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Hello and welcome to the March 2010 edition of ‘Take Five’,  a regular email update, groaning with training events, research funding and the latest health news, and websites in neat little sets of five.

Please do feel free to forward this update to colleagues in your workplace.
Upcoming Training Events

For more details about course run by the RDS for the Yorkshire and the Humber and information about how to book a place on one of these courses please see our website: http://www.rds-yh.nihr.ac.uk/learning-events.aspx
1. 30 March 2010 Developing a Proposal for a Systematic Review (L) Leeds
2. 31 March 2010 Searching the Literature and Managing References for your Research Bid (Y) York
3. 29 April 2010 Making Successful Applications to the Research for Patient Benefit (RfPB) Programme (L) Leeds
4. 21 May 2010 Qualitative Research Methods (York)York
5. 25 May 2010 Patient and Public Involvement in Research Design and Developing Grant Applications (H) Huddersfield
Current Awareness

1. Primary care and emergency departments
In May 2009 the Department of Health commissioned the Primary Care Foundation to study the impact of using primary care within or alongside A and E.  The results of the study have now been published in 'Primary care and Emergency Departments: report from the Primary Care Foundation'.   The report highlights that use of primary care clinicians in A and E can benefit patients where services are integrated and clinicians work together.  The findings of this report are being developed into a guide for commissioners on use of primary care clinicians with A and E departments and this guide will be available soon.  This report will be of interest to NHS chief executives and their commissioning colleagues.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_113694
2. Commissioning cardiac surgical services
NHS Improvement has published 'A guide to commissioning cardiac surgical services'.  Eight NHS Trusts supported by their local cardiac networks were involved as demonstration sites during 2008/09 in the Cardiac Surgery National Priority Project. This report aims to share the successes with the wider NHS providing a range of examples of where local teams have delivered innovation in their service to improve the efficiency and experience for patients and staff.

http://www.improvement.nhs.uk/heart/Portals/0/documents2010/Cardiac_Surgery_Commissioning_Guide.pdf
3. Professional roles and quality improvement
An increasingly common response to the challenges facing healthcare have been to extend the role of non-medical clinicians into areas that were previously the domain of doctors. There is an expectation that revision of roles will improve the effectiveness and efficiency of healthcare. The Health Foundation has conducted new research which considers the impact of professional role revision on quality of care and outcomes. The report Revision of professional roles and quality improvement: a review of the evidence concentrates on two types of changes to professional roles, Substitution – exchanging one type of professional for another and Supplementation – extending the range of service provision within one health delivery system. This report focuses on the revision of roles between doctors and: advanced practice nurses such as nurse practitioners, specialist nurses, clinical nurses and practice nurses; physician assistants; pharmacists; and allied healthcare professionals such as physical therapists (referred to as physiotherapists in this review), speech and language therapists, dieticians and paramedics.

http://www.health.org.uk/news/role_revision.html
4. Multiple sclerosis: annual evidence update
NHS Evidence has published an annual evidence update on multiple sclerosis.  This update highlights knowledge published in systematic reviews and guidelines in the past 12 months on MS in the areas: aetiology and epidemiology; diagnosis; treatment; risk factors and adverse events; cost; and trial methodology.  The information is presented in an easily accessible format with additional expert commentary.

http://www.library.nhs.uk/neurological/viewResource.aspx?resid=345265
5. GP and Practice Team Bulletin
'GP and Practice Team Bulletin, Issue 92, March 2010' has been published by the Department of Health.  This bulletin is a monthly information update providing resources on health policy and practice for GPs and the primary care audience, including practice managers and nurses. 

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Bulletins/GPbulletin/Browsable/DH_113662
Funding Opportunities (Projects and Programmes)
1. NERC - (Natural Environment Research Council) 

New Investigator Research Grants 

The maximum funding that may be sought is £40,000 for the total Directly Incurred costs and in addition, NERC will pay the standard proportion of these and other grant costs. 

Amount of funding available: £10K - £50K 

Closing date: 01 February 2011

Duration: Unspecified

http://www.rdfunding.org.uk/queries/ListGrantDetails.asp?GrantID=10794
2. Sparks (Sport Aiding Medical Research for Kids) 

Research Grants 

Normal support provides 1-3 years salary costs to cover a research post, consumables and essential equipment. Currently a three year grant covering all of these components rarely exceeds £200,000. 

