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THE ACCESS GRID IN COLLABORATIVE ARTS AND HUMANITIES RESEARCH
An AHRC e-Science Workshop Series
WORKSHOP 2: MUSIC AND MOVING IMAGES
WEDNESDAY 17 JANUARY 2007, 08.00–10.00 GMT
Workshop Leader: Professor Andrew Prescott, Humanities Research Institute, University of Sheffield

	Virtual Venue:
	Sheffield University

	IP Address:
	233.2.171.96

	Audio Port:
	59364

	Video Multicast Address:
	233.2.171.96

	Video Port:
	59362

	Video Protocol:
	H261

	Jabber room:
	the-hut-at-hri

	Contact:
	AG pilot: Mark Wainwright, IT Support Officer (mark.wainwright@sheffield.ac.uk)
Andrew Prescott (a.prescott@sheffield.ac.uk)


Session Overview: Music and Moving Images
The potential of the Access Grid for shared performance and discussion by musicians is already well recognised. This workshop will seek to explore and more systematically document the issues involved in collaborative musical activity over the Access Grid. It will also briefly consider the more complex, but closely related issues, in shared viewing and discussion of video files over the Access Grid.  
The workshop will begin with a series of sound tests in order to establish the quality of audio via the Access Grid link and to examine such issues as latency and packet dropping. These checks will include the playing of musical instruments. Two of the participants are based in Christchurch, New Zealand, and Perth, Australia, so these sound checks will provide a rigorous examination of the potential of the Access Grid for musical collaboration over very long distances. Dr Adrian Moore of the University will offer an experimental presentation of sound file playback using Max/MSP (please note requirements below). The workshop will conclude with presentations by Professor Meg Twycross of the University of Lancaster and Andrew Prescott of the University of Sheffield of video files illustrating their joint work on the relationship between street processional activity and medieval drama. 
Please circulate this document to anyone who might be interested in the topic and agenda of the workshop, and encourage them to attend. There is no minimum number of participants, and the maximum is the total number of people that will comfortably fit into your Access Grid room.
Agenda
(times are given in GMT and, apart from start and finish times, are flexible):

	07:30onwards
	Establishing and troubleshooting connections

	08:00
	General introduction by Andrew Prescott

	08:10
	Sound checks. This activity will seek systematically to investigate and confirm the quality of sound received by all participants and to identify issues in sound quality. They will incorporate playing with live musical instruments. The activity will be led by Dorothy Ker and Adrian Moore of the University of Sheffield.

	08:45
	Adrian Moore will discuss issues of user intervention when presenting sound across the Access Grid. This will involve use of Max/MSP (see requirements below)

	09.10
	Meg Twycross and Andrew Prescott will present video files of processional activity.

	09:30
	Dorothy Ker will outline her vision of what (in an ideal world) the Access Grid might offer to musicians and other performers.

	09.45
	Concluding discussion on issues arising from the workshop and lessons learnt. How good is the sound quality? In what ways can it be improved? How far is latency an issue? What are the logistical issues for the use of live musical instruments? How might shared compositional and performance activity proceed? What additional issues arise from the use of video files? Is there any advantage to viewing video files collectively over the Access Grid as opposed to simply viewing them on the web individually?

The first workshop identified a need for more shared programs suitable for the Access Grid (similar to Virtual Vellum). What needs in this areahave been identified by this workshop?

	10:00
	End of workshop


Technical Requirements:
· VNC (desktop sharing application). With the exception of Sheffield, only the viewer component is required (i.e. there is no need for the server).
· Java Virtual Machine 1.2 (or above) running within a web browser on a machine that can be used to project the running application (probably the access grid node itself). Non-firewall-blocked port 8016.

· Web browser: anyone delivering still presentations is advised to use IGPix (or something similar that outputs to a web-page).
· Download and install Max/MSP. Obtain from http://www.cycling74.com/downloads/maxmsp. (Choose current windows version: Install full version - use in Demo mode free for 30 days)

· Check ftp://ftp.shef.ac.uk/pub/uni/projects/cmd/AGtest for downloadable zip file containing soundfiles and Max/MSP patch
Miscellaneous
If anyone has suggestions about material they would like to experiment with during the workshop, they should e-mail Andrew Prescott (a.prescott@sheffield.ac.uk) to discuss and make arrangements.
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