POL6006 State and (In) Security

Traditional understandings of security focus on the changing nature of  international relations and threats to national security.  The aim of this module is to examine the changing ways in which states attempt to provide security for citizens.  The module examines a central feature of the modern state - how it provides security against a Hobbesian war of all against all.  Modern, western, states focussed on providing, physical, economic and welfare security.  However, many suggest that the modern state’s traditional security provision has been undermined by the rise of the risk society which threatens modernist certainties.  This module examines how states have dealt with the rise of apparent new sets of threats to security through globalisation, liberalisation, environmental degradation, terrorism and new pandemics, and the impact these have on the nature of states and public policy.
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The Risk Society
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Critique of Security

Martin Smith:



Power and the State

Bryan Mabee:



The Globalisation of Security

Ian Loader and Bryan Walker:          Civilising Security

