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(A) Introduction

These are optional, inquiry based learning modules. The idea behind them is to offer you the chance to conduct individual, self-directed research rather than simply being taught by somebody else.  Each semester a variety of topics will be set. For each topic, a short list of key readings is provided. Having chosen a topic, students are expected to master the readings, and to supplement them with other pieces of relevant literature (usually two is a good number) that they have used the available library and web resources to uncover. Then, having agreed an essay plan and title with the tutor assigned to them for the module, they write an extended essay that identifies the central issue (or issues) under discussion, relates the various responses to that issue found in the literature, evaluates those contributions, and goes some way to identifying a satisfactory resolution of the issue. 

Students should be warned that these courses require a good deal of self-discipline, and that the essays are considerably more difficult to write than a normal module essay, or even a long essay.  On the positive side, the courses enable students to explore topics that are not otherwise taught, and to try their hand at philosophical research.

Students will have three separate contact hours with a tutor, and one lecture on use of the library and research methods. Where more than one student has chosen a topic, collaboration between them is encouraged. For the first two contact hours, all the students studying that topic will meet the tutor together. 

Although you should be careful to maintain a range of methods of teaching and study in their third year, you may take both Project modules. You may also do Projects while opting for assessment by Long Essay in your other modules – although Single Honours students may take no more than a total of three modules that are either Project modules or modules assessed by Long Essay, and Duals no more than two. However, as these modules will require more self-directed study, and a longer form of written assessment, you should consider carefully whether this module is suitable for to you. If uncertain, you should seek guidance from your personal advisor before making your module choice.

(B) How the Projects Work

Each project consists of a short list of central readings. Your task is to digest, analyse and respond to these pieces. In addition, you are to find and digest further bits of relevant literature.  It is important that you do not read too much, as we want you to engage with the literature at a very high level.  Accordingly, we suggest that two pieces of additional reading will usually be a good amount.  But you should also be guided by the specifics of your topic and your interests, in consultation with your tutor.
Assessment is by extended essay (4500 to 6000 words). (This module counts towards your maximum number of long essays for the year—3 for singles and 2 for duals.) You should analyse the set literature, agree an essay plan with your tutor, identify the central issue or issues you will discuss, relate the various approaches to that issue contained in the literature set, evaluate the state of the debate, and make some attempt to say where, in your opinion, the truth lies. You should also draw on the additional bits of literature you have found to help you with some or all of these tasks.

Where possible, you will work collaboratively with your fellow students on digesting the set literature and identifying relevant supplementary material. You have the right to three contact hours with the member of staff assigned to this project. If several of you are working on the same topic, you will be expected to spend the first two of those hours with the tutor as a group. (But those working in groups will 

each be entitled to a half-hour session with the tutor alone to supplement each group meeting.  These extra meetings, unlike the main meetings, are optional.) Contact hours will occur, by arrangement, in approximately weeks 3, 7 and 11 of the semester.
The Autumn essay is due on 26 January by 4pm in the Office, and the Spring essay is due on 1 June by 4 pm in the Office.

C. Meetings: Please note that all meetings are required.

Meetings with tutors
What will happen at the meetings: The tutors’ job is to facilitate discussion.  They will answer specific questions about the readings or other matters at the meetings, but they are sworn to resist any temptation to explain what the authors are trying to say or what the issues are.  They will attempt to answer specific questions, but they are likely to answer them with further questions intended to help students to  work it out for themselves, in a Socratic style.  Students should have questions and discussion points ready before the meetings.  If students have no questions or items to discuss, tutors will remain silent. Attendance at tutorial meetings is compulsory, and students who fail to turn up without a good excuse (to reach the tutor before the meeting) will be reported to the Director of Third-Year Studies for lack of progress.  Meetings missed without a good excuse will not be rescheduled.

Meeting 1: The first meeting with the tutor will be in week 3.  (Tutors will arrange details with their tutees.) By this time, students should have read most or all of the items on the reading list, and the meeting should consist of a lively discussion of the main points.  Before the first meeting, students should write two pages about what at least two authors are saying and post it on the MOLE discussion board.  Students on the same project are encouraged to read and comment on each other’s written work. 
Meeting 2: The second meeting will be in week 7.  By this time students should have read everything on the reading list carefully and thought a good deal about it.  They should also have found and read their additional sources. The discussion at this meeting should be fairly sophisticated, and go well beyond basic points.  Students should use this meeting to deepen their understanding of the issues. 
Meeting 3: The third meeting is in week 11, and each student will meet with the tutor for an hour one to one.  The meeting will be about the student’s draft essay, which should be at least partly written by this time.  The meeting will be most helpful if the student gets the essay to the tutor several days before, so that he or she can read it.  Students are allowed to have their third meeting later than week 11, or to break the meeting into two half-hour sessions; but tutors will not read two separate drafts. 

MOLE
There will be a MOLE site for each course, with general information and a discussion board for each topic.  Students working on the same topic are strongly encouraged to post comments on the discussion board, and read and comment on other students’ contributions.  Tutors will read these comments, and add their own.  There is also a discussion board about the course as a whole, where students are encouraged to write comments on any general feature of the course that can be improved, as well as on good features that should be retained.  The MOLE site will also contain a module questionnaire, which students will be asked to complete when the course is finished. 
D. General Issues
Group work 

If several students choose the same topic, they are encouraged to work together. Students working on the same topic are encouraged to look for their own supplementary readings, but overlap is allowed. Although students working together will learn from each other’s discussion, each essay will be one student’s individual work.  If an essay incorporates ideas the author got from another student, credit should be given explicitly. 

Workloads 

University policy is that a 20-credit module should involve 200 hours of work--13 hours a week on average.  Because these modules have no lectures or seminars, that is roughly how much time you should expect to spend in reading, writing, and discussion with fellow students for this module. 

Marking 

The essays will be marked by the tutor and moderated by another member of staff, as with other third-year essays (details are online).  Expectations will be similar to those for long essays, though consideration will be given to the fact that the essays were written with no direct teaching.  Thus, examiners will give more credit for a solid grasp of the material than they would with a long essay (especially if the material is difficult), and will expect less originality.

E. Plagiarism and Unfair Means

The following four examples of unfair means are serious academic offences and may result in penalties that could have a lasting effect on a student´s career, both at University and beyond. 

Plagiarism (either intentional or unintentional) is the stealing of ideas or work of another person (including experts and fellow or former students) and is considered dishonest and unprofessional. Plagiarism may take the form of cutting and pasting, taking or closely paraphrasing ideas, passages, sections, sentences, paragraphs, drawings, graphs and other graphical material from books, articles, internet sites or any other source (including handouts) and submitting them for assessment without appropriate acknowledgement.

Submitting bought or commissioned work (for example from internet sites, essay “banks” or “mills”) is an extremely serious form of plagiarism. This may take the form of buying or commissioning either the whole assignment or part of it and implies a clear intention to deceive the examiners. The University also takes an extremely serious view of any student who sells, offers to sell or passes on their own assignments to other students.

Double submission (or self plagiarism) is resubmitting previously submitted work on one or more occasions (without proper acknowledgement). This may take the form of copying either the whole assignment or part of it. Normally credit will already have been given for this work.

Collusion is where two or more people work together to produce a piece of work, all or part of which is then submitted by each of them as their own individual work. This includes passing on work in any format to another student. Collusion does not occur where students involved in group work are encouraged to work together to produce a single piece of work as part of the assessment process.

