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Entire-paper plagiarism
caught by software

When Eric Le Bourg, a French
biogerontologist, came across a paper in
a Korean journal recently, he almost fell
off his chair; the entire article — text and
graphs included — had been taken from
one of his earlier articles. “It was plagiarism
from beginning to end,” he says. “T was
astonished; it was pure cut and paste.”

Such blatant copying of an entire article
is not unknown, says Harold Garner,
a researcher at the University of Texas
Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas.
Garner’s team has used its e TBLAST text-
matching software to build Deja Vu, a
continually updated database that already
holds some 75,000 abstracts listed in Medline
that seem highly similar. His team has so far
found dozens of near- 100% clone papers.

Garner estimates that among the 181
naners thev have identified so faras

With the trail gone cold, Experimental
Gerontology intends to publish anote in
its next issue stating that its editors have
done their best to elucidate the case, and
that “in the absence of any explanation, we
believe that this is plagiarism of ourarticle
that we want to bring to the attention of the
scientific community”

Garner hasbegun to systematically
contact editors and authors of the duplicates
he has identified to assess how other cases
have been followed up, and is submitting the
results for publication. Many journal editors
seem reluctant to pursue cases of plagiarism,
and half of the articles that editors are
alerted to remain uncorrected, Garner says.
Few journals have communicated their
retraction decision to PubMed, the most
widely used abstracts database.

Bt the wider availahility of tools to detect
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What is plagiarism?
Passing off someone else’s work as your own

a piece of work copied from another source.

a piece of work which includes sections taken from other
authors, unless the source has been attributed. The length of
the copied section is not relevant.

Paraphrasing from another source without the appropriate
attribution. Paraphrasing should use your own words, not
merely reorder or change a few words or phrases of the
existing text.

Copying or resubmission of previous work for another
assignment is self-plagiarism.



Avoiding plagiarism
Write in your own words
Take care when making notes
Reference appropriately
Read the L3 handbook

Read sources of information



1. Source (Sang, 2009)

o Sang PP 0%.pdi - Adobe Acrobat Professional
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L] history of human civilization. Cereal crops, domesti-
a cutu! from wild grasses thousands of yea rs ago, have RICE
provided food security for the human society. Of the

v modern cereals, maize (Zea mays), rice (Oryza sativa), One of the recent advances in understanding rice
E and wheat (Triticum spp.), domesticated in different domestication was the finding that the two major
o regions of the world 7,000 to 10,000 years ago, are the types of rice cultivars, rice subspecies indica and

top three food crops with much higher annual pro-
duction than others. Barley (Hordeum vulgare), argu-
ably the fourth important cereal crop used as human
food, animal feed, and brewing grains, is also among
the earliest domesticated cereals. Sorghum ranks next
in the annual cereal production, followed by oat
(Avena sativa), rye (Secale cereale), and millets (http://
faostat.fac.org/).

The number of studies published on cereal domes-
tication appears to be correlated with the agronomic
importance of the crops, with especially a wealth of
data generated for maize, rice, wheat, and barley. The
amount of genomic resources that became available
over the past several years also seemed to have an
impact on publications. The completion of rice ge-
nome sequencing (International Rice Genome Se-
quencing Project, 2005) has greatly accelerated the
progress of studying rice domestication, resulting in a
number of recent reviews on this subject (Kovach et al.,

subspecies faponica, had distinct genomic  back-
grounds. Molecular clock dating with various markers
suggested that the genomes of indica and japonica rice
came from wild populations that diverged 04 to 0.2
million years ago, considerably preceding the time of
rice domestication (Ma and Bennetzen, 2004; Vitte
et al, 2004; Zhu and Ge, 2005). This lends support to
Uhe by puthiesio ul idepernieni doesiival R
and japonica rice. The geographic locations for the
domestication of indica and japonica cultivars were
traced to south of the Himalayans and southern China,
respectively (Londo et al., 2006).

