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 “Doing Law beyond the State:  
Research Methodologies in Comparative, European and Public and Private 

International Law” 

A Scoping Workshop, University of Sheffield, January 18th and 19th 2013 

Preliminary Programme 

Day 1 – Friday 18th January 2013 

1100 – 
1130 

Coffee and Registration  

1130 – 
1215 

Welcome Address and Structured Opening Roundtable Discussion 

1215 – 
1300 

Lunch 

 
1300 – 
1500 

 
Panel 1 (Plenary) - What is (our) methodology for? 

Chair – Tamara Hervey 

1. Jaako Husa, ‘Fictional Unity or Polycentric Plurality – New Methodology of Legal Research?’ 

2. Richard Collins, ‘Doing International Law as doing… Something? Functionalism and the 
Methodological Quagmire of International Legal Scholarship’ 

3. Mario Prost, ‘Methodology as Epistemological Strategy in International Law: A Historical Perspective’ 

4. Bal Sokhi-Bulley, ‘‘Space’, ‘Tactics’ and ‘Techniques’– Alternative Methodologies and (EU) Law’ 

Discussants – TBC 

1445 – 
1515 

Coffee Break 

 
1530 – 
1730 

 
Panel 2A – Methodology as a Motor for Change 

Chair – TBC 

1. Achilles Skordas, ‘International Law and Social 
Change’ 

2. Bojan Bugaric, ‘Europe Against the Left? Legal 
Limits to Progressive Politics?’ 

3. Christine Schwöbel, ‘The Individual versus the 
Social: One Man to Rule them All’ 

4. Floris de Witte, ‘The Limits of Integration 
through Law’ 

Discussants – TBC 

 
Panel 1B – Crossing Borders and Boundaries I 

Chair – TBC 

1. Panos Kapotas, ‘What is the Distance from 
Luxembourg to Strashourg? Gender Equality as 
a Positive Obligation under EU Law and the 
ECHR’ 

2. Rebecca Zahn, ‘Trade Unions and European 
Union Enlargement: An Interdisciplinary 
Approach’ 

3. Ugljesa Grusic – ‘EU Law and Methodological 
Changes in Private International Law: 
Protecting the Socio-Economic Borders’ 

4. Amy Ludlow, ‘Using Empirical Pluralism to 
Explore EU Law’ 

Discussants – TBC 

 
1730 – 
1745 
 

 
Round-up of Day One 
Neil Walker and Tamara Hervey 
 

 
1745 – 
1845 

 
Drinks Reception (including “post it” exercise) 
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Day 2 – Saturday 19th January 2013 

0830 – 
0900  

Day 2 registration: coffee and biscuits 

 
0900 – 
1030 

 
Panel 3 (Plenary) – Foundational Problems (or, how we know what (we think) we know about law 
beyond the state) 

Chair – TBC 

1. Gerry Maher, ‘Theory and method in the Dismal Swamp’ 

2. Rory O’Connell, ‘Linking Legal Doctrine and Political Theory’ 

3. Pat Capps, ‘Explaining International Law’ 

Discussants: TBC 
 

1030 – 
1100 

Coffee and Buns 

 
1100 – 
1300 

 
Panel 4A – Understanding Law Beyond the State 
(interpretative and other ontological challenges) 

Chair – TBC 

1. Gleider Hernandez, ‘Perceptions on the 
Function of International Law: The Differing 
Dimensions of Scholarship, Practice and 
Policy’ 

2. Alysia Blackham, ‘Developing New Research 
Methodologies for EU Empirical Research’ 

3. Jean d’Aspremont, ‘Contemporary Techniques 
to Create Knowledge about International Law’ 

4. Lorna Gilles, ‘Understanding Law Beyond the 
State: The Brussels I Regulation Ten Years On 
– An Analysis of the Square of Impact Cases 
and the Implications for the Future’ 

Discussants: TBC 

 
Panel 4B – Crossing Borders and Boundaries 
(part two) 

Chair – TBC 

1. Mark Flear, ‘Viewing Technologies of 
Participation: The Necessity of Going ‘Beyond 
Doctrine’ in Studying Citizen Participation in 
EU Decision-Making’ 

2. Veronica Ruiz Abou-Nigm, ‘To Create and 
Transcend: Boosting the Effectiveness of 
Private International Law in the Age of Legal 
Diversity’ 

3. Antonia Layard, ‘Legal Geographical 
Methodologies and Research on EU Law’ 

4. Emilie Cloatre, ‘From Transnational Law to 
Localised Practices: Actor Network Theory and 
the Making and Unmaking of Global Legal 
Regulation’ 

Discussants –  TBC 

1300 - 
1330 

Round Up of Day 2 and Roundtable Conference Reflection 
Rob Cryer and Tamara Hervey 

1330 - 
1415 

Closing Lunch 

 


