01.08.08

Postdoc society meeting

· Apologies:  AK
· Present: LH, Claire, DW, SM, AG, MP, EH, ST, MC

· Department postdoc development committee was discussed and all agreed it was a good start.

· Coffee and Careers – Alison has arranged for Anna Dodd from Avecia to talk on 09/10/08, and the senior biotech manager from Covance to talk on 04/12/08 (tbc).  The general format was agreed to be a 10-20m talk, followed by a general discussion.  People should email to register interest, so that food can be ordered (free lunch for those attending).  We should offer a travel refund for speakers.  We will invite BMS, final year PhDs, Sandrine, and possibly APS.

· Departmental seminars – PDS to invite at least 3-4 speakers a year for the departmental seminar series.  EH to send out an email asking for possible speakers.  EH to sort out what dates are available and what our responsibilities will be.

· Starter packs – no action so far.  Need to liase with Irene and Marcus who are planning on updating the packs anyway.  EH to talk to MO about their plans.  Waiting on info from Sandrine about the induction days (which are now to be more career development focused).

· Web master – has changed from DW to MP

· Research concordat with VC was discussed.  We generally felt positive about the meeting, and the VC.

· Mentors – We agreed that D Hornby should come up with a suitable list of academics, which we could then assign to appropriate postdocs.

· Teaching – DH had asked for the PDS to discuss the role of postdocs in teaching, to assess whether we felt we had an appropriate level of involvement, and how to monitor and assess this.  We felt we are happy with the teaching opportunities available.  Two suggestions – course related workshops for UGs could be offered by postdocs, and course feedback forms could include question on postdoc provided sessions. 