Amount of funding available:

> £100K 

Closing date: 23 August 2010 

Duration: 1 year - 3 years

http://www.rdfunding.org.uk/queries/ListGrantDetails.asp?GrantID=1306
3. AO Foundation 

Start-Up Grants 

Maximum amount of CHF 60,000 per year.

Amount of funding available: £10K - £50K

Closing date: 15 August 2010 

Duration: 1 year - 3 years

http://www.rdfunding.org.uk/queries/ListGrantDetails.asp?GrantID=5502
4. AO Foundation 

Focus Grants 

Maximum amount of CHF 100,000 (approx £40,717) per year and a duration limit of three years. 

Amount of funding available: > £100K

Closing date: 15 August 2010 

Duration: 1 year - 3 years

http://www.rdfunding.org.uk/queries/ListGrantDetails.asp?GrantID=11437
5. Leukaemia & Lymphoma Research
 Clinical Trials Funding 

Amount of funding available is unspecified.

Amount of funding: Unspecified 

Closing date: 01 July 2010 

Duration: Unspecified

http://www.rdfunding.org.uk/queries/ListGrantDetails.asp?GrantID=5012
Funding Opportunities (Fellowships)
1. European Society for Paediatric Endocrinology (ESPE) 

Research Fellowship 

Long-term Research Fellowship: £50,663 per year for 2 years. Short-term Research Fellowship: £12,665 

Amount of funding available: > £100K

Closing date: 01 March 2011 

Duration: 1 year - 3 years

http://www.rdfunding.org.uk/queries/ListGrantDetails.asp?GrantID=11315
2. Foundation for the Sociology of Health and Illness (FSHI) 

Postgraduate Awards 

The award is worth £44,000 over 4 years. £8,000 p.a. to the student and £3,000 p.a. to the department for a PhD on any medical sociological topic. 

Amount of funding available: £10K - £50K

Closing date: 31 January 2011 

Duration: > 3 years

http://www.rdfunding.org.uk/queries/ListGrantDetails.asp?GrantID=12156
3. Commonwealth Fund
 Harkness Fellowships in Healthcare Policy and Practice 

Fellowships provide up to $107,000 for terms of 9 to 12 months, with a minimum stay of seven months in the United States required. For full details of what this amount covers please see their website. 

Amount of funding available: £50K - £100K

Closing date: 13 September 2010 

Duration: 6 months - 1 year

http://www.rdfunding.org.uk/queries/ListGrantDetails.asp?GrantID=631
4. MRC - Medical Research Council 

People Exchange Programme: Research Leader Fellowship
The scheme provides personal awards of up to £75,000 which can be used flexibly for expenses such as project costs, staff back-filling etc. 

Amount of funding available: £50K - £100K

Closing date: 09 April 2010 

Duration: 1 year - 3 years

http://www.rdfunding.org.uk/queries/ListGrantDetails.asp?GrantID=15363
5. Wellcome Trust 

Joint Basic and Clinical PhD Programmes 

Support is provided for four years and includes: - a stipend for basic candidates - a clinical salary for medically qualified candidates - PhD registration fees at UK/EU student rate - research expenses - contribution towards travel - contribution towards transferable-skills training. 

Amount of funding available: > £100K

Closing date:  Apply Anytime 

Duration: > 3 years

http://www.rdfunding.org.uk/queries/ListGrantDetails.asp?GrantID=13901
Funding Opportunities (Studentships)
1. University of Leeds
Mary and Alice Smith Memorial Scholarship
 The award will cover academic fees at the UK rate and a maintenance grant of £10,000 per annum. There are no additional allowances for travel or research costs. Amount of funding available: £10K - £50K 

Closing date: 01 June 2010 

Duration: 1 year - 3 years

http://www.rdfunding.org.uk/queries/ListGrantDetails.asp?GrantID=6740
2. Fulbright Commission 

Scholar Awards 

The award is for $3,750 per month, for a period of three to ten months, is paid in instalments directly to the grantee, the first of which is typically given just prior to departure from the UK. This funding is intended as a contribution towards any institutional fees, travel to/from the US, accommodation and general maintenance costs whilst in the US. Limited sickness and accident benefit coverage, visa sponsorship and processing and participation in a number of Fulbright Scholar events are also included. 

