DEPARTMENT OF MATERIALS SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING
STAFF STUDENT COMMITTEE
SSC70 

20th October 2010 at 12.10pm in the Hadfield Room 

413. 
Present
Emma Caille, Mel Carter, Piotr Geca, Sarah Haine, John Harding, Louise Mason, Helen Moore, Michael Ojovan, Eric Palmiere, James Powell, Jithendra Ratnayake, Karl Travis, Allan Matthews (partly) 
414.
Apologies

Bev Lane, Sheue Ker Tiong, Shaowei Zhang, C. Keshvani (?), D. Murfin (?), F. McCool (?) 

415.
Minutes of SSC69
The minutes of SSC69 were approved

416.
Matters Arising 

408iv MAT1410 – JHH confirmed that PVH and himself had discussed the issue of missed lectures and had resolved the issue for this year. The 1st year reps confirmed that all lectures had taken place. 

417.
Library information (Helen Moore) 

Helen informed the committee that the survey of lending services was very successful with over 1100 respondents. 56% of students felt that the fines were too high. Helen informed the committee that changes to the way that fines are applied will be considered and we encourage all students to keep their accounts up to date to reduce fines. Email reminders are sent to students reminding them that their books are overdue. Books from the central library can now be returned to any library.
Helen informed the committee that support is available for students working on their dissertation/thesis, so encouraged students to ask for help.
The library opening hours have increased. It is now open 9am – 9pm and 2-6pm on Saturday and Sunday (self service).

418.
Points raised by Student Representatives 
(a) 3rd Year Materials Science and Engineering (James Powell)

i. Wednesday afternoons are meant to be for sport however quite a few lectures have been arranged can this be changed for next semester. JHH confirmed that this was an issue with the central timetabling system which caused problems last minute. In future this slot will be blocked out. It is not compulsory however Materials do try to honor this. 

  ACTION: MIO to discuss with Tracy/HK 
(ii) According to a survey we are the 4th worst department for the feedback given on Continuous assessment. How can this be improved? JHH informed that that faculty is repeatedly trying to deal with this issue. The assignment cover sheet is currently being reviewed to see if this can help give more effective feedback. Students would like to see a breakdown of the mark scheme and a few points of areas where we are going wrong and areas where we can improve. EJP suggested that students could contact the individual lecturers directly for further feedback. 
(b) 1st Year Biomaterials Science and Tissue Engineering (J Ratnayake) 
(i) We have had problems printing coversheets however this seems to be have been solved. LCM confirmed that she had reported the problems and they have been dealt with, however if students are still having problems please let her know. 

(c) Postgraduate (Sarah Haine) 

(i) The ladies toilets on E Floor keep flooding – Mel confirmed that this had been reported. 
(ii) DDP – This seems to be causing confusion as to what is expected.

(iii) RTP – Students taking RTP modules are concerned that they cannot see all of the module results on MUSE, we do receive paper copies however these are not always up to date.

          ACTION: MIO to discuss with NAM
419.
Points raised by Academic and Technical Staff

(i) AM asked students for the opinion on the new cyber café. Students felt that it was a good idea however a printer would be useful. 
       ACTION: AM to look at options of providing a printer with a swipe card system 
(ii) JHH informed the committee that MRJG is on long term sick leave, as far as we know all of his teaching activities have been covered, however if anything has been missed please let us know and he apologised for the short notice which was unavoidable.

420.
Any other business  
MIO informed the committee that we need a student to chair the meetings. James Powell volunteered and this was agreed.
421. 
Date of next meeting

The next meeting will take place on 24th November at 12.10pm in the Hadfield Room 

