POL6180  Human Rights

Description:

The module offers a critical engagement with the key debates in the theory and practice of human rights.  The first section of the module examines the very nature of the concept, asking how human rights ought to be defined, what their content is, who possesses them, and whether they can or ought to be morally justified.  The second section explores some specific controversies in human rights practice: how they are best protected, how to deal with conflicts between rights, and whether human rights violations can justify humanitarian interventions.  Finally, the third section explores some important critiques of human rights, not least the claims that they are culturally specific and have become a form of hegemonic power.   

Preliminary Readings:

James Nickel, Making Sense of Human Rights, (Oxford: Blackwell, 2007,

2nd ed.).

James Griffin, On Human Rights, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009).

