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DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY



     Autumn Semester 2005-2006
GENDER, CULTURE AND SOCIETY:  BRITAIN, 1650-1850


    2 Hours

There are SEVEN QUESTIONS.  Answer TWO QUESTIONS.  You should not use substantially the same information in both of your answers.

	
1.
	
EITHER
	(a)
	‘Gender is the knowledge that establishes meanings for bodily differences’ (Joan Scott). What are the implications of this definition of gender for a history of this period?

	
	
OR
	(b)
	‘Sex was a clearly demarcated, binary, pre-determined given; gender, at least occasionally, could be imagined as mutable, even as a matter of choice’ (Dror Wahrman). Discuss this view of Britain before 1780.


2.
To what extent did the growth of a polite and sociable culture, and the belief in intellectual improvement, produce a cultural life in which both men and women were actively involved? 

3.
To what extent were people’s experiences of family life determined by social rank?

4.
‘The polity was male and politics was man’s business.’ Discuss.

5.
 ‘The development of capitalism had such contradictory effects on the gendered division of labour, it is difficult to generalize about changes in men’s and women’s work experiences.’ Discuss. 
6.
 ‘Historians now shy away from the more rigid models of change that have typified gender history.’ Discuss this assessment for the period 1650-1850.
7.
 Did this period witness the emergence of a revised and reinvigorated model of patriarchy?

END OF QUESTION PAPER
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