Postdoc. Society Committee meeting 29.2.08

Present:  M Cliff L Hunt A Graham S Bailey D Wilton E Hayhurst A Shepherd

Apologies:  S Tzokov M Shepherd E Ratcliffe

(1).  Minutes of previous meeting agreed.

(2).  Welcome to new starters strategy discussed. 

· Induction day organisation to be implemented by S Soubes.

· Welcome packs should cover all information we think new starters need.

· New starters also to be assigned to a member of the postdoc committee, who will welcome them soon after starting, and be there as a source of advice and support if needed.  In order to do this we need to be informed before a new postdoc starts.  Assignment will be based on the geography of the building.

· Pam Scholes will probably be the liason between research staff and the department.
· All new starters will be asked for feedback in order to allow us to develop and improve our welcome strategy.
(3).  Results of survey about problems new starters have

· Survey highlighted some serious problems encountered by new staff

· SB to email a reminder to try and encourage more response

· SB to email CICS to tell them the positive feedback we received about the way 

· they deal with new starters

· What we can do to help was discussed.  The welcome strategy outlined above 

· should help.  Other ideas welcome.  

(4).  Postdoc contribution to RAE

· Waiting for data

(5).  Research staff development committee

· Should have initial meeting soon

· MC to email R Poole about moving forward with the committee and the CV clinics.

(6).  Actions

· Website – link to be created from MBB home page – DW

· Pigeonhole – up and running.  AS suggested one person only should be responsible for post collection in order to avoid confusion.

· Postdoc seminars – happening again.
(7).  AOB

· Social did not go ahead due to lack of interest.  It was agreed that this was not too much of a problem, and not our main function as a society.  However,  we should keep trying with low key events on a semi-regular basis, so that they are there if people want them.  

Next meeting:  March 28th 2008

