Three PhD Scholarships in Infectious Disease – University of Sheffield

Healthcare across the Disciplines aims to bring together researchers from non-medical backgrounds to work in partnership with medical professionals and researchers to develop solutions that will impact on patient care, lifelong health and wellbeing.  As part of this research theme, three prestigious, University-funded, PhD scholarships are available to start in October 2010 as part of an integrated “Infectious Diseases Network”.  Infectious disease remains a great global health problem, with rising antibiotic resistance to major human pathogens, notably Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA).   The three linked projects will study S. aureus and its control at different scales from host interaction at the whole organism to cellular level through to the development of novel control regimes.  Each project will be jointly supervised and be part of a vibrant network, facilitating an integrated, multidisciplinary approach.
The scholarships are funded by the University for three years, providing a stipend of £13,650 per annum, home/EU fees and a research training grant of £1,000 p.a.  

Projects:

1. The role of the alveolar macrophages and neutrophils in the pathogenesis of S. aureus pneumonia.

Supervisors: Prof. David Dockrell, Department of Infection and Immunity (d.h.dockrell@sheffield.ac.uk); Prof. Mike Boots, Animal and Plant Sciences
2. S. aureus induced neutrophil death: mechanisms and consequences for bacterial pathogenesis and host defence.

Supervisors: Prof. Simon Foster, Department of Molecular Biology and Biotechnology, (s.foster@sheffield.ac.uk); Prof. Moira Whyte, Infection and Immunity
3. Drugs for bugs – novel strategies to defeat MRSA.

Supervisors: Dr Simon Jones, Chemistry (simon.jones@sheffield.ac.uk); Dr Stephen Renshaw, Infection and Immunity

Applicants are advised to contact the lead supervisor to discuss their application in the first instance.  
Applicants should apply for admission to the University online via the University website (http://www.shef.ac.uk/postgraduate/online.html) and must also complete a short form specific to this network which is available at: http://www.shef.ac.uk/postgraduate/research/scholarships/projects 
The completed application form should be sent to pgr-scholarships@sheffield.ac.uk with a closing date of 24th March 2010 at 5pm.

