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Aerospace Engineering 
News Update Autumn 2005

NEW FLIGHT SIMULATOR

The University of Sheffield has recently received delivery of the new Explorer RD motion simulator to support our Aerospace Engineering research and courses. It has been tailored to our specification and uses cutting edge software to replicate a range of modern flight scenarios.

Dr Tony Dodd, First Year Tutor, says:

“Our state-of-the-art flight simulator allows you to see in practice the performance and handling qualities of the aircraft you are taught about during lectures”

This new flight simulator is also used for group and investigative project work to give you hands-on aerospace engineering experience.

LEARNING RESOURCE CENTRE
A new centre due to open in September 2006 aims to provide an integrated learning environment for undergraduate and taught postgraduate students.
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It will house 900-930 study places and up to 100,000 reference and short-loan books. Around 400 PC’s will have wireless access service available.

Open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, it is designed to enable study individually or as a group with access to IT services, support and advice and other associated services.
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REAL FLYING EXPERIENCE
A new MEng course has been introduced into the Aerospace Engineering programme allowing students the opportunity to gain flying experience, and to qualify for a Pilot’s Licence whilst studying for their Aerospace Engineering degree.  This complements our BEng course which has been running for one year.
Aerospace Engineering with Private Pilot Instruction is designed for those who want to gain real flying experience with two specially designed flying modules being run by flying schools based at Sheffield City Airport.

You will be instructed on ground work in preparation for flight and acquire the necessary training to enable you to apply for either a National or a European Private Pilot’s Licence.
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Jason Forshaw, 2nd Year MEng Aerospace Engineering with Private Pilot Instruction
“The course at Sheffield is excellent! 

It is one of only two aerospace programmes in the country to study such a wide range of professional engineering disciplines combined with flight training.

The flight training allows you to understand aircraft from a pilot’s perspective and prepares you for everything you need to fly, including: meteorology, communications and radiotelephony, and principles of flight. 
The numerous first year activities included flying a Cessna 152 and using a flight simulator.”

BURSARIES FOR TOP STUDENTS
All Engineering degrees are classed as Priority Subjects. This means that you may be eligible for a Prior Achievement Bursary awarding £250 for each A grade you achieve at A Level, regardless of household income. 

For example;
	Grades achieved at A Level:
	AAA

	Prior Achievement Bursary:

	£750


	Grades achieved at A Level:
	ABB

	Prior Achievement Bursary:
	£250


Outreach schemes and bursaries based on household income are also available, which could take the total to £3000 overall.
To find out how much you could be entitled to, try our online Bursary Calculator at www.sheffield.ac.uk/bursaries

GRADUATE DESTINATIONS
A group of international graduate students together with Professor Soutis, Head of Aerospace Engineering, presented a new concept of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) at the 46th International Paris Airshow in June.

It combines a unique combination of flying, landing on sea, diving, emerging and resuming flight to be used in scientific, commercial, civil and military applications.

The presentation was well received and aerospace industries from Belgium, Germany, Finland, France, Israel and the UK expressed an interest in building it.

The students have now set up their own company, Aero Art Ltd, with a view to building the new craft.
www.aero-art.co.uk
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Henry Sowter, MEng, graduated in 2002

"The first graduate job I accepted after obtaining my degree saw me relocate to Switzerland where I held the position as a Financial Analyst. This demonstrates the diverse appeal you will have to employers upon graduation.
The breadth of the Aerospace course at Sheffield is second to none enabling development of your communication, social, team-working and business skills in a manner that will shine through during interviews and when you start your career.

I now work in Project Management for BAE Systems. Personal and interactive skills are essential in order to get the best out of your team - skills you will develop in abundance at Sheffield."
Karen Steele, MEng, graduated in 2002
“After I graduated in 2002 with a Masters degree in Aerospace Engineering, I began working for AEA Technology Rail, a consultancy company in the rail industry.  
The first two years here were spent moving 
around the different departments of the company to gain experience in a wide range of the firm's activities.  I believe the multi-disciplinary nature of the Aerospace course at Sheffield gave me a head start in several areas that I worked in - I was often dealing with systems that required knowledge of more than one area.

My working experience and degree from a respected university made it easy to find further employment. I will soon start work at WS Atkins in the aviation and defence department and will be working on the development of aeroengines.”
AERO PROPULSION SEMINAR
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In October 2005, Aerospace Engineering at Sheffield hosted a half-day seminar sponsored by the Institution of Mechanical Engineers on Evolutionary Concepts in Jet Engine Technology.  Lectures and presentations were given by staff from Rolls-Royce, Qinetiq and the Royal Air Force.  The seminar was attended by around 100 undergraduate students.
