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Student Transitions FrameworkStudent Transitions Framework

Academic CycleAcademic Cycle

Psychological, Psychological, 
and and 

DevelopmentalDevelopmental

Learning to Learning to 
LearnLearn

Sense of Sense of 
BelongingBelonging

Transitions caused by predictable events in the Transitions caused by predictable events in the 
academic cycle, experienced by all students.  academic cycle, experienced by all students.  
Key points Key points –– joining, orientation, first exams, writing joining, orientation, first exams, writing 
up, graduating.up, graduating.

Psychological and social transitions, some of which Psychological and social transitions, some of which 
may be caused by university life, some of which may may be caused by university life, some of which may 
be part of a normal process of developmentbe part of a normal process of development..

Developing as an independent learner, making the Developing as an independent learner, making the 
move from school to university study, dealing with move from school to university study, dealing with 
raising of the bar.raising of the bar.

Transitions related to the process of becoming part Transitions related to the process of becoming part 
of and detaching from communities.  Leaving home, of and detaching from communities.  Leaving home, 
joining university community, joining new friendship joining university community, joining new friendship 
groups.groups.
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•• Developing a sense of identityDeveloping a sense of identity
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… our students in their ability to 
negotiate these transitions successfully, 
enhancing the student experience 

Support, Develop, 
Enable…

… staff to support students effectively, 
across the whole range of transitions, 
throughout the student journey 

… collaborative frameworks which allow 
us to work on transitions issues together 
with partners across the university, 
remembering that student transition 
support is at heart a collaborative task 
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Thanks for listening!Thanks for listening!
alan.phillips@sheffield.ac.ukalan.phillips@sheffield.ac.uk


