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a melting pot for inquiry-based learning

The University of Sheffield.

Stude TN Sheffield hook up with
their counterparts in London

Welcome to

Welcome. In the fourth issue of cruclBL we've tried
to broaden out a little bit — to look at how one of
our initiatives is helping to develop inquiry-based
learning in some other institutions.

And we've got stories from some departments that
we've not covered before — Germanic Studies and
Psychology — as well as some old favourites!

We thought it would be nice to focus upon what
some members of the CILASS team have been up
to. So, Chris Clow, our new IT/AV Advisor, tells us
about what he’s been doing to open up CILASS
learning spaces and technologies for staff and
students.

And we've also got a couple of articles about the
Student Ambassador Network. You can find about
what they get up to and what they thought about
the Third Staff-Student Conference on IBL, which
they organised and hosted in March.

Professor Philippa Levy,
Academic Director, CILASS

B Statistics, Statistics, Statistics
B Finishing the dissertation
B Theatre Studies and Oral History

Picture this. Just four weeks to run a
group project, only two contact hours
available, nearly thirty students at two
universities nearly two hundred miles
apart and a big topic: The Multicultural
Society in the Netherlands. This was the
challenge facing second year students of
Dutch in the Germanic Studies
department.

This project stands out because it

was carried out entirely in an online
environment. This was not just a gimmicky
feature. Since it involved students from
both Sheffield and University College
London, they could not physically get
together to discuss the work.

In the Netherlands, multiculturalism

is a fiercely debated topic that has
dominated Dutch politics, media and arts
for nearly a decade. The aim of the project
was to introduce the facts, the key players
and the issues that dominate the debate in
the Netherlands.

And the project wanted to help students to
develop both research and communication
skills, to introduce them to a new
electronic collaboration tool and to
experience a video conference. That is a
lot to get through in four weeks, but then
again, this was meant to be a bit special.

In comes uSpace, the University's new
collaborative environment which allows
participants to write wikis, to start
discussions and to write blogs. It is hyper
flexible - you can post links, photos, videos
- and it is open for business 24/7, which
seems to suit students who work in the
early hours of the morning and/or have a
demanding social life.

By Dr Henriette Louwerse,
Lecturer in Dutch

The students say:

Despite initially feeling a little sceptical
about communicating entirely online
and producing a wiki document, the
project for me has been a

complete success and | have thoroughly

enjoyed every minute of it!

CILASS student ambassador for Germanic
Studies Lottie Needham describes how the
project worked:

We were split into six different
‘ E groups made up of students from

Sheffield and UCL. Each group was

given a short film, a video, or an
interview as a starting point. The brief was
short, yet open-ended: mediate the content
and the context of your video to a non-Dutch
audience by weriting a joint document, a wiki.
Groups were free to take their research into
any direction they felt was relevant as long as
their wiki would give an outsider an objective
insight into the Dutch multicultural debate.

“I found that this was technology employed at
its best, complementing the research and
fostering a real sense of team work and
enterprise. uSpace proved a fantastic
resource to faciliate online discussion and
general collaboration.

| must admit that | have become somewhat
addicted to the whole uSpace phenomenon.
The idea that our wiki would actually be made
available through Virtual Dutch gave an even
greater sense of relevance and then there
was the grand finale: a plenary debate on six

statements using the video ’ !

conferencing facilities in CILASS.

This project has really opened my
eyes to the multicultural debate...|
mean at the beginning | did not know
how to even define multiculturalism!
Then weeks later to have

participated in a discussion about it

shows just how much you can achieve

in a short space of time.




The deadline approaches...

As the end of the academic year loomed, thousands of students were busy finalising
the most exciting and nerve-wracking challenge of their undergraduate years — the
dissertation. As a sustained piece of research into an aspect of a discipline, it's a
chance to show off knowledge learned and skills gained. cruclBL has been following
three final year students who've taken time out from their keyboards to give us a

progress report.
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JAMES GOULD MICHAELLA LEAHY CHLOE MILLER SMITH
BIBLICAL STUDIES GEOGRAPHY MUSIC
10-12,000 words 30 pages including diagrams 7,500 words

Dissertation title
The influence/importance of the Bible on
contemporary Christians

Dissertation title
Luminescence dating of a coastal barrier
in Vietnam

“It all seemed to be going well until mid-
March when | had a meeting with my tutor.
My initial ideas for writing were far too
broad, and | needed to focus it!

The final topic was a study of whether
Jesus, in Luke’s Gospel, would agree that
the Bible should be the supreme authority.
In essence, is Jesus an Evangelical®’

This has taken over my life more than | ever
though anything could. And it has been a
journey, a very personal one. | took Biblical
Studies because it allowed me to study a
book that I love - and now my dissertation
has allowed to me answer a question that |
have literally not stopped thinking about for
over 4 years! It has been amazing to get the
guidance, resources and space to study in
such depth and freedom.

So is Jesus an evangelical® Well, it would
not be inquiry based learning if | told you
would it!”

“Going out to Vietnam to collect my data
was certainly a trip with a difference. After
a hot ,sweaty week of digging and sand
collection | was full of excitement and
anticipation as | unwrapped it all and began
analysing the mountains of sand. Up to this
point, the freedom that doing my
dissertation had given me had been both
exhilarating and terrifying. | certainly
enjoyed all the new experiences - | just wish
someone else could have written it all up
for me!

The months of preparation, data collection,
laboratory analysis, endless reading and
mundane redrafting all seem to be a blur,
but the final flurry of panic as the deadline
loomed will forever be a painful memory.
The hard labour, late nights and lack of
sleep were all finally worthwhile when |
dropped my dissertation proudly into the
hand-in box with a thud. Now I can only
hope that all the tears shed and hair lost
were worthwhile.”

