POL617 Contemporary Ethnic Conflict
This module explores and analyses the contemporary nature of ethnic conflict and its various manifestations. The first part of the module focuses on the causes and prevalence of ethnic conflict, the challenges that it presents and some of its common traits, including the use of child soldiers and the commission of war crimes and mass violence. The module then focuses on various approaches to understanding conflict intervention, peace-building and reconciliation and the search for justice via criminal courts and restorative justice processes. Throughout the course a range of case studies are examined – notably Bosnia, Kosovo, Rwanda, the Democratic Republic of Congo and Northern Ireland – to allow for the application of the  various approaches outlined above to different empirical settings.
