Minutes 12/06/09.

Attendees:

Matt Cliff (MC, Chair), Alison Graham (AG, secretary), Avinash Kale (AK), Andy Shepherd (AS, Events).

1) SRDS. It was noted that the SRDS is currently happening, and although the post-doc soc and the researcher staff development committee have produced an alternative version of the form, the HR produced form has been sent out. Dave Kelly has OK'd the use of our form alongside the HR version.
Action: MC to e-mail MBB form to Linda Harris for circulation.

2) End of contract meetings. MC raised the point that many post-docs are ill-informed about end-of-contract proceedings. When trying to find information about this procedure, the HR web-site is less than informative. 

Action: AS to include simplified, post-doc specific description of the procedure in the starter pack. 

3) Annual General Meeting. The AGM is overdue, and required, because many of the officer posts are to change. It was decided to announce the AGM and sort out specifics about where, when and how much cash we have, later.
Action: MC to email post-docs with announcement, find out from Mark Shepherd and Lee Hunt if they are happy to continue in their roles.

4) Researcher CPD provision. It was noted that there is gap between what is provided as CPD training and what post-docs believe they require. A 2-day “How to be an effective researcher” workshop with very low up-take was contrasted with the highly successful careers talks organised by the post-doc society. AK noted the existence of training for supervision of overseas students, which is likely to be useful in the light of the department's planned activites. 
Action: AG to ascertain who has ultimate control of the funding for CPD. MC to find out who head of research is in Faculty

5) Summer social: it was agreed this would be a good thing, and a BBQ was suggested. Some debate as to what day of the week is good.  AS felt best attendance would come from straight after work on Tues-Thurs, MC felt that Sunday afternoon may be more inclusive.
Action: AS to gauge opinion in the department.

6) Union Researcher Day. This will be on 25th June, and is open to all researchers. MC will be on panel.

7) AOB:

1. It was raised that there had been an increase in harassment of post-docs outside the University. The committee was unsure as to the procedures to deal with this, outside informing the police. The Union was suggested as a potentially interested body. It would be good to know how widespread this is, in terms of numbers and areas of Sheffield.

Matt Cliff

