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Aims

This module focuses on literature published in English between 1945 and the present. Consideration will be given to the relation between literature and some of the significant cultural and political movements of the period, including postmodernism, postcolonialism, multiculturalism, feminism and sexual politics, notions of nationhood and trauma, the influence of the internet; and to significant historical events and movements, such as the legacy of the Second World War, Vietnam, the Troubles in Ireland, the black civil rights movement, the Cold War and its aftermath, and 9/11. In addition, we will be examining the effect of both nineteenth-century and Modernist writers on those of the later twentieth- and twenty-first centuries, and, in many cases, the effect of the rise of literary theory on creative writers. Literary explorations of the historical, theoretical and literary contexts will inform both the lectures and seminars. 

Learning Outcomes

By the end of the module you will have knowledge of developments and experimentation in fiction, poetry and drama published in English between 1945 and the present, as well as the way these developments represent historical movements and events, and wider social and cultural issues. In addition, arising from the Assessments and Teaching Methods, you will have further skills in the close reading and theoretical analysis of contemporary texts; the oral  presentation of ideas; research using information technology; relating lectures to seminars and to your own work; and in the writing of essays, including analysing texts on which very little critical material or consensus exists. 

Teaching Methods

There will be one or two lectures per week (please consult the Lecture List for details) and one seminar per week. Four lectures will focus on the key texts, placed within their literary context, while others address specific literary genres or movements. The seminars will be focused on developing close-reading skills, and on relating the texts to the wider contexts. 

Assessment Methods

· Assessment one: an essay of 1500 words, counting for 40% of the total module mark, on at least one author’s work. 

· Assessment two: an essay of 2500 words, counting for 60% of the total module mark, on at least two authors’ works.

You must write on (at least) one author in your first essay, (at least) two in your second. In the two assessment essays overall you must write about at least three texts by three different authors, one of which must be a Key Text.

For the purposes of assessment a 'text' is defined as: a long work of prose fiction (e.g. a novel) or of non-fiction (e.g. Michael Moore, Stupid White Men); a long poem or group of  at least three short poems; or at least two short stories. Assessed essays should be on works originally written in English. Translated texts only count where the author has had some role in the translation (e.g. Ted Hughes’s Tales from Ovid, W.G. Sebald’s Austerlitz); if in doubt, please consult your tutor. Films do not count as a text for your essays except in the case of filmed theatre texts. The submission dates will be noted your individual seminar course schedules, and at the first lecture. 
Your Assessment 1 essay is set by your tutor according to a pattern agreed by all tutors on the course; the Assessment 2 essay from a list to be signed for from the Department Reception, common to all seminar groups.
Key Texts for 2007 (these are read by all seminar groups and should be purchased in advance. They are available from Blackwell’s, Mappin St)
Angela Carter, The Bloody Chamber 

Ralph Ellison, Invisible Man 
Sarah Kane’s Blasted 
Sylvia Plath, Ariel  

All seminars will be studying Angela Carter’s The Bloody Chamber in Week 1.  This will also be the topic of the first lecture, delivered by Rachel Falconer. 
Try to read Invisible Man before the start of the semester as well. 
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