correspondents at the AMSH in London, while her experiences of the sexual geographies of Indian cities provided a form of intimate interaction that would inspire her mission to close down tolerated brothels. These scales of intimate engagement highlight some of the intimate frontiers at which the affective grid of colonial politics was marked out, and through which the diffuse routes of governmental power circulated.
Dr Kanchana Ruwanpura

Gender Awareness & Action: The Ethno-Gender Dynamics of Sri Lankan NGOs.

Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) are the modus operandi in the development arena at this juncture. Many, including feminists, place much faith in these actors for creating a progressive space for social, political, and economic activities to be  undertaken. This article employs fieldwork evidence from eastern Sri Lanka, carried out in 1998–1999 and early 2004, to challenge this simplistic reading. The primary social group that was studied during the fieldwork period was female-headed households. This article argues that there are different types of NGO working in multiple ways in the region, and it is important to distinguish between these differences. NGOs that primarily execute development-oriented projects without considering the ethno-nationalist and gender politics are culpable of the violence of development. It is only when NGOs are in local communities for the long haul that they are able to develop a commitment to reassess and evaluate the social transformative potential of their activities. Using a feminist political economy perspective this article argues that it is important and necessary that NGOs confront social, political, and economic structures, including ethnic identity politics, if their activities are to lead to transformative feminist politics. In other words, NGOs would have to do more than pay lip service to gender mainstreaming, as is more often the case. These actors need to recognize and understand the potency of ethno-nationalist politics, social structures, social exclusion, and social injustice in order to create social spaces that are enabling of women’s agency in the local communities within which they work and operate.

Dr M. Vijayabaskar and Dr Andrew Wyatt 

The re-positioning of Tamil identity in the new political economy 

This paper reflects on a number of developments in the contemporary politics of Tamil Nadu as they relate to the politics of identity.  We use the recently released Tamil film Sivaji: The Boss as a way of reflecting on recent developments in the politics of Tamil Nadu.  We argue that the film is of significant interest as a text offering, even in its more mundane elements, insights into a range of issues of political and economic significance.  The film reflects the cosmopolitan orientation of the Dravidian identity associated with upwardly mobile elements of a Non-Brahmin middle class.

Dr John Zavos.  

Situating Hindu Nationalism in the UK: Vishwa Hindu Parishad and the development of British Hindu Identity

This paper assesses the role of Hindu nationalism in the development of Hindu identity in Britain.  It begins by reviewing academic approaches to Hindu nationalism in the diaspora.  Some accounts lay heavy emphasis on the organisational capabilities of the Sangh Parivar, arguing that the authoritarian network of organisations apparent in India is reproduced in the various contexts of Hindu settlement, especially in the west.  In this paper I argue that this degree of organisational intentionality is not borne out by the evidence in the UK.  Although the organisations of the Sangh have achieved some degree of success in establishing their presence, in national arenas they frequently give way to umbrella organisations such as the Hindu Forum of Britain (HFB) or the Hindu Council UK (HCUK).  This does not, however, mean that Hindu nationalism is not a significant force in the construction of Hindu identity in the UK.  The paper goes on to use a case study of the local Vishwa Hindu Parishad in Manchester in order to argue that elements of Hindu nationalism are consistently propagated at this more localised level, and that these ideas fuel a ‘Hindutva effect’ which has an ideological influence far beyond the reach of the organisations of the Sangh.  The paper returns to the HFB and HCUK to demonstrate how this influence is played out in national organisations, arguing that the developing public face of Hindu-ness in Britain is strongly marked by a discourse of Hindu nationalism which is all the more significant for the fact that it is not institutionally bound to the various local representatives of the Sangh Parivar. 

