Minutes of Post Doc Society Meeting

Date:  5.10.07

Present:  Matt Cliff (chair), Lee Hunt, Emma Hayhurst, Maya Pandya, Emma Ratcliffe, Alison Graham, Matthew Rolfe, Andy Shepherd, David Wilton, Svetomir Tzokov.

Apologies:  Mark Shepherd, Andrew Cosgrove.

1. Minutes from the previous meeting

2. Reports of Meetings with various people within the department. 

A brief meeting with D. Hornby established he is generally supportive of the PDRS and both he and S. Wilson support the idea of official recognition for contribution to teaching. A dedicated meeting with D. Hornby as new head of department was to be arranged so he could speak with the PDRS.

Geoff Turner as local union representative mentioned a University wide Research Staff working Group, although a nice idea in principle currently a group looking for a mandate. The idea of Post-Docs receiving more recognition for their contributions to the R.A.E. was discussed and is supported in principle by the V.C. for research.

Kathy Jeays-Ward from the research office raised the issue of whether research fellows would be included within the PDRS. After a brief discussion it was decided that Research Fellows as potential employers of CRS would be allowed to attend any courses/activities run by the society but should not play a role in the running of the PDRS as their interests could potentially be in conflict with those of the other society members.

3. Questionnaire results (Emma Hayhurst).

The questionnaire had a very good level of replies and as such should be giving a good indication of what the CRS within the department would like to see. 50% wanted to stay in academia with 4 people wanting to leave and the remainder unsure as to where their future career paths would lie. The majority of the interest expressed was in  the more practical courses (managing junior researchers, grant writing etc.) rather than the more general options (ethics, science and the public...). As a result, more advice on career choice was suggested with the possibility of 1 in 3 of the external speakers for PDRS talks being ex-MBB CRS who have left academic research/lecturing to enter other career paths. Emma also mentioned a careers service contact, Jane Simms, who should be getting in touch shortly. Also in response to the survey, the Med School PDRS courses for grant writing and other key topics could be open to MBB staff as well. The committee were against the idea of a post-doctoral symposium day with mandatory training sessions and presentations.

4. Website (David Wilton)

The site is not live yet as it needs approval but can be seen. Other people may want to take the CMS course and so be able to help with the running of the website. It was decided that there is no real need for a logo for the PDRS, although one may be added at a later date. Photos of the committee for the website were discussed and it was decided to ask Ron Adams the departmental photographer) to do them. A request for suggested links for the website was placed with Jobs/Job sites being the main suggestion. At a future date a BB style place for posting job advertisements might be added.

5. New actions.

Problems with HR (not addressed)

Outside funding (Mark – absent)

Bristol Post Docs (Andy Cosgrove – no progress yet)

Staff Handbook entry (Maya Pandya) – A proposed entry based on contact details and the society mandate from the constitution was put before the committee with no objections. This will be submitted as the entry for the staff handbook.

6. Staff meeting.

An effort to get or maintain Post-doctoral representatives on several of the committees including Safety and Research (both S. Wilson and R. Poole headed committees), however until the handover is settled and the new committees and their remits are decided this may be difficult. Speaking to the heads of these committees and D. Hornby to decide which should have Post-Doctoral representatives was decided as the best course of action.

· A.O.B

Christmas meal with BMS was agreed upon if practical, though venue, date and format have yet to be agreed, suggestions included the Krebs room and a “bring a dish” party.

Matt mentioned the White Rose protein forum was searching for people to present. Contact Mike Williamson.

The date of the next committee meeting was set as the first Friday in November..