Another line of advances was achieved through
genetic analyses of morphological and physiological
changes from the wild progenitors, Oryza nivara and
Oryza rufipogon, to the cultivated rice. The number and
chromosomal locations of quantitative trait loci (QTL)
underlying important domestication traits have been
estimated. These included the reduction in grain
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2. Notes

3. Final piece of submitted work

‘Molecular clock dating with various markers
suggested that the genomes of indica and japonica
rice came from wild populations that diverged 0.4 to
0.2 million years ago, considerably preceding the
time of rice domestication (Ma and Bennetzen, 2004,
Vitte et al., 2004; Zhu and Ge, 2005)’ from Sang
(2009)

(OR REWRITE FOR YOUR NOTEYS)

Molecular clock analysis indicates that the indica
and japonica rice genomes derived from distinct
populations that preceded the domestication of rice
(Sang 2009).



Sources of information

APS Undergraduate web pages

Information for all levels > Examinations
1. Regulations on plagiarism and collusion
www.shef.ac.uk/aps/currentug/plagiarismandcollusion.html

2. Referencing section of ‘How to write a scientific report’

@ Plagiarism
. . . Understand plagiarism, the difference
MOLE > L|brary |nf0rmat|0n Sk|”5 between collaboration and collusion,

3. >Information Skills Tutorials > Plagiarism T e 9 =°

that you have the confidence to
express yourself fluently in your own
words.

4. >Subject-specific Information Skills Tutorials>Archaeology>Harvard

REferenCIng Harvard Referencing for Archaeclogy
@ Learn how to reference correctly using the
Harvard style of referencing used by the
Department of Archaeclogy.



http://www.shef.ac.uk/aps/currentug/plagiarismandcollusion.html�

Using Turnltln

e Your coursework, project and dissertation
must be submitted via Turnltln (via MOLE).

e You must submit to Turnltln at the same time
as you submit the hard copy. If you are late
submitting via Turnltin, you will lose 5% per
day, even if you submitted the hard copy on
time.



Large files and Turnltin

e MS Word files with many images can become very
large.

e Your account (and Turnltin) will struggle with over-
large files.
— Images are always the problem. Control the

resolution of the images by resampling them
(refer to APS128 for details).

— If you hit problems, there is software on the
managed desktop system to convert files to PDFs.
These are much smaller and are accepted by
Turnltin.

e ASK if you encounter any problems with Turnltln.



e The Turnltln system creates an originality
report
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Crwerall Similarity Index: 5% . exciude guated  exclude bibliograpky maode: | show highest matches together |+

Y
bears return having eaten less seals which means they have lower fat levels III 3% match [.internetj
that makes them less likely to raise young as well as the survival of the hitp:fwrinw. john-daly. com
individual itself. A further report from the Hudsan Bay area states

1% rmatch (intermet)

II' hittp: s, praxis-publishing. co.uk

‘the average temperature has risen from 0.3 to 0.4
degrees Celsius (32.45 to 32.72 degrees F) since 1950... the

1% match (internat)

http:Afwewee. usatoday. org

bears, on average, already way bhetween 80 and 85 III """"""""""""""""""""""""
kilograms

less than they did in 1985." 2
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This student has taken a quote from a website. [1]

They have referenced the source of this quote and put
it in inverted commas.

This is the correct and appropriate thing to do.



Owerall Similarity Index: 37 % exclude guoted  exclude bibliography rmode: | show highest matches together »
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Discuss how climate change has influenced the 1% match {student papers from 10/18/05)
distribution of erganisms in a named habitat in the most Submitted to University of Sheffield

recent post-glacial period The el
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The system has identified that this text has been submitted by
another student (also from the University of Sheffield)

This isn’t surprising as it was the title of the essay!

The reports will always be viewed by an academic member of
staff — nothing is automatic.



