
Minutes of Post-Doc Society Meeting

Date:  09/05/08

Present:  Matt Cliff (chair), Andy Shepherd, Mark Shepherd, Lee Hunt, Avinash Kale, Ed Guccione , David Wilton and Svetomir Tzokov (secretary).

Guest: Lucy Lee

Apologies: Alison Graham, Emma Hayhurst.

1. Minutes of previous meeting agreed.

2. Post-Doctoral CPD Programme.  Lucy Lee cannot attend the AGM, but came to talk about the work during the last year. Full programme of all courses had been circulated, many post-docs from MBB already attended different events. Matt asked for some statistics to be presented at the AGM. Andy and Svet asked for certificates for their attendance at the “Writing a successful grant application” course.

3. External Speaker. The first talk from an external speaker was a success.  More external talks should be organised.

4. MBB society. Matt talked to their representatives. Social events to be co-organised in the future, e.g. softball.

5. AGM. Svet booked F2+F2a for 21st May. Mark Shepherd spoke to PJ Taste, they offered three different menus. Lucy suggested M&S as a less expensive alternative. However, PJ Taste can prepare everything - less hassle. To choose probably the medium priced menu, with coffee and tea from Krebs Room.

Timetable: the provisional one is too long. AGM shouldn’t be more then 2 hours in total. A revised timetable suggested as:

12:30
Introduction


Matt


Mark

13:00
Lunch

13:30
Discussion, votes

14:00 Coffee

The quorum for the voting shouldn’t be a problem. Andy can prepare ballot papers. A flyer is needed. To ensure all nominations are taken into account, a deadline is necessary. People to Email or talk to Andy by Monday morning (19th May). 

Action - Mark Shepherd to book the lunch and the coffee. Matt to send an Email. Andy to summarise nominations and prepare ballot papers. Flyer about AGM is needed to be displayed around the department.

6. Departmental Committee. Progress unknown. Mark to send Email(s) to the involved staff.

7. Post-Doc Policy. BMS and Medical School are developing Post-Doc policy. (Best practice). Lucy has a version she is working on in Medical School. Ours could be introduced through our Departmental Committee. Also should be included in the Staff Book. Not highest priority at the moment - can be borrowed from BMS or Medical School after their policies are prepared.

Action - Andy Cosgrove to contact Lucy about including it the Starter Pack.

8. RCUK Concordat Launch. Matt is insisting for someone to go fro; if no other people, he could go.

9. New Starters. Need to talk to Irene and Dave Hornby about the starter pack. Avenish given Matt’s Email and told about the Society.

10. BMS Social. BMS society want to organise a summer social. Andy to contact Dia with a suggestion for a place.

11. Softball. A game planned for Tuesday.

12. Union. At the meeting with the Post-Docs in the University revealed that the “Post-Docs are the most casualised workforce after catering”. Same concerns about the ability of the Union to represent the interests of Post-Docs, however the launch of their trial contract researchers programme is welcomed. More people should go to the launch of the Union’s "The Researchers' Survival Guide". Lucy didn’t receive information about it, Matt will forward her the Email.

Action - The most important for the moment is the AGM. Flyer! Matt to invite Kate Hammond from BMS. 

13. Next meeting. 

AGM on 21/05/2008, 12:30 pm.

Date of next committee meeting: 06/06/2008.


