Sheffield helps local chemical companies improve safety

Safety, Health and the Environment (SHE) is the number one priority in the chemicals and chemical-using industries today.  ‘Responsible Care’ is more than a phrase - it is a way of life.  With that in mind the Department of Chemical and Process Engineering at the University of Sheffield started a two-year programme supported by Yorkshire Forward in June 2004.  The aim of the programme was to transfer the wealth of knowledge in process safety and loss prevention at the University to the chemicals industry within Yorkshire and Humberside.
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Simon Butler (pictured right), the Department’s Business Development Manager tells us more: “The project was an overwhelming success.  Over 50 places on our process safety and loss prevention training courses were filled by representatives of the chemicals and chemical using industries in Yorkshire and Humber.  Not only was the initial feedback from course delegates very good, but I was delighted to hear so many positive stories of how the delegates had put what they had learnt into practice back at base.”
Ionic Solutions – Specialty Chemicals

One such story was told by Derek Erby, SHE Manager of specialty chemicals firm Ionic Solutions from Bradford. He attended the February 2006 Applied Hazard and Operability (HAZOP) course at Sheffield.  Derek attended the course because Ionic Solutions had recently acquired a new chemical plant from another company in Doncaster.  He said “I needed to do a full plant audit with HAZOPs of the new plant.  As I am a chemist the course was useful as it made the process of conducting the audit so much easier.  While I was on the course I realised that I needed some more manpower for this task and recruited one of Sheffield’s chemical engineering students to help me over the summer.  This, combined with the knowledge from the course, has meant that we will have completed the work in three months rather than six.  The course and involvement with Sheffield has saved me three months worth of work”.
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Derek Erby (left) and Derek Taylor (right) of Ionic Solutions conduct a HAZOP risk assessment helped by Sheffield chemical engineering student Faheem Ijaz (centre)
AH Marks

Paul Else, Site Production Manager at AH Marks in Wyke is another who is quick to sing the praises of this Yorkshire Forward-supported programme. He commented that “during preparations for our recent COMAH (Control of Major Accident Hazards) safety report submission, it was necessary to model various major accident hazard scenarios.  An external agency were contracted to carry out the detailed analyses, but the knowledge I gained from the Sheffield course proved to be invaluable in the interpretation of the results and the subsequent discussions with the contractor.  I would recommend the course as an introduction to a wide range of techniques used in hazard appraisal and am convinced that my attendance resulted in time savings and increased accuracy.”
SigmaKalon

Chris Seaton, Health & Safety Officer of paint manufacturer SigmaKalon in Batley is another successful course attendee.  He attended the Process Safety Management & Loss Prevention training course in April 2005.  Chris told us “I knew that we were due to re-write our COMAH report so I enrolled on the course at Sheffield.  I found the course very useful as the materials helped guide us when writing the report.  I estimate that the course saved us two weeks of work on our report and easily paid for itself.”
Lyondell

Steve Mumby, Training Manager at Lyondell Chemical in Stallingborough is also very impressed with the Sheffield courses.  He told us that “David Spreadborough, a Process Safety Engineer at Stallingborough spoke very highly of the Process Safety Management and Loss Prevention course he attended in April 2006. I would therefore be happy to endorse any of the courses offered at Sheffield for the 20 members of staff who are involved in Process Safety Management at Lyondell”. 

For more information, please visit www.shef.ac.uk/cpe/shortcourses