Although glaciers only extended to the northernmost 9% match (archived intemet fram 0502/05)
parts of the LIS, they affected the distribution of flora and el el

fauna well to the south. 18,000 years ago pine trees were mainly
restricted to the eastern coast in the US and were commeon in b% ratch (archived internet from 0502703)
Florida. By 16,000 years ago, a northward shift began that hitp:/fjesse.usta. edy

accelerated over the next few thousand years. Six thousand

years later extensive pine forests covered much of the northern 1% match (student papers fram 10/18/05)
states and southern Canada. These forests supported a subrnitted to University of Sheffield

succession of native Woodland Indian societies for several | |77-mmmmmmmmmmmmmmm s s s
thousand years, but much of this pine belt was cleared in the 1% rmatch (internet from 09/04,/05)

late 1800°s, when European settlers and explorers reached the http: e, yukon. taiga. net

upper Midwest. e oooooooooooooooooooooooo

However, the system has also identified that a large chunk of text (albeit
with a few words changed) has been copied from another web site.

This is plagiarism as:
No reference has been given

No significant attempt has been made to write in their own words.

READ, LEARN, ASSIMILATE and then WRITE IN YOUR OWN WORDS



What happens next?

The originality reports will be reviewed by Penny
Watt and the Examinations Officer.

The bibliography and reference lists will be excluded
from the analysis.

If there are concerns, this will be investigated and
then discussed with the relevant member of staff.

If there is a problem, students will be interviewed by
Examinations Officer and Head of Teaching.



Penalties

e 15t offence

— interviewed by Head of Teaching and Examinations
Officer

— work will be awarded O (this may cause you to fail
the module)

e 2nd offence
— refer directly to University Disciplinary Committee
— work will be awarded 0
— further penalties may be applied



Coursework

e Feedback —you will receive marks for your
first pieces of coursework before Christmas,
detailed written comments will be available
when you consult your folders in March



Marking criteria

e Marking criteria are available on the APS
undergraduate web pages and in the handbook.

e Staff use these criteria to ensure that marking is
fair.

e The External Examiners ensure that different
modules are assessed fairly. A Cohort Analysis is
generated to provide quantitative comparisons
between student performance in different
modules.



LEVEL 3 COURSEWORE QUESTION MAREING CRITERIA

Use the critena below to forn a judgment about perfornance in each area. The sxceptional criteria represent perfonmance above that umally encourtered at the level of study.
Evidence of exceptional perfonmance should be used to boost the mark that would othersize be awarded. 5o a 68 might be raizedto 7273, an 80 might be raised to 3300 (max 100).

The areas of exceptional work nust be marked on the script and confinmedby the moderator.

Markers must apply and document these indicatorsof excellenceto ensure that good answers get the credit they deserve

Understanding

External reading

synthesis and critical analysis

Relevance of the answer

Examples

Style

1 Exceptional answers | Exceptional answers | Exceptional answers cantain Exceptional answerstake | Exceptional answers Exceptional answers are

100 are veryinsightful contain information | cleverideas or novel & highly innovative contain numerous particularly wel written. The
and show thatadds a novel combinations of ideas. They approach toanswering exampleswhichillustrate | studentmay have included

o5 exceptional width or | dimension. Theywill | will have critical analysizofthe | the question. All material | many of the different origingl diagrams of veryhigh
depth of knowledge. | go beyond the evidence orviews of others. presented isrelevantand | pointsthatare being quality.

=] obvious reviews and | Conclusions drawn where forms a tightly focuszed made drawn from

research papers. passible ar gapsin current BMSWET. materizl other than

85 knowledge identified. lecture material.

g0 Thorough and Bazed extensivelyon | Synthesises external reading and | Totally focussed onthe Relevantexamplesgiven | Wellwritten in unambiguous
gextenszive research literature lecture materialinto an guestion. Moirrelevant throughoutthe answer English with a logical series of

75 understanding of the | with @ good balance | excellentanswer. Hascritically | material. wellintegrated into the ideas and subdivision of
topic. Hasclearly of researchpapers analysed evidence presented. BNEWET. subject matter. Good useof

72 understoodthe and reviews dizgrams, well integrated with
literature. the text.

