Minutes of Post Doc Society Meeting

Date:  9.7.07

Present:  Matt Cliff (chair), Lee Hunt, Emma Hayhurst, Maya Pandya, Mark Shepherd

Apologies:  Sarah Copsey, Andy Shepherd, David Wilton

1. Minutes: Everybody received the minutes of the last meeting.

2. Website  (Dave Wilton).  Since Dave was absent, little progress was made.

3. Department Committees (Emma Hayhurst).  The need for postdoc representatives on department committees was discussed.  This is ongoing. Emma needs to chase up Jeff Green, Milton Wainwright and Geoff Turner about the Postgraduate, Safety Policy and Research Committee minutes.  

4. Constitution.  Andy Shepherd had produced a draft constitution.  Since Andy was not present, little progress was made. The amendment regarding a future merger with BMS was discussed and approved.  All postdocs and contract research staff will automatically be considered members of the society.

5. Socials.  Maya P. has organised a social to eat in EastOne on Thursday 26th July, for all postdocs.  Matt C. has ordered a softball bat. Softball games will be scheduled for Wednesdays from 5.30/6pm on the ponderosa, weather permitting.

6. RAE for postdocs.  Matt attended an inter-departmental postdoc meeting with Richard Mead regarding an RAE for postdoc staff. Such a statistic will provide a tangible measure of the contribution of postdocs to publications. It will be difficult to calculate, since a list of MBB postdocs does not exist, and the Dept. of HR will not provide one.

7. Courses/training. Matt has liaised with Sandrine Soubes. We want to be separate from the postgraduate training. We require a list of courses and skills that postdocs require. Sandrine said that if this could be done by September, a departmental session could be organised. Then, if we can prove that said session was useful, we will be eligible to apply for Roberts money.

8. SRDS. It was agreed that the SRDS is important to postdocs and of less importance to some supervisors. MBB postdocs should be e-mailed to encourage them to take it seriously.

9. Budget. Robert Poole can potentially release ₤2-3K for the year July 2007 – July 2008. We need to construct a budget with itemised costings. Things to potentially spend money on:

· Improve our postdoc seminar series – Provide coffee and cake for 30 people in F2A.

· Provide travel money for 3 external postdoc speakers and 3 MBB speakers each year.

· Commission Ron to improve our advertising campaign.

· Fund AGM – Wine and cheese

· Fund a Biological Sciences meeting to encourage interdisciplinary interactions. Networking and problem solving.

· Money to bring in speakers from industry to give postdocs instruction on management etc.

10. Actions  

· Matt & Emma – Canvass MBB postdocs to get their opinions on the courses they would like to attend and the skills they hope to develop. E-mail and face to face.

· Mark – Ask Lucy Lee about prices for external speakers (from industry). Also ask Marcus about funding socials.

· Matt suggests 10th August 2007 for our next meeting.

