Minutes of Post Doc Society Meeting 1/12/08

Present: Alison Graham (AG); Emma Hayhurst (EH); Lee Hunt (LH); Matt Cliff (MC)

Apologies: Avinash Kale;

Meeting was quorum, just:

1) Xmas party with BMS:


Jan White is organising this with Dia Xenaki from MBB. It will be on 10th December. Some concern was expressed about the day it is being held, with some groups unable to attend because of clashes with other Christmas do's. However, MC said that the party last year was success, and should be so this year.

2) SRDS and mentoring:


The research staff development committee has put forward a scheme to replace the current SRDS scheme, and encourage greater career management of post-docs. Some dissatisfaction was expressed that the obligatory component of an interview will still be with the PI running the post-docs project, but the inclusion of a request to speak to other staff within the form should lead to a greater breadth of experience being easily accessible. It was agreed that the design of the new SRDS form will be critical to its effectiveness, and MC volunteered to create a draft version. The content of the form was discussed, and the draft will be circulated.

3) Starter Pack:
The starter pack has come to a bit of a standstill, partly because the mentoring policy of the department is not yet decided. It was agreed that we should push forwards with whatever is complete (able) in January. AG and EH will have their sections complete before Christmas

4) AOB:

EH is leaving the department. The committee thank her for her contribution to the societies activities, and particularly her role in setting up the CPD training.

AH mentioned the format of the careers talk has changed, so that lunch is not included. Sandrine is also going to take over organisation of these careers talks, but requests suggestions and names of contacts for speakers.


The drop in involvement of post-docs in society activities was raised, and the inducement of free mince pies didn't seem to have had an effect. It was suggested that Monday was a day to avoid for committee meetings, and so another day will be selected in the future. Targetting of new post-docs could be better. Irene Sargent is to be approached about informing the society about new starters.
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