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Education

PhD in Philosophy, University of Reading, 2005 – 2008 

Dissertation: Doing and Allowing; Acting and Omitting 

Supervisors:  Brad Hooker and John Cottingham

M.Litt in Philosophy (Distinction), University of St Andrews, 2004-2005

Dissertation: Constitutive Moral Luck and Responsibility

Supervisor: Tim Mulgan

B.A in Mathematics and Philosophy (First Class), Magdalen College, Oxford, 2000-2004

Dissertation: The Moral Status of the Foetus

Supervisor: Krister Bykvist
Ranking compared to other candidates: 2nd in Mathematics; 5th in Philosophy 


Publications

“Most Ways I could Move: Comparing Subsets of the Behaviour Space in Bennett’s Act/Omission Distinction”, Mind (forthcoming)
“Doing, Allowing and the Deliberative Requirement”, Ratio (forthcoming June 2010)
“Cheating with Jenna: Monogamy, Pornography and Erotica”, Dave Monroe (ed.) Porn & Philosophy: How to Think With Kink, Wiley-Blackwell, (forthcoming October 2010)

“Doing and Allowing, Threats and Sequences”, Pacific Philosophical Quarterly Volume 89, Issue 2 (June 2008): 261-277
“Marriage and the Norm of Monogamy” (co-authored with Bryan R. Weaver), The Monist, Volume 91, No. 3-4 (July-October 2008).
"Forsaking All Others: Monogamy, Norms and Value" (co-authored with Bryan R. Weaver), Intimacy Recovered: Critical and Trans-Disciplinary Explorations, Interdisciplinary Press, Oxford (forthcoming)

Reviews and Critical Notices

Review of Sexual Solipicism by Rae Langton, Times Literary Supplement (forthcoming).

Review of The Reflective Life, by Valerie Tiberius, Philosophical Quarterly Volume 59, Number 236 (July 2009): 570-573.
“Intricate Ethics and Inviolability:  Frances Kamm's Nonconsequentialism", Critical Notice, Ratio, Volume 21, Issue 2 (June 2008): 231-238.

Papers Under Consideration

“What’s the Difference between Doing and Allowing?” currently under consideration at the Philosophical Review
“Doing, Allowing and Imposing” currently under consideration at The Australasian Journal of Philosophy

Papers for Conferences, Workshops and Seminars

“Defending the Doctrine of Doing and Allowing”, Rocky Mountains Ethical Congress, Boulder, Colorado, 7th August 2009.

“Damaging the Environment and the Non-Identity Problem”, Association for Social and Legal Philosophy Annual Conference, 3rd July 2009
“Doing, Allowing and Imposing”, Philosophy Departmental Research Seminar, University of Sheffield, 1st May 2009

“Doing, Allowing and Conditions of Agency”, Northwestern Society for Ethical and Political Philosophy, Evanston, Illinois, 24th April 2009

“Doing, Allowing and Imposing”, Seminars in Moral Philosophy, Oxford University, 19th January 2009
“Allowing Harm and Overdetermination”, Workshop on Causation in Law and Philosophy, Edinburgh Festival of Legal Theory, Edinburgh, 1st June 2008

“Gimmicky Cases and Counterfactual Accounts of the Act/Omission Distinction”, Reading-Lund Conference, Reading, 16th May 2008

"Between Compliance and Mere Conformity: an addition to Raz’s taxonomy of ways conduct can match reasons", Graduate Session, Joint Session of the Aristotelian Society & Mind, Bristol, 7th July 2007

"Forsaking All Others:  Monogamy, Sex & Value" (co-authored with Bryan R. Weaver), Society of Applied Philosophy Conference, Birmingham, 30th June 2007

"Forsaking All Others:  Monogamy, Sex & Value" (co-authored with Bryan R. Weaver), Probing the Boundaries: Intimacy, Persons and Love, Salzburg, 21st March 2007

"Scheffler, Consequentialism and ‘Doing and Allowing’”, Northwest Philosophy Conference, University of Portland, Oregon, 4th November 2006

"The Requirement to be Responsive to Potential Harm to Others", 7th National Congress of Italian Society for Analytic Philosophy, Brains, Persons and Society, Parco Borromeo, Milan.  29th September 2006

"Scheffler, Consequentialism and ‘Doing and Allowing’”, Joint Session of the Aristotelian Society and Mind, University of Southampton, 9th July 2006 

Current Teaching Duties

Philosophy of Religion (first year undergraduate course), 

University of Sheffield, Autumn Semester 2009

Philosophy of Sex (third year undergraduate and Master’s course), University of Sheffield, Autumn Semester 2009

