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Background 
This project is part of an ESRC funded White Rose Doctoral Training Centre Social Work Network of three 
studentships, each of which will address an issue where citizens and service users encounter boundaried 
responses by the state.  The Working Across Agency Boundaries: Parents with learning disabilities 
studentship will be based in the Department of Sociological Studies at the University of Sheffield and will 
involve working in Leeds with CHANGE (an organisation of people with learning disabilities campaigning for 
equal rights) as well as with social workers across the region.  The PhD student will participate in White 
Rose Doctoral Training Centre core training in foundations of research and quantitative and qualitative 
methods at the University of Sheffield and will also be able to enrol on social work related modules such as 
Children, Families and Welfare States, and Critical Perspectives on Childhood and Youth.  In addition, the 
student will also be a member of the Centre for Disability Studies at the University of Leeds and will be able 
to ‘audit’ existing modules on the MA Disability Studies.   
 
The PhD project 
Working with an Advisory Group of parents with learning disabilities at CHANGE, the PhD student will 
develop a range of participatory and qualitative methods and skills to explore – from the standpoint of 
parents with learning disabilities – the perspectives and practises of social workers when undertaking joint 
work across the boundary between children’s and adults’ services.  The studentship will develop 
conceptual and theoretical approaches to understanding the perspectives of parents with learning 
disabilities and social workers from children’s and adults’ services and will make recommendations in this 
increasingly important area of social work policy and practice.  Thus the studentship will contribute to the 
theoretical and practical knowledge-base in both social work and disability studies. 
 
The successful applicant will probably have a social work qualification and some experience of working 
with or supporting adults with learning disabilities. 
 
Before applying for a studentship, you must first apply for a PhD with the Department of Sociological 
Studies, University of Sheffield.  Once you’ve received an Application Number, you can then apply for the 
Working Across Agency Boundaries studentship via the University Scholarships Application Process .   
Both applications must be submitted by 5:00pm 3rd February 2012.  
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