Minutes of Post Doc Society Meeting

Date:  10/08/07

Present:  Matt Cliff (chair), Dave Wilton, Lee Hunt, Emma Hayhurst, Maya Pandya

Mark Shepherd, Sarah Yates, Andy Cosgrove, Andy Shepherd (Secretary), Emma Ratcliffe and Alison Graham.

1. Minutes of last meeting were discussed. A general comment on how well SAPS was doing and how smooth the transition had been was made and seconded.

2. Website (Dave Wilton).  The website is progressing but slowly. David should shortly be going on the university’s content management course. It was decided to include phone extension numbers for named people on the website. The society as a whole has also now got a usable email address that came with the account.

3. Department Committees (Emma Hayhurst).  Positive response from Geoff Turner about getting representation with the RAE committee and the PG teaching committee. Yet to speak to Jeff Green. It was noted that with the department head changing the roles and remits of several of the committees may change in the near future. Matt volunteered as RAE rep.  

4. Constitution (Andy Shepherd). The key points of the constitution were discussed and raised only minor amendments. These will be made and the draft constitution circulated to the committee by email for any final comments prior to finalising it before the next meeting. 

5. Courses (Matt). A survey on courses available to members was presented and discussed with the intention of finding out what people want and what they were aware of already being available. An email list for all eligible members (and all eligible Post-docs) was needed for future distributions and this may be obtainable from the office. Meanwhile, the “door-to-door” approach was approved.

6. Budget (Mark Shepherd). After presenting a “mock” budget with projected costs, £2000 of initial funding has been obtained with the initial intention that this is for visiting Post-Docs to give talks, food during the talks and for Post-Docs from here to go and give talks elsewhere. A fixed limit on funding per talk was agreed upon but not set. The idea of a qualifying talk to be given here prior to the release of funding was also proposed  and generally accepted. It was also agreed upon that the funding should be available for talks only and not conferences (whether presenting or not) as funding for these should come from the grant or one of the many existing funding bodies.

7. Social.  Both the previous socials (Maya - East One and Matt – Softball) went off successfully.  Andrew Cosgrove has volunteered to organise a lunchtime social for this month. A walk was also to be arranged by Matt. A second sports social was raised but it was decided to delay this so as not to have too many events in a single month which could have detracted from each other.

8. A.O.B.  

· It was commented on and seconded on how very well and remarkably smoothly the transition to SAPS is going.

· Formal meeting with D. Hornby as the new departmental head should be arranged as soon as possible.

· Next meeting was agreed for 7th September 2007.