Killing and Letting Die (third year undergraduate and Master’s course), University of Sheffield, Spring Semester 2010
Previous Lecturing Experience 

Philosophy of Religion (first year undergraduate course), 

University of Sheffield, Autumn Semester 2008

Theory of Knowledge (second year undergraduate course in epistemology), University of Sheffield, Spring Semester 2009

Epistemology (third year undergraduate and Master’s course), University of Sheffield, Spring Semester 2009

Guest Lecture: Moral Philosophy, Part II (second year undergraduate course), University of Reading, November 2007

Revision Lectures: Mind & World (first year undergraduate course lecture on Descartes' Meditations), University of Reading, June 2006

Previous Seminar Teaching Experience

Moral Philosophy, Part II (second year undergraduate course), University of Reading, Autumn 2007 for Brad Hooker

Moral Philosophy, Part II (second year undergraduate course), University of Reading, Spring 2007 for Bart Streumer

Values & Virtues (first year undergraduate course in moral philosophy): Autumn 2005, Autumn 2007 for Jonathan Dancy

Logic & Critical Thinking, Part II, University of Reading, Autumn 2006 for Daniel Whiting

Mind & World (first year undergraduate course on Descartes' Meditations), University of Reading, Spring 2006, Spring 2007 for David Oderberg

Scholarships & Awards

AHRC Doctoral Award, 2005-2008

Studentship in Philosophy, University of Reading, 2005

AHRC Master’s Award, 2004-2005


Administrative Experience

Departmental Seminar Organiser, Philosophy Department, Sheffield University 2008-10
Member of ‘Sheffield Academic’ Review Group, Sheffield University, July- December 2009

Member of the Faculty of Arts and Humanities Consultation Committee (Early Career Staff), Sheffield University 2008-9

Secretary of the University of Reading, School of Arts and Humanities Postgraduate Research Student Committee 2006-2007
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Research Interests
My main research interest is in normative ethics, in particular in the nature and moral significance of deontological distinctions such as the distinction between doing and allowing harm. My other research interests include applied ethics and the philosophy of sex.

My doctoral dissertation, “Doing and Allowing; Acting and Omitting”, explored the nature and moral significance of the distinction between doing and allowing and the distinction between action and omission.  These distinctions seem to play a fundamental role in common moral practice, but their significance has not yet been adequately explained. I argue that the act/omission distinction and the doing/allowing distinction are not identical.  I give an analysis of each distinction and then offer two arguments that both the distinctions are morally significant.

Current Research and Future Research Plans
Since finishing my dissertation I have developed a new argument defending the moral significance of the doing/allowing distinction based on the notion of imposition. Imposition involves the needs or behaviour of one person intruding into the proper sphere of another.  I argue that an agent who does harm imposes upon the victim but, barring special circumstances, an agent who allows harm does not impose upon the victim.  Additionally, an agent who is forbidden from allowing harm is imposed upon by the victim, whereas, barring special circumstances, an agent who is forbidden from doing harm is not imposed upon.  Thus a principle which forbids doing harm but permits allowing harm protects persons from harmful imposition.  I argue that protection against imposition is necessary if anything is to belong to a person, even that person’s own body.

I’ve argued that doing harm is prima facie impermissible whereas allowing harm is prima facie permissible.  However, commonsense suggests that we are required to prevent harm in some circumstances.  It is morally repugnant to walk past a drowning child when you could easily save him.   I will use my defence of the doing/allowing distinction to explore this issue. I’ll suggest that a person’s body and resources can genuinely belong to him even if he has some liability to be imposed upon by a requirement to aid.  However, if his body is to genuinely belong to him, this liability must be strictly limited.  By considering what kind of liability for imposition is compatible with self-possession, I will develop and justify an account of when we are required to prevent harm to others, considering in particular our obligations to respond to constant opportunity to prevent deaths from chronic poverty.
I also intend to explore how far my work on the doing/allowing distinction can support, and be supported by, general ethical theories.  Some ethical theories, such as Scanlonian contractualism, have been criticised for matching our intuitions by illegitimately assuming the significance of deontological distinctions such as the distinction between doing and allowing.  I will explore whether these theories can adopt my account of doing and allowing. 
In the philosophy of sex, I have published on monogamy and pornography, Together with my co-author, Bryan Weaver, I defend a moderate account of sexual ethics.  While we reject many restrictions of traditional accounts of sex, we argue that sex is subject to normative assessment. We are currently working on a paper exploring how and why we distinguish between full sex and sexual activity that fall shorts of full sex.  
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