
Minutes of Post Doc Society Meeting

Date:  07/12/07

Present:  Matt Cliff (chair), Andrew Cosgrove, Alison Graham, David Wilton, Emma Hayhurst and Svetomir Tzokov (secretary).

Apologies: Mark Shepherd, Maya Pandya, Lee Hunt.

1. Minutes of last meeting agreed as correct. Andy thanked Lucy Lee for organising of the Fellowship Day and discussed the post-doc training programme.

2. Training Programme (Emma, Matt).  The launch of the Biological Sciences Post-Doc Professional Development Programme is on Monday (10/12). Emma needs help with the preparation (wine) just before the opening. Robert Poole and Matt Cliff will talk briefly. Everybody available should attend.

Action - Emma Hayhurst to send reminder Emails on Friday and Monday and to find volunteers to help with the event preparation.

3. Career Day (Andy Cosgrove).  The Career Day on the 3rd Dec was a real success. Especially high interest expressed to the non-academic talks.

4. Training Sessions for the new post-docs. The frequency and the content of training sessions for post-docs starting in the department was discussed. Emma noted that it is a good opportunity for the new post-docs to meet with each other and to talk about their career from the very beginning. Matt suggested half-day sessions, organised every three months. They could be run together with APS, BMS and Medical School and could provide useful induction information, including information about the Post-Doc Society and its objectives. Emma pointed out that such sessions must remain optional, not like the PhD students’ induction. Helpful Welcome Pack would be more valuable.

5. Post-Doc Welcome Pack (Matt). Sam spoke to Sandrine, Andy Cosgrove  already received a pack. We would be happy to look at the actual pack and provide feedback to Sandrine about what post-docs find useful. Svet suggested a feedback form to be included in the actual pack and/or the starting post-docs to be contacted for feedback on their induction later, e.g. about six months after they had started. Matt noted that the current pack is not very useful, because it contains only the basic safety information.

Action - Andy Cosgrove to look into the existing Welcome Pack and to provide feedback to Sandrine.

6. Communication with APS (Matt). There is no person to contact in APS about their Post-Doc Society. Emma suggested to try and find a name through R. Poole. Matt asked for all members to try and find out more about the APS post-doc society, if they know people there. 

Action - Emma to try to find a contact name in APS through R. Poole; all members of the committee to talk to people that may know post-docs in APS.

7. Post-Doc Seminar Programme (Matt). The situation was not very good, because there weren’t any post-doc talks for 6 months, now. It wasn’t possible to organise talks around Christmas, because everyone was very busy. We should try to get people from outside to come and give talks. This could potentially make the talks more interesting for us and is good for the visitor’s CV.

Action - All members of the committee to try find outside post-docs interested in giving talks here.

8. Staff Meeting (Matt). We need to make sure that the Post-Doc Training Programme is on the agenda. This is OK with D. Hornby. The fact that the programme started in December made our position better. Emma suggested we could ask D. Hornby about people in the CV clinic, if he hadn’t come up with names by then, yet.

9. A.O.B.  

· David reported that the Committee photograph is on the web page, now. Alison commented that it really looks good. David added that the re-direction from the old to the new web page had been set up. Matt suggested we should include on the web site a link to the Careers CRS web page.

· Svet apologised for not being able to spend much time on organisation of the Christmas Party. Fortunately, BMS (Kate and Dia) prepared tickets and a list of foods. Many thanks to Matt and Maya who distributed the tickets in MBB.

· Mark Shepherd to explore possibilities for additional fundraising for the society.

10. Next meeting. Matt raised the question about the frequency of the future committee meetings. Do we still need to meet every month? Emma commented that we should continue with the monthly meetings until most of the problems around the post-doc induction and career development are solved and everything is going OK. Because of the holidays there is no need of a meeting early in January. Andy suggested a meeting  on the last Friday of January.

Date of next meeting was agreed for the 25th January 2008.


