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DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY



     Autumn Semester 2004-2005

THE RISE AND FALL OF THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC

                3 Hours

There are SEVEN QUESTIONS.  Please answer QUESTION ONE and TWO other questions.  You should not use substantially the same information in any of your answers.

1.
Comment on three of the following:
(a)
Yet another illusion was that from which the members of the Ebert-Scheidemann government suffered when they believed that with the aid of the soldiers returned from the front they would be able to hold down the workers and curb all manifestations of the socialist class struggle. . . . One and all, [these illusions] have now been dissipated.  It has been proven plainly that the union between Haase and Ebert-Scheidemann under the banner of socialism serves merely as a fig leaf for the decent veiling of a counterrevolutionary policy.

Rosa Luxemburg, ‘Founding Manifesto of the Communist Party of Germany,’ 31 December 1918.

(b)
 One thing, incidentally, should not be forgotten: that the entire resistance in the Ruhr would be impossible without the participation of the workers.  The main goal of the occupation forces has always been to win the workers over to their side . . . They could, however, be met with the answer that in Germany the social rights of the working population are much more extensive than in France, that in Germany the workers have an entirely different social status than over there.

Editorial in Das Tagebuch 4,  27 January 1923.

	(c)
	Year
	KPD
	SPD
	DDP
	Zentrum
	DVP
	DNVP
	NSDAP
	Other

	
	1924a
	12.6
	21.6
	5.7
	16.6
	9.5
	19.5
	6.5
	8.3

	
	1924b
	9.0
	26.0
	6.3
	17.3
	10.1
	20.5
	3.0
	7.8

	
	1928
	10.6
	29.8
	4.8
	15.2
	8.7
	14.2
	2.6
	13.7


German Reichstag electoral statistics (%):

(d)
As a rule, caring for the family should be regarded as a full-time female occupation ... We are far from rejecting experimental labor-market policies that suggest making an adjustment favoring families in which no one is gainfully employed at the cost of other families in which several members have work.  That the livelihood of considerable segments of the working population depends upon the employment of women outside the household, however, must not be overlooked.

‘Women’s Work and the Economic Crisis. Declaration of the Federation of German Women’s Associations’, Frankfurter Zeitung, 29 April 1931.
(e)
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Oskar Schlemmer, ‘Bauhaus Stairway,’ 1932.
(f)
DOES YOUR LOCAL BRANCH POSSESS THE ORIGINAL SLIDE-ILLUSTRATED LECTURE YET?

The Soviet Republic in Munich, 1919.


With 70 slides, 8½ X 8½ cm, on the events and personalities of the Jewish Government in Bavaria.  It is ten years ago that a horde of criminals under Jewish leadership tyrannised an entire people.  It is of enormous value for we National Socialists that this rare material is made accessible to the general public. 

Advertisement for Hoffmann Photography, Munich, in Völkischer Beobachter, April 1929.
2.
Does the fact that the Republic survived the crisis of 1923-24 suggest that the revolutionary settlement was more viable than some historians have claimed?  

3.
What role did ‘rationalisation’ play in the economy and government of the Weimar Republic?  

4.
To what extent did a shift to ‘mass culture’ really transform the lives of Germans in the Weimar period?

5.
Was Nazi ideology just another of those associated with a ‘conservative revolution’ in Weimar Germany?

6.
Did the Weimar Republic fall as the result of structural crises or the failings of individuals?

7.
Did the Nazis achieve electoral success as the result of a protest vote or because they were the only true Volkspartei?
END OF QUESTION PAPER
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