CILASS goes national!

For the first time, CILASS has been
offering funding for IBL projects in other
universities as a way of taking Sheffield’s
best practice out into the wider world —
and learn something from what is going
on at other places. Now, 19 projects at 17
institutions are underway, taking
dissemination to a new and different
level.

The scheme has been organised through
Higher Education Academy Subject
Centres covering Business, Management,
Accountancy and Finance (BMAF), the
Centre for Education in the Built
Environment, the Economics Network,
English, Information and Computer
Science and the Psychology Network.

Dissertation title

To what extent does the physical proximity
of a performer and the audience affect
audience enjoyment and perception of
performance quality

“The original plan for my dissertation was to
look specifically at the effect of audience
proximity to the performer on their
enjoyment. But the results of the first round
of empirical research made me reconsider
the breadth of my study. | decided to look
more at the English Venue in Arts
Administration, a topic which has actually
made me more excited about the work!

My dissertation has been a real learning
curve. Yes, I've written things like this before
but never with such freedom. I've relished
this but have often found myself longing for
someone to tell me just what to do! | hope
I've been able to introduce readers to new
ideas and make them think differently about
the music venues they venture to. It's been a
great journey, and although it has not always
received the focus | wanted it too | hope I've
done it justice. If not, let’s just hope my solo
recital goes well!!”

The insititutions are:
o Aberystwyth University

¢ Anglia Ruskin University

¢ Brunel University

o Coventry University

¢ King’s College London

e Liverpool Hope University
¢ Queen’s University

« Salford Business School

e Thames Valley University
¢ University of Brighton

o University of Central Lancashire
¢ University of Chichester

¢ University of London

¢ University of Nottingham
o University of Portsmouth
¢ University of Teesside

¢ York St John University




IBL TAKES ON SCARY STATS

Geography is awash with inquiry based learning, with field trips here and there, and weekly
practicals that are lab and IT based. IBL in Geography is in everything then, apart from, it

seemed, statistics.

Statistics, for the majority is scary, a
subject only ‘got’ by a tiny minority. You can
imagine the disappointment when fresh
and eager first years were told they had to
do a compulsory module, ‘Statistical
Methods in Geography. Silent groans in the
lecture theatre. The last time some of us
had seen numbers were during GCSEs.
Little hope then.

Not so. Statistics was brought to life this
year through a successful combination of
lectures, weekly practicals and a group
assignment. Using statistics, geographers

had to investigate whether there is a North-
South divide in Britain or with a subject
close to home (the weather!) had to
investigate if climate and climate change
vary across the UK.

The staff knew this ever-daunting module
needed a rethink. The process was helped
along by Natalie Whelan, CILASS student
ambassador for 2007-2008 and Michaella
Leahy, this year’s ambassador. Natalie
suggested ways of improving it and was the
‘voice of the student’, in identifying
problems. Michaella stepped in to help with
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There are 19 projects underway. Here are just two of them...

Alan Rice, University of Gentral Lancashire,

Dramatising Slavery & Emancipating Students:
Learning Beyond the Classroom

The students on this live project will learn
about the Transatlantic Slave Trade and its
aftermath through researching historical
characters who had a wide variety of roles in
all aspects of the trade, including perpetrators
and victims. A series of guided activities, field
trips and talks from experts will help students
think about the history of slavery and how the
multiple stories of individuals are portrayed.
Students will be encouraged to find characters
they are interested in and would like to
develop narratives around. They will then
create a dynamic 90 minute dramatic tableau
based around 20 characters. The characters
will interact together on an improvised
triangular stage to mirror the trade and their

movements and interactions will be developed
by the students based on their research. A
range of reusable resources will be created in
the process of researching the characters.

Fact box
What are Subject Gentres?

Subject Centres were set up by the
Higher Education Academy to provide
subject-specific support for enhancing
the student learning experience by
engaging in a range of activities to
support academics, departments and
institutions. There are 24 of them and
they are located at universities across
the country.

the evaluation process, which began soon
after the module started last autumn.

Second year student Hannah Tankard was
in one of the first groups to go through the
new module. She said: “As one of the many
number-phobes, | had little belief that |
would be any good at statistics. However, |
was proven wrong. Lectures provided
general background knowledge, accessible
to all maths abilities. Bi-weekly lectures
were supported by practicals, reinforced
further by inquiry based learning in groups.
The group work built up the confidence of
those, like me, who are less confident about
statistics”

Lecturer Edward Hanna said:
“I feel reinvigorated by the discernibly
greater student engagement.”

And module convenor, Harvey Armstrong
believes that the module appears to have
been a significant success. “The vast
majority of students appear to have
benefited from the subject , despite the
strenuous extra effort they had to put in,
and marks have improved on previous
years.” he said.

Looks like IBL has been given the thumbs up
by statistics.

by Hannah Tankard and Michaella
Leahy, Student Ambassadors for
Geography

Ann Hockey, Anglia Ruskin University and
Nigel Walford, Kingston University,

Bottom-up Planning with Geographical
Information Systems

This project aims to use an inquiry-based
approach to planning to focus students’
attention on the problems faced by planners in
professional practice and the role Geographical
Information Systems (GIS) might play in helping
to solve them. Second and third year modules
at the two universities will be modified to allow
both planning and geography students to
explore the potential of GIS for addressing
realistic planning scenarios, to gain increased
insight into the complexities of resolving spatial
planning problems, and ultimately to enhance
the teaching of GIS, a subject which students
often find hard to engage with.

by Jamie Wood