2.1 Good, coversthe Areasonable Synthesises material into a well- | Answersthe question Good use of examplesto | Clearly written with ideas well

68 relevant material coverage of the organised answer. Some, but directly with little illustrate some major presented, butsentence
accuratelywith afew | literature although limited, critical analysis of irrelevant informatian. points. structure/phrasing could be

65 minor errors gt most. | may rely more an evidence presented. improved. Oiagrams present

reviews than ariginal and referred tointext

62 research papers.

2.2 Bazic (butadequate). | Based upaon afew A reasonably accurate gnswer May not address the Limited use of examples Adequateby written but

58 Lacks zome reviews with little huttendstorely structures guestion directlyas asked | and does notlinkthese deficiencies in organisation.
important evidence of having existingin the reviews rather ar contain significant weellwith the points being | Dizgrams are poor or natwell

55 information or examined the than synthesizing theirown amounts of irrelevant made. integrated with text.
misunderstands a primary rezearch information. material.

52 companent of the papers. Over-

material

relianceon lecture
material

T

e TiE




LEVEL 3 EXAMINATION QUESTION MARKING CRITERIA

Usze the critena below to fonn a judgment about performance in each area. The exceptional critena represent perfornance above that uaally sncowtered at the level of study.
Evidence of exceptional performance should be used to boost the mark that would othersize be awarded. 5o a 68 might be raised to 7273, an 30 might be raized to 3390 fmax 1007,

The areas of exceptional work must be marked on the script and confinme dby the moderator.

Markers must apply and document these indicatorsof excellenceto ensurethat good answers get the credit they deserve

Understanding

External reading

synthesis and critical analysis

Relevance of the answer

Examples

Style

1 Exceptional answers | Exceptional Exceptional answers will have Exceptional answers will Exceptional answers will | Exceptional answers will be
100 will be very answers will clever ideas ar novelcombinations | take a highly innovative have numerous examples | extremely well written
insightful, goingwell | contain of ideas. Critical analysiz of the approach to answering whichillustrate manyof | (consideringexamination
a5 heyond lecture information that evidence orviews of others. the question. the different pointsthat | conditions) or make
material with adds a novel Conclusions drawn where possible are being made drawn innovative usze of disgrams.
agd exceptional width ar | dimension and will | or gapsin current knowledge from material otherthan
depth of knowledge. | go beyond reading | identified. lecture material.
g5 lists.
80 Thorough and Relevant external Synthesizes lecture material and Totally focussed an the Relevantexamplesgiven | Wellwritten in unambiguous
gxtensive. reading evident. external readinginto an excellent | guestion. Moirrelevant throughoutthe answer English with & logical series of
75 answer. Hascriticallyanalyzed material. well integrated into the ideas and subdivision of
evidence presented. BNSWeEr. subject matter. Good useof
712 diagrams, well integratedwith
the text.
2.1 Good, coversthe Little or simply Synthesizes material into a well- Answersthe guestion Good uze of examplesto | Clearly written with ideas well
68 relevant material expandsslightly on | organised answer. Some, but directly with little illustrate some major presented, butsentence
accuratelywith a few | points already limited, critical analysiz of irrelevantinformation. points. structurephrasing could be
65 minar errars atmost. | coveredin evidence presented. improved. Diagrams present
lectures. and referred to in text.
62
2.2 Bazic (butadequate). [ Mane A reasonably accurategnswerbut | May notaddressthe Limited use of examples | Adequately writtenbut
58 Lackszame tendstorelyanrecall ratherthan | questiondirectlyas asked | and does notlinkthese deficiencies in organisation.
important synthesizing infarmation. ar cantain significant wellwith the points being | Disgrams are poor or notwell
55 information or amounts ofirrelevant made. integrated with text.
misunderstands a material.
52 component of the

material




Projects

e Look at ‘How to Write Up Dissertations and
Reports’

http://www.shef.ac.uk/aps/currentug/resources/howto.html

e This can be found on the APS website under
“Information for all levels”.


http://www.shef.ac.uk/aps/currentug/resources/howto.html�

APS330 Project

e Hand-in date is Wednesday 18 January 2012 for projects
(together with lab book).

e You should have completed the majority of the write up, and
received feedback from your supervisor.