Amount of funding available: £10K - £50K

Closing date: 31 May 2010

Duration: 6 months - 1 year

http://www.rdfunding.org.uk/queries/ListGrantDetails.asp?GrantID=535
3. Fulbright Commission 

Postgraduate Student Awards 

Grants are for a minimum of $25,000 paid in instalments directly to the grantee, the first of which is typically given just prior to departure from the UK. This funding is intended as a contribution towards the first year of tuition fees and general maintenance costs whilst in the US. University application and entrance exam fees, limited sickness and accident benefit coverage, visa sponsorship and processing and participation in a number of Fulbright Scholar events are also included. The final award amount will depend on the choices the candidate makes during the university placement process and in the end she/he will choose from 4 or 5 award packages that will typically range from $25,000 to a fully-funded programme. 

Amount of funding available: > £100K 

Closing date: 31 May 2010 

Duration: 6 months - 1 year

http://www.rdfunding.org.uk/queries/ListGrantDetails.asp?GrantID=2019
4. Fulbright Commission 

International Science and Technology PhD Award 

The award covers full tuition and associated fees. Additional benefits include: a monthly stipend for up to 36 months; book, equipment, research and professional conference allowances; J-1 visa sponsorship for up to five years; round-trip airfare from home city to the host institution in the US (on a US airline); health and accident coverage; and specially tailored enrichment activities. 

Amount of funding available: Unspecified

Closing date: 31 May 2010 

Duration: 1 year - 3 years

http://www.rdfunding.org.uk/queries/ListGrantDetails.asp?GrantID=12657
5. Royal National Institute for the Deaf (RNID) 

Summer Studentship 

£200 per week for this studentship. They will be awarding up to 10 studentships of maximum 8 weeks duration – i.e. £16,000 total amount of funding.

Amount of funding available: £10K - £50K

Closing date: 26 April 2010 

Duration: < 6 months

http://www.rdfunding.org.uk/queries/ListGrantDetails.asp?GrantID=13382
Health Websites/Gateways/portals
For further information on new sites see http://www.intute.ac.uk/medicine/latest.html 
You can also subscribe to the Intute: Medicine including dentistry latest additions RSS channel [image: image3.png]



1. Alcohol and drugs
http://www.rcpsych.ac.uk/mentalhealthinfo/problems/alcoholanddrugs.aspx
Provided by the Royal College of Psychiatrists (RPSYCH), this resource on alcohol and drugs gives access to authoritative information for the public and professionals. The site includes leaflets on: alcohol and depression; alcohol and older people; cannabis and mental health; exercise and mental health; eating well; the Community Mental Health Team; and smoking and mental health. A few of the leaflets are available in other languages. The site also includes an article on self help reading materials, approaches and Internet sites; leaflets about children and young people and alcohol/drugs aimed at parents, young people and teachers; books for the public and professionals; and podcasts. 


2. Fulfilling and rewarding lives : the strategy for adults with autism in England
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_113369
Published by the Department of Health in March 2010 this report sets out a strategic framework for all mainstream services across the public sector to work together to help the approximately 400,000 adults with autistic spectrum conditions in England. Documents on impact assessments are also available from this site. The full 77-page report includes forewords and an executive summary, and chapters outlining the strategy for helping adults with autism, and for increasing awareness of autism. A summary of actions, next steps, and a list of policies that apply to adults with autism are also provided, and some specialist terms are explained. 


3. Pharmaceutical industry competitiveness and performance indicators
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_090487
This Department of Health page provides links to annual reports on indicators of the competitiveness of the UK as a location for research-based pharmaceutical companies to do business, and of the performance of the UK-based industry in taking advantage of the opportunities open to them. Reports are available for 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005 and 2009. Reports were not published for 2006-2008. The 2009 report is a 40-page document produced by the Department of Health together with the Association of the British Pharmaceutical Industry (ABPI). It includes an introduction, summary and commentary, sections on supply factors and demand factors, the regulatory environment, and performance. 


4. International journal of qualitative studies on health and well-being
http://www.ijqhw.net/index.php/qhw/index
The aim of the 'International journal of qualitative studies on health and well-being' is to support and shape the emerging field of qualitative studies and to encourage the development of tools for a better understanding of all aspects of human health and well-being. The journal takes an international and interdisciplinary stance. With content starting in 2006, the journal is peer reviewed, with free online open access. 


5. Medical education online
http://med-ed-online.net/
'Medical Education Online' is a peer-reviewed open access journal addressing the education and training of physicians and other healthcare professionals. Launched in 1996 and international in scope it is freely in full text available online. 

And finally…
Woman, 101, grows horn

The Ananova news website reports: A 101-year-old woman has grown a horn on her head - and now fears she's growing another one.
http://www.ananova.com/News/story/sm_3707275.html
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