— You should ensure that draft sections are presented to your
supervisor no later than the week beginning Nov 28 2011

— Your supervisor will provide feedback on 25% of the project
for work submitted before Monday 12 Dec 2011

— Your supervisor is not allowed to provide any feedback after
this time.

— The Christmas vacation is for revision. You should only
‘polish” your project during this time.

— Plan the timing of your project write-up carefully. You can get
early feedback on the Introduction and Methods.




Word limits

10% rule (section 4.8 of L3 handbook):

e if the word limit is exceeded by more than
10%, 10% of the marks are deducted.

e |t is always easier to cut text than to write it.
— References and figure legends do not count
— Don’t get obsessive over word counts!



Late submission

e The penalties for late submission are severe —

hand work in ON TIME and put it through
Turnltin ON TIME

— 5% reduction per day up to 1 week

Day late

Mark reduced by 5%

Mark Awarded When Reduced by 5%

Multiply by

Original 60

Original 50

0.95

57

48

0.90

54

45

0.85

51

43

| s ] kA =

0.80

48

40

0.75

45

38

Dead

ines are staggerec

as much as possible

e Allocating your time effectively is essential



Level 3 Examination questions

READ the question

Make sure that you understand the question
Prepare a plan (can be written in booklet)
ANSWER the question

READ your answer (neat corrections and
additions are no problem for the marker)



Examinations

e All level 3 examination questions will require a
synthetic and evaluative component

e Don’t try and question-spot.

e Do the external reading



Level 3 Exam Questions

Use named examples (latin binomials)

Make sure that your answer is well-balanced

Use appropriate diagrams

Make sure that you have read the marking criteria

Look at the model answers

Write practice answers



Change in Regulations

e |f you do not attempt a module (0 in the exam and
no re-take) then you cannot complete the year even
if you have passed core modules and have sufficient

credits.

e Non-completion of a year means a L2 student cannot
go into L3 and a L3 student cannot graduate.



January examinations

e |[n March, you will be able to go through your
examination scripts with your tutor.

e This is valuable feedback on your examination
performance.



August supplementary examination period

There is no formal supplementary examination period for
level 3 students (unless going on to level 4).

— However, we use the usual period if possible (6 August
2010 to 25 August 2012)

— in some cases the re-sits will have to be taken the
following academic year

Re-sit examinations take place in Sheffield (unless you are a
non-EU overseas student)

Re-sit scores are capped at 40. You cannot retake modules
(or the year) to improve performance beyond a bare pass
mark (40) for an individual module.

If you fail your degree, re-sitting modules will allow you to
obtain an uncategorised Pass degree (no honours).



Calculating your degree result

e Modules are weighted according to their credit value
(e.g. 5, 10 or 20 credits) and the level of study.

e For 3 year BSc the weighting is:
2:1 Level 3: 2

e For 4 year MBiolSci the weighting is:
2:2:1 Leveld:3:2



How is your degree classification
calculated?

Your degree class will be determined by the outcome of
two calculations:

1. your weighted average grade
2. the distribution of your weighted grades
3. if, at the end of all of these calculations, the degree

classification is still borderline, the Board of Examiners
determine the degree classification at their discretion

http://www.shef.ac.uk/ssid/exams/classification.html
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Special Circumstances Forms

e University Special Circumstances Form should be used to
report medical or other personal circumstances which
have resulted in a period of short or longer term absence
and/or which have affected performance or
examinations/assessment.

e |f you need to complete a Special Circumstances Form,
please pass it to your year tutor to sign (not your
personal tutor). The year tutor will submit it to the
Departmental Office, who will then send you an Email
receipt and forward the form to student services.